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Interview: Richard Belzer by George Barkin and Larry Sloman 

‘oiling for years in the comedy mines of America, Richard Belzer has earned 
all the money, beautiful women and uncut Peruvian marching powder that's 
finally beginning to come his way. He's also earned the reputation as the 
funniest white man in America and someone you just don't mess with—you 
know, heckling him when he's onstage and stuff like that. Why do people find 


this man so terrifyingly funny? The answer begins on page .. .. . é 32 
1 Got a New Drug by “R” 
If you think he's created controversy in the past with his call for a ban on 
‘Cannabis indica, a month-long moratorium on smoking any kind of dope at 
all and his advocacy of the power of prayer, wait'll you hear what the Con- 
noisseur is up to now. (Hint: He's found a new drug which he says is better 
than any pot he's ever smoked—including that Thrilla from Manila—and 
what's more, you can get as much of it as you want, any time you want.) .. . . 40 
“Tangier” fiction by Kathy Acker 
“President Reagan was just there, that's the only way I can describe it. I didn't 
‘want to fall in love with him because I didn’t want to put something in my 
life, but he was screwing me so good and beating me up that I knew I was 
going to fall in love with him...” Excerpted from Janey’s diary............ 56 
Being High by Norman E. Zinberg, M.D. 
A professor at the Harvard Medical School's Psychiatric Department, Dr. 
Norman Zinberg is probably the most authentically credentialed drug re- 
searcher in the country today. This genuine expertise has landed him on the 
wrong side of the New Right's antidrug demagogues and the know-nothings 
that form what can be laughably referred to as the Reagan administration's 
drug policy. Excerpted this month are sections from Dr. Zinberg's book, 
Drug, Set, and Setting: The Basis for Controlled Intoxicant Use . P 66 
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of Steve Cooper, Dope 
jotographer, Part Il 
What do you get when you bor- 
row 300 pounds of primo Co- 
lombian Cheeba Cheeba buds 
for a photograph and return 
only 296? And is it possible to 
still take photographs once your 
arms have been broken? Just 
who was that guy with the Peter 


The Secret Scrapbooks 
46:: 


Lorre face and the incredible Af- 
ghani-Thai weed? How did an 
‘Aztec death mask (or something 
looking just like it) get to be this 
month’ Centerfold? The an- 
swers are all in the final install- 


ment of Steve Cooper 


The Hashish Cookbook 
5 by Panama Rose; 
photos by Ira Cohen 

Intergalactic bons vivants and 
tag-team gourmands Panama 
Rose and Ira Cohen have trav- 
eled into the farthest reaches of 
the universe (Ira's got the My- 
lar photographs to prove it!) in 
search of peace, tranquility and 
good things to eat. This month 
they offer us a selection from 
their original Hashish Cookbook, 
the first of its kind. Contained 
herein are the most legendary of 
head recipesincluding Moroccan 
Majoon, The Sacred Ghee and 
Bhang Sherbet. 


Water Ways 
6 by Captain Domestic 
Beingable tosupply your 
lants with enough water is the 
tom line in maintaining any 
type of successful cultivation 
situation. But, contrary to what 
the poet says, water, water, is ot 
everywhere—in fact, more often 
than not you've really got to bust 
your pump to get all you need. 
This month Grow American 
examines the manifold ways in 
which toget that life-saving fluid 
to your little patch. 
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Jay-A-Day 
THE PROGRAMABLE SMOKER’S SYSTEM 


Originally designed to dispense medically prescribed doses of Marijuana to 
Glaucoma patients, tho Jay-A-Day offers "computer age" covonience and 
“willpower.” You can pre-plan your own smoking time or times, program the 
master control and let the System conveniently dispense your smoke. 


© Dispense from 1 to 12 pre-rolled cigarettes per day or as few as one per 
month. 


© 3 oz. storage compartment. 


© Slide on top is lockable 
with 2 keys. 

© Built-in cleaning tray. 

© Only 4” high 
measures 8x12x4. 

© Sturdy woodgrain 
design, is easily 
mistaken for part 
of a stereo com- 
ponant system. 


The Jay-A-Day is perfect for the Executive or anyone who must schedule 
his smoking time. Your smoke stays Fresh, Convenient and Secure plus your 
smoke will last longer and these days that means big savings. 

Send check or money order for $149.00 plus $3.00 shipping to: Control 
Systems, 3 Cardinal Ct., Suite 301, Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29928. 
Allow 4 - 6 weeks delivery. 
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UP TIME contains no artificial 
stimulants, only the highest 
quality ingredients, which are 


subject to FDA standards. 
UP TIME puts back what your 
body loses. 
* Helps revitalize. 
+ Helps replenish nutrition 
lost through alcohol intake, 
. dietin, i 


the perfect picker-upper. We 
guarantee it, or your money 

back. Take to 
physical ab 

maximum resuli 


» increases energy 

> promotes mental alertness 

» helps replenish nutrition 
lost through alcohol intake, 
stress, dieting and physical 


UP TIME 1 800-441-9851 PA (717) 248-9856 


525 Summit Drive, Lewistown, Pa. 17044 


LETTERS 


A Call for Help 
Editor: 
About nine months ago | offered 
HIGH Timés the story of the decade 
for $50,000. Well, today I'm offering 
HIGH TiMEs the same story for one- 
tenth of my original offer. That's only 
$5,000—not bad for my story; nor for 
a poor man! 

HIGH TIMES deals with millions of 
marijuana and drug people, many of 
whom are better people than those 
who judge us! 

My story will help everyone who 
reads HIGH TIMES and many more 
besides! My story will stop the law 
dead for millions of marijuana and 
drugs offenders. After a year or two 
HIGH TIMES may outsell Cosmopolitan, 
which has a monthly circulation of 
eight million! 

Help your magazine, help millions 
of your present and future readers— 
and help me! 

—A poor man in Kentucky 


Call us in approximately 13 months. By 
that time your rates should be within our 
range.—Ed. 


Higher Times? 


Editor: 
Please get with it and heavy up before 


Editor: 


—Jay Walker 
Chicago, Ill 


Well, praise the Lord and pass the. ..—Ed. 


it's too late. You've come a long way 
over the last decade, from being the 
Playboy of the dope world to the 
Farmer's Almanac of the Reagan era— 
but you've been sliding downhill into 
low energy and hapless sleaze. 

It's time to take your responsibilities 
seriously, HIGH TIMES. It's time to 
wake up to the fact that you are not a 
normal commercial magazine and that 
you will not survive much longer 
simply as a promoter of recreational 
drug use and hedonistic lifestyles. 
After the long night of this country’s 
experiment in right-wing conserva- 
tism, a new generation is rising out of 
the muck of self-absorption and greed, 
and getting ready to grapple with the 
real problems of the planet—its 
degraded environment, its gross in- 
equities and its impoverished, mal- 
nourished millions. Recreational drugs 
and hedonistic lifestyles are no solu- 
tion to those problems—if anything, 
they are problems in themselves. But 
psychedelics—i.e., drugs as psychic 
tools, with the built-in potential for 
spiritual revelation and cultural 
upheaval—will be as useful to future 
problem-solving as ever. 

That's one long-neglected area you 
could concentrate on, HIGH TIMES, to 
the mutual benefit of us all—where 
drugs as psychic tools come to bear on 
the problems of the real world. Don't 


Jesus Grows 


While driving through the streets of Chicago I spotted this storefront church— 
and immediately thought of your magazine. 


HIGH TIMES 
CHURCH 


forget what it's like to be stoned! 
—Eugene Wheelwright 
Milford, Conn. 


Great Balls of Peyote 

Editor: 

Thought youd like to see our Latest 
strain. Well, actually it's something 
wed like to see—in your magazine, 
that is. 

—Christopher 

San Francisco, Calif 


Very cute, Chris, what do you call it— 
Polk Street Head Meat?—Ed. 


A Word from Our Grower 
Editor: 
It was pretty exciting to see my stuff 
on the cover of your magazine (HIGH 
Times, Feb. '84). Thanks. I am quite 
proud of my sacramental products 
getting broadcast around the country. 

However—the picture of the grass 
plant in the toilet (HIGH TIMES, Jan. '84) 
is diabolical. Respect is very important 
in keeping sacraments working. 
—Name withheld 
Marin County, Calif. 


A Modest Proposal 


Editor: 
HIGH TIMES does contain an odd 
mixture of material, just as its reader- 
ship must be an odd mixture—people 
whose main characteristic in common 
is being on the wrong side of the law 
in relation to a favored drug. I've 

/ continued on next page 
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THIS BUG COULD DESTROY YOUR BUSINESS! 
Save it with THE PERSONAL 


PRIVACY PROTECTOR 


The Personal Privacy Protector: 

* Finds electronic bugs in just seconds 

* Even verifies an eavesdropping device 

* Is the same high quality used by professionals 

* Is ultra-miniaturized, pocket-sized, portable 

* Is usable anytime, anywhere 

* Allows you to perform a quick electronic "sweep" every time you enter a room 


PROTECT YOUR BUSINESS—PROTECT YOURSELF! 


Send $50.00 for a catalog and special report on how to protect yourself against BUGGING and 
WIRETAPPING. Also inquire about telephone privacy systems, bomb infated nite viewers, bulletproof 
vests and cars 


Anti-Bugging Anti-Wiretapping Corporation of America 
633 Third Ave., New York, NY 10017 (212) 682-4731 
Offices: Washington, Miami, Beverly Hills, Chicago, Houston, London, Paris 


ATTENTION! STIMULANT PILL BUYERS! 
ANY ORDER 4 JUGS — GET A JUG OF MINI'S FREE 


Tired of Paying Too Much! And Getting Nothing for Your Money! 
Contact Us Today! Top Quality Pills! 
Speedy Delivery! Unlimited Supply! 
PRICES GUARANTEED — Here are a few of our most popular pills: 
(QUANTITY TOTAL 


Lg. & Sm. Black Cap. 
lg. Yellow Cap. 
Brown & Clear Cap. 
Blue & Clear Cap. 
Green & Clear Cap. 
357 Magnum 


20-20 


$25.00 per Jug 


$22.00 per Jug. 


/ continued from previous page 
enjoyed your stories by Charles 
Bukowski and Terry Southern, though 
I'm not especially into alcohol or coke. 
I would like to see more space given 
to psychedelics, but only if the quality 
of the material is up to their stories, or 
else the argument that psychedelics 
do more for your consciousness than 
those other drugs will seem false on 
the face of it. I'm sure you feel the 
same way. 
—Steven Wasserman 

Nashville, Tenn. 


We sure do.—Ed. 


Grown in Japan 
Editor: 


Ihave been reading your magazine 
since I came to the United States— 
these past four years. Now I am back 
in Japan trying to grow one of my 
own sinse plants with the seeds that I 
brought back when I lived in Cali- 
fornia. This plant is sixth-generation 
Afghani ganja. It was difficult for the 
plant to survive since the weather 
here is not as good as it is in California. 
But I somehow got to grow the best 
potent killer ganja. Since the Japanese 
government is really strict on illegal 
use of drugs, I'm just using this for 
my own personal use. 
—Peter Kun 

Kanagawa, Japan 


Pink Heart 
Pink Football 
White & Blue Spk. 


Mini-White 


$22.00 per Jug 


$16.25 per Jug 
Ask about our new 2-WAYS  ToTAL 


ALL PRE-PAID ORDERS SHIPPING PAID 
CALL OR WRITE ANYTIME: 


EAST COAST PHARMACEUTICAL 


SEND CERTIFIED CHECK 
or MONEY ORDER, 


WE SHIP DAILY. 


P.O, Box 174 
McVEYTOWN, PA. 17051 UPS or USM COD. 
717-899-6450 OPEN 9 A.M. - 10 P.M. 
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Breathing Easier 

Editor: 
Ihave a little boy five years old. The 
last couple of years he has suffered 
quite often from serious asthma 
attacks. The majority of the time, an 
attack will start when he is visiting 
his grandparents in the country. He 
spends almost every weekend there. 

Tonce heard my grandmother talk 
about how her mother had asthma 


/ continued on page 15 
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©@ REVERSE OSMOSIS 
@ FOOD SERVICE 


CLEAN-UP. 


Fine filtration removes 
particles as small as 
1 Mic small- 
er than the eye can 
see, unpleasant odors 
and tastes removed 
from cooking and 
drinking water. Inhi- 
bits lime scale build- 
up in coffee machines 
and all water use ap- 
pliances. Easy to in- 
stall, compact. Fits 
under all sinks, dry 
sanitary cartridge, 
chrome plated, forged 
brass and built-in 
shut-off valve. 
kk ok 


DAN STEWART 


The intelligent consumer of today is very concerned with his or her health and, 
with pollution so rampant, there is good reason to be. The intelligent consumer 
will only purchase when he or she is well informed. We at Advance Water would 
like to inform you. We would like you to compare the results of our water 
filtration systems with all others on the market. We believe the well informed 
will buy our products. WE OFFER THE BEST! 


QC4-THM 


LencTH 


MAXIMUM FILTRATION 
PRESSURE 


eA" 
282" 


C10 


QC4-THM_ | 


125 psi_|_ [1-2 Micro 
125 psi 1-2 Micron _| 
125 psi 1-2 Micron 


“125 psi_| 5 Micron _ 
125 psi [4-2 Micron 


IN TESTS SO FAR SOME OF 
OUR PRODUCTS REMOVED 
99.7% OF E.D.B:s FOUND TO. 
BE CANCER CAUSING. 


FOR ORDERS 
OR INFO: 
WRITE A.W.T. 
3387 DEL ROSA 
‘SUITE 107 
SAN BDNO. 
CA 92404 


FLASHES 


Our Man in Madrid 


Bill Levy, our European Correspondent, sent us 
this postcard while he was in Spain working on 

an upcoming article that will examine that coun- 
try’s legalization of headstash. "Things haven't 

gotten this far," he assures us, “but the place has 
gone through some heavy changes since Franco 
kicked.” 


Camera Shy 


Steve Cooper, whose photo spread we're 
featuring this month, is seen here with selec- 
tions from the enormous collection of photo- 
graphs of himself. At age 17 Cooper left his 
home in Flatbush to carve a six-foot marble 
statue, “Blind Samson," in Pietra Santa, Italy 
(upper left). He returned to the States to earn 
his B.F.A. and become NCAA Pocket Billiards 
Champion and president of his chess club 
(lower left). “I started giving birth to myself 
in 1966," says Cooper. “I am a lens with three 
eyes, focusing centuries of karmic momentum 
in an effort to pierce the human veil" (lower 
right). Cooper is busy now preparing to open 
a multi-media art gallery in New York's 
Greenwich Village. He also urges interested 
readers to write for a free subscription to his 
Sybille Gallery Newsletter: 45 Grove St., 

New York, NY 10014. 


2 
2 
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The Joy of Cruelty 


Robert Three-Jobs Bob" Singer was, for years, the éminence gris of HIGH 
Times, the prime henchman in creative matters for Founding Editor 
Thomas King "The Mysterious Smuggler" Forcade (1945-1978), dispatch- 
ing journalists all around the world on obscure and foolhardy missions, 
setting the editorial tone of the book and making sure neither the name of 
Forcade (aka “The Dope Taster," aka "Captain Bad Vibes’) nor his own 
ever showed up on its pages anywhere. Now that the statutes of limita- 
tions have finally expired, Singer has published with Avon The Bad Guys’ 
Quote Book, dedicated to the late Forcade, whose supernal badness will 
linger on as long as healthy young people inhale marijuana smoke and 
exhale profanities. 

This book has shocking effects on people. No one so far who has picked 
up an advance copy has put it down without first giggling, and then 
wincing, and then cursing, and finally brooding raptly, inspecting each 


/ continued on page 12 
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Pat. Pend, 


With a VORTEX MICRO-CLIMATE you can grow 


from seed to a height of 64 feet in a mere 9 weeks. Branch- 


30 minutes, It is | 


and vertical growth are under your control. Vortex 


provides an ideal envirc 


predators and no bad weather 


High Yields 
Metal haliele lamp: 
mounted horizor 
1, reflec 


1 adjustin 
Iheight, during 
‘om | to 7 


VORTEX I, using only 
500 watts, gives you 
double the yield of a 
standard 1,000 watt free 
hanging metal halide 
hydroponic system: 

Light cannot be used 

ficiently by plants in the 
absence of CO*, so CO® 


ing — no insects, 
VORTE) 


Root syst 


VORTEX I AND VORTEX II 
VORTEX I—4x4x74 feet, 112 cubic feet, 500 watts max. (40,000 lumens), 
steel and aluminum construction, assembly time—45 minutes, Complete: 
(less CO® tank and regulator). » be . + + + $585.00 
VORTEX II—Gx6x7"2 feet, 252 cubic feet, 1150 watts max. (110,000 
lumens), steel and aluminum construction, assembly time—1 hour. 
Complete (less CO# tank and regulator) x 
Both systems are pre-wired, all inner surfa 
reflection and light dispersion, *CO® tanks and regulator rentable from local 
welding supply. 


‘HIGH PRESSURE SODIUM LAMPS FOR FLOWERING ONLY 
High pressure sodium for VORTEX 1 (50,000 lumens)... . . . $185.00 
High pressure sodium for VORTEX II (140,000 lumens). . . - . $295.00 
SPECIAL ; ‘ 
VORTEX I complete with tank, regulator and high pressure sodium 
flowering lamp factory installed, (List $999.00) Special . . . . . $895.00 
ACCESSORIES 

CO? tank, 20 Ib. . sees . oe . . $115.00 
Regulator, all brass oo yo e ese ne eee ects ce oe ce 0 $7400 
CO? tank, regulator, timer, hose and converter + $295.00 
*Call for individual component pricing 
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Utah $4110-1 
(801) 261-0582 


GROWING 
YOUR ff) OWN? 
— 


THE GROWERS CHOICE... 
MS 1000 Super Halide Bulb 
(125.000 Lumens) 
Deluxe Porcelain Enamel Hood 
Enclosed Remote Ventilated Ballast 
Professional Quality Throw 
Frlly Assembled 


$199.95* 


las tipi 
Michigan residents 044 4% sles tx 
ospharous cates bulbs a $7.00, 


To ORDER: 
Tell Free (800) 227-0027 

E n (517) 392-2663 

Seat Check or Monty Order te: 


Credit Cars 


SUPERIOR GROWERS SUPPLY, inc. 
080K 1325 
EAST LANSING MICHIGAN 48823 
FREE CATALOGUE 
ONE YEAR PARTS & LABOR GUARANTEE 
‘Most Orders Shipped in 24 Hours 


ALL PRODUCT STRENGTHS. 
LISTED BELOW 


110% 
11009 


ace 415 Macopin Road 
West Milford, NJ 07480 


(201) 838-5254 ject 10 bottles 


3 A-DAY DIET PLAN 


sooo 


STIMULANTS 


$15.00 FOR A DELOREAN? 
TRIAL SPECIAL! 


‘Yes. this is the same Big "1" chopping blade that we 
offered last fall for twenty five dollars. Aeavy gauge 
formerly contained ina genuine DeLorean automobile 
‘body panel, each ane comes complete with a certificate 
cof authenticity and rubber grip for in- packet safety. 

To order. please send $15.00 to Big"D” Spoon Co, 
inc, 9131 SW. 37th Ave. Portland, Oregon 97219 
Please allow three to four weeks for delivery. slightly 
longer for orders accompanied by personal checks. 


Call Toll Free 


800-221-1833 
IN NJ 201-838-5254 
WE SHIP C.O.D. or 

PRE PAY: AND SAVE 

FREE SHIPPING. 

‘Two Thousand Minimum 

Tor tree shipping 

One bottle order add 

$3.50 for shipping 

Pease no personal oh 


PRICE PER 100 

Bottles of 100 

available in bottles of 10¢ 
*Special Offer 


100 pills - $40.00 


FLASHES 


/ continued from page 10 

page as if it were important evidence ina 
complicated and gruesome crime. Then 
they put the book down in their laps, and 
meditate upon evil—which many then 
directly proceed to commit. There's some 
question if an orderly society can survive 
much of this, and Singer has promised 
more to come. 

“Lam a deep-dyed scoundrel,’ 
gunslinger Joaquin Murieta cries from out 
of the past. “But so help me God, I was 
driven to it by oppression and wrong.” 

“The Germans,’ reflects Winston 
Churchill, “are always either at your feet 
or at your throat.” 

Feliks Dzerzhinski, KGB godfather: 
“Trust is good, but control is better.” 

Nguyen Cao Ky, Vietnam war hero 
turned restaurateur: “I've realized, after 
fourteen months in this country, the value 
of money, whether it is clean or dirty.” 

When heroin dealer Herbie Sperling 
holed up in his mother's house, and the 
narcs broke in and grabbed the shit, 
Herbie told them: “If you guys have a beef 
with her, that's her problem. Don't lay it 
on me. The old lady has to take care of her 
own weight.” 

Keith Richards here, kids, on party 
etiquette: "I never turned blue in anyone's 
bathroom. I think that's the height of 
bad taste.” 

Mass-murderer Carl Panzram: "I have 
no desire whatever to reform myself. My 
only desire is to reform people who try to. 
reform me. And I believe that the only 
way to reform people is to kill ‘em," 

‘The wisdom of mass-murderer Charlie 
Manson: "If God is one, what is bad?" 

‘The wisdom of Sirhan Sirhan: “If Robert 
Kennedy were alive today, he would 
support my petition for parole.” 

The wisdom of Al Capone: "You can get 
much further with a kind word and a gun 
than you can with a kind word alone.” 

‘The wisdom of Sam Giancana: “You see 
that fucking fish? If hed kept his mouth 
shut, he wouldn'ta got caught.” 

‘The wisdom of Pres. Lyndon Baines 
Johnson: "Boys, I may not know much, 
but I know the difference between chicken 
salad and chicken shit." 

‘The wisdom of J. Edgar Hoover: “Justice 
is incidental to law and order." 

Hic Times publisher Thomas King 
(1945-1978) Forcade: "So I lied. So what?" 

‘Anyone with eyes in their heads can see 
what appalling damage such books as. 
these can do to the very fabric and texture 
of our democracy. Anyone who wants to 
help Singer along should send their cruelty 
quips to: Bad Boys’ Quote Book, Vol. Two, 
Avon Books, 1790 Broadway, New York, 
NY 10019. For example: 

“Old enough to bleed, old enough to 
butcher.” 

—Counterculture scribe Dean Latimer 


on the ideal statutory age of consent. 
nee 
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THAT’S RIGHT! YOUR NAME IS 
KILN-FIRED AT 1,400°F IN 
PURE 24 KARAT GOLD 

ONTO THIS FINE IVORY CHINA MUG. 


| Cot GALLERY 45 Grove street NEW YORK, NY 10014 


| Please send me ___ mugs at $8.95 each or 2 mugs 

! for $15.95, plus $1.50 each for shipping & handling. 
Enclosed is my check or money order for $__ 
(N.Y. residents add 8%% sales tax). Allow 4-6 weeks 
delivery. PRINT names separately and attach to coupon. 


NAME 
ADDRESS _ 
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GREEN LEAF MOTIF 


THE CONTAINER 
THAT GROWS 


HYDRO KING- 


Anything from Herbs to Watermelons 
A Typical Water Culture System... and more 


* Simply start a seed or place a plant in your 
favorite soil and the plants root system will 
grow into the nutrient solution on its own. 

© Hydro King offers complete contro! over a 
plants need for oxygen, water and nutrients. 
© Hydro King adds a new dimension to culti 
vating. Its soil ring has a removable bottom 
cover. This permits soil rings to be added to 
the top or bottom of a plant 

* Hydro King utilizes a wick system that can 
be added or removed with-out causing harm to 
the plant 

* Hydro King comes with a moisture retention 
cover that conserves water while allowing the 
soil to breath. 

* Hydro King is portable, does not require elec: 


tricity and can be adapted to automatic watering 
systems, 

* Hydro King’s resevoir can be temperature con: 
trolled. 

* Hydro King assembles into an excellent seed 
prouter and much more. All included with 

nstructions. 

* Plus: suggested ways to make money using 
this incredible plant container 

‘+ The Hydro King system cost 
to operate than any other system 

Horticulture science says - - /ts the Best Plant 

container in the World. 

U.S. "Pat" No. 4,369,598 

Cand, “Pat” Allowed 


s to own and 


Now Only $15.00 plus $2.00 for postage. Total $17.00 each. 
‘Send Check or Money Order to: HYDRO KING, PO. Box 949, 
La Grande, OR 97850. Phone (603) 963-0633. 


()VISA() MASTER CHARGE ( )AMEX Exp.Date__ 


Card No. 


Signature 


‘Send me ___ HYDRO KING plant containers at $17.00 each, 
including postage and handling. Money Back Guarantee 


Name 


Address 


City 
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Sixth-Degree 
Borscht Belt 


In case you haven't noticed, 
there's a physical-fitness craze 
sweeping the nation, but you 
won't find no Jane Fonda Dan- 
skins wrapped around HIGH 
TIMES Editor Larry Sloman 
and Contributing Editor Kinky 
Friedman. 

They've been taking their 
orders from Moscow-trained 
Boris Shapiro, who was a com- 
bat karate champion in Russia 
before he chopped through the 
iron curtain and set up his own 
martial-arts school in Brook- 
lyn, New York. The New York 
‘Combined Sport Center offers 
a wide range of physical-fitness 
and self-defense classes, fea- 
turing techniques used by the 
Russian Olympiads and more 
esoteric practices of the Mon- 
golian assassin cults never 
before revealed to the Western 
world. The results? In four 
short months Sloman has shed 
30 pounds and grown shoul- 
ders, while Kinky recently 
made headlines in New York 
City when he came to the res- 
cue of a woman who was being 
assaulted while she withdrew 
money from an all-night cash 
machine. 

The following action se- 
quence depicts a typical Shapiro 
training session. 
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‘Master and pupil acknowledge the mutual respect and admiration they have for 
each other. 


Kinky (left) initiates combat with a vicious Gene Simmons tongue thrust, while 
Boris counters by tickling his feet. 


Caught off guard by his master's unorthodox parry, Kinky grabs his hat and 
leaves in a huff. ‘ 
Photos by Larry Sloman. Taken at the Parc Swim & Health Club, New York Ci 


ETTERS 


/ continued from page 8 

and how she used something called 
"Greenmountain.” She put it in a can, 
lit it and then breathed in the smoke. 

Quite a bit of pot is smoked around 
my house and my child is usually in 
the room. When he goes to his grand- 
parents he is never around it. 

Do you know if there is any 
connection between "Greenmountain" 
and "marijuana"? And could marijuana 
smoke be helping my little boy's 
asthma from flaring up when he 
is home? 

—Curious mother 

Tex. 


We asked some docs about this one. 
The general opinion was that probably 
your little boy has a sensitivity to some 
particular kind of airborne pollen that 
‘exists around your folks’ place, but not 
where you live. On the other hand, it's 
true that marijuana, up to the 1930s, 
was widely sold in prerolled cigarette 
form for asthma relief. “Asthmador” was 
the most memorable national brand, al- 
though there were innumerable local 
brands with names like “Greenmoun- 
tain.” One big reason marijuana was 
made illegal in the 1930s, really, was 
because no single drug company could 
get a patent on this unpatentable bush. 
As to whether potsmoke may serve as 
some kind of asthma prophylactic, 
keeping your child from having attacks 
at home, that's a tough question. The 
THC in potsmoke definitely does relieve 
acute asthmatic constriction of lung air- 
ways, by reducing the blood levels of the 
particular hormones—"prostaglandins’— 
that promote the constriction. That was 
settled in 1976 by researchers at UCLA. 
And of course, when proof of exactly 
how pot can help asthmatics emerged 
like that, the government closed down 
that whole area of research. So it's 
impossible to say whether it's the pot- 
smoke that keeps your kid from seizing 
up with asthma at home. But thanks for 
writing. -DAL 


Little Brains on the Prairie 
Editor: 
Being an ex-night-shift worker, I have 
many nights sat up unable to sleep 
and watched TV. Usually I take in the 
movies, but last night I decided on the 
“Tonight Show." Well, I sat there and 
Johnny did the monologue, went to 
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— OHAUS SALE 


ea oi 
es OHAUS DIAL 0 GRAM 


Dial provides fast accurate 
weighing of 
grams 


SALE *189°° 


up to 2,610 


OHAUS TRIPLE BEAM SCALE 


Complete with carrying case 
and extra weight set 


SALE *139°° 


reg. $179.00 


reg. $219.00 


Attachment weight set & carrying 
case sold separately 


Send 2.00 for your Direct Source Catalog 
and receive a certificate towards your 
next purchase. 


Py 1 Visa Master Card ‘Money Order 
By ea 
‘Add $5.75 Shipping & fandlng. 
MB souncE:” Ohio residents add 5.5% sales tax. 


MD 0.250, oH 12 


‘0 Call Toll FREE, 14800}-848-1408 
‘or in Ohio 1-(614)-871-1668 


| GENUINE 
Seri abag BULL Siac 


|“BOSS, POLITICAN, MOTHERIN-LAW, BILL COLLECTOR, WIFE, HUS- 
|BAND, EX, CLERGY, RUSSIAN EMBASSY, IRANIAN EMBASSY, DOC- 
ITOR, LAWYERS, ETC 
\ IR PERSONAL MESSAGE INCLUDED FREE _ 


VISA*MCe*M.0.e CHECK 
CASH* SORRY NO C.0.D.’s 
SEND $9.95 ncwuoes postace 

IT’S CHEAPER THAN FLOWERS! 
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isted below! _ T'S CHEAPER THAN FLOWERS! | 
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Your Bag O' Bull will be sent in 
strictest confidence with no 
mention of who is sending it 


YES! Send a bag of B.S. 


1 ABEHESs == |exe. pare: 

1 STREET: — SIGNATURE: 

1 APT. liNaMe 1! 

| ADDRESS: eee 

| STATE ZIP: _ Rae = ml 
i message: DEAR: city: a =" i 
! [STATE: _ ———! 
H SEND TO i 
1 9 1 1 
| ; Bag ’O Bull | 
! * P.O. BOX 1368 | 
' <a. 1 
! SIGNED: a ia CARMEL,IN , 
( {Optional 46032 | 
1 PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY ut 
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a commercial, and then introduced 
Michael Landon as his guest star. 
Mr. Landon came out and was 
explaining his recent achievements, 
when he got on the subject of drugs, 
and this is what's eating me. You see, 
he explained to Mr. Carson how 
“These people nowadays, by smoking 
grass and drinking at the same time, 
‘shut off a throwing-up mechanism, 
disenabling them to throw up, and at 
the same time enabling them to drink 
all they wish.” Needless to say, I 
turned the TV off and went to sleep. 
‘Sounds like bull to me. What do you 
think? I never throw up anyways. 
—Chester 

central N.Y. 


Poor Michael Landon has been hanging 
‘out for years now with a bad bunch: 
Kathy Crosby, Nancy Reagan, Mr. T 
and a whole bunch of other “drug-abuse 
experts” who are forever discovering 
disturbing new scientific evidence about 
marijuana. These are the people who 
discovered that pot shrinks men’s tes- 
ticles while growing breasts on them, 
and if they can do that, it wouldn't 
probably strain them much to discover 
that pot depresses the gag reflex too. 
And if only marijuana really would 
depress the gag reflex, we all could 
fortify ourselves with it against creeps 
like that.—Ed. 


Think Before You Snort 

Editor: 
Kudos to Mark Swain and the News 
Department for exposing the cesspool 
of neo-nazi cocaine traffickers stinking 
up Bolivia. With such characters being 
the ultimate recipients of our cocaine 
dollars, one wonders if we all wouldn't 
be better off giving up the drug alto- 
gether. Seriously, between the people 
that use it, and the people that sell it, 
cocaine has some serious karma prob- 
Jems. I'm not calling for a boycott or 
anything like that, just a little thought 
before you purchase your next gram. 
—Philip A. 

Address withheld 


He Hates N.Y. 
Editor: 
Looking at the article “I Love N.Y. 
Pot," in your Mar. '84 issue, has con- 
vinced me that California hasn't got a 
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thing to worry about. You should send 
the guy whose plants you featured a 
book on how to grow buds that are 
good. 
—Red Bluff 

Northern Calif, 


He Loves N.Y. 


Editor: 
‘Thanks, HIGH TimEs, for “I Love NY. 
Pot" (Mar. '84). Most people do not 
realize that agriculture is the largest 
industry in New York. We rank high in 
the potgrowing states in both quality 
and quantity. Most of the harvest is 
not produced in New York City, al- 
though this is where the finest import- 
ed seeds stocks are found. I have 
grown pot upstate for ten years and 
could comfortably compare my prod- 
uct with any other from the United 
States. Don't forget your success rate 
will depend on experience, skill and 
a passion for the art! 
—Aliive with pleasure 

upstate N.Y. 


Inflated Figures 
Editor: 
I have been a constant reader of 
HIGH TIMES for over six years; during 
that time I've found the magazine an 
excellent source of information and 
entertainment. 

As a connoisseur myself, I think 
“R"'s column is one of the best in the 
book and I'm envious of his position as 
the “true” Connoisseur. I tip my hat to 
you, "R." 

‘The main reason I am writing 
though, is to comment on the Trans- 
High Market Quotations. The Area 
Bulletin was and still is the highlight 
of the report, but prices found there, 
and in the national market as well, are 
a bit high, to say the least. If ] didn't 
know better I'd say you got your prices 
from the police. Why don't you print 
the mailing address of the THMQ on 
the same page as the prices, to facili- 
tate reader response? As it is now, the 
address is real hard to find when 
youre stoned. 

—M._D. 

Hackensack, NJ. 


Thanks for the tip—we'll use it. Until 
we make the change, those of you wish- 
ing to send in your price quotes can mail 
them to THMQ, cfo Hic Times, 17 W. 
60 St., New York, NY 10023.—Ed. 


Hydrolite™ 
Standard 
469% 
* MS-1000/C 
Coated bulb, 
2 200 lumens 


+ 18” Gro-white 
‘enamel reflector |< 
(8'x8" area) 

‘+ Remote louvered ballast, 20 ft 
UL lamp cord, 8 ft. power cord, 
hook, pre-wired, in-line plug 


Cylinders of Sunlight™ 


SSS) 
‘+ same spectrum as the sun 

atented ultra-violet 
+ twisted for more light 


Recommended by every leading 
authority! 

For: seedling starts, side lighting, 
low ceilings. 


Why Buy From Us? 

Applied Hydroponics has been the 
leader in the indoor growing field 
since 1977. We're the oldest and the 
largest. Time-tested and proven by 
tens of thousands of satisfied High 
Times buyers, our record speaks for 


our products, makes us ly 
answer for those who want to grow 
their own. 


PRICE EA. Oty, 
Hydropot 59.95 
Hydropot Quad (7” x7’ area) .. 199.95 
Hydrolite 250 (4° x4" area) ... 144.95 _ 
Hydrolite Standard 169.95 
Hydrolite Super 21” (145 .. 199.95 __ 
1000 Watt HPS 289.95 .. Sale 264.95 __ 
400 Watt HPS 199.95 
480 Watt LPS. 229.95 
Cylinders of Suniight, 6-48” .. 69.95 _ 
Cylinders of Sunlight, 6 -96”.. 139.95 _ 
Grounded Light Timer, 
Reg. 29.95 Sale 19.95 __ 
‘Nutr. A 20-6-16.1 1b./100 Gal... 12.00 _ 
‘Nutr. B 9-30-12, 1 ID./100 Gal. .. 13.00 _ 
‘SUB TOTAL _ 
California Res. add 6% Sales Tax __ 


A items shippe freight collect in pain boxes. FREE 
TIMER (529 95 vale) when you over both 
hydroponics and lighting Check here. 


MONEY ORDERS, CASHIERS CHECKS, AND CREDIT 
‘CARD ORDERS SHIPPED IMMEDIATELY. 
VISA 7 MC. Exp, Date____ 


+ 


Signature 
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Ratios 
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‘APPLIED HYDROPONICS 
150 Bellam Bivd. * Suite 300 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
(800) 634-9999 + In CA (415) 459-7898 


HIGH TIMES says: “Thanks to its unique 


<=, \ hydroponic system, the Hydropot just sits under 
its light and pops out plants. No dirt, no manure, 


HYDR6POT no sweat. Each Hydropot unit is good for three 
JZ to five husky plants. Grow twice as fast, get 
bigger yields.” 
* MS-1000 watt clear halide grow light. 125,000 lumens. 
We dare you to compare! Tepes) 


* 21” reflector. Our exclusive Sata-Lite™ alloy! Perfect 
reflection and smooth diffusion. Up to 30% better 
HYDROLITE™ \ than enamel or polished aluminum. Adjustable & 
removable. Focus or spread light as plants grow. 
SUPER | Covers 10’x 10’ area. 45” adjustable white enamel on 
request, same prices available. See catalog. 


Remote heavy steel louvered ballast cabinet. UL 
components. Watersafe. (Common ventilated ballasts 
are dangerous near water). 

Plus: Pre-wired with in-line plug (not wire-nuts). 20 ft. 
UL lamp cord, 8 ft. power cord, 5KV socket, built-on 
hook. 


HYDROLITE™ 


MN Ss 


MORE INDOOR GROWERS CHOOSE 
HYDROPOT™ SYSTEMS BECAUSE... HYDROPOT™ 


* Professional flush system with heavy-duty pump and + _ Nutrients —two specially blended formulas — A for 
timer. Fully automated. One-plant drip set-ups can't growth, B for flowering — complete and balanced for 
compare. greatest yield and potency. 

Geolite™ Rock — retains perfect amount of nutrient * Complete system with illustrated growing manual. 
solution and air between cycles, anchors plants, reusable, Just add seeds and water. 
pH balanced! Prevents salt or bacteria buildups. 


he Flowering Lights a = : 
ADD seo : = «q HYDR6POT ) 
Q ‘ y 
k= _ ORDERSI/FREE CATALOG 
l aD Toll Free (800) 634-9999 
— In California (415) 459-7898 
“ty 


HIGH Paleede eu aI NEW! LOW PRESSURE SODIUM a 
Reg. 260" Sale je ‘Only 180 watts produces 33,000 lumens. 

«1000 wat 140,00 lumens) Moet often gh nthe won! Yout blo APPLIED 
5” Growhite enamel reflector. Wide light distribution. No 

+ Remote lowered ballast, SKV socket, 20 Louvered ballast. Forlow celings, side HYDROPONICS 
ft. UL lamp cord, 8 ft. power cord. lighting or any tight areas. 450 Bellam Blvd. * Suite 300 


400 watt HPS, 50,000 lumens, 18” reflector +199". San Rafael, California 94901 
Visit our showroom Mon-Fri. 9-5 


FOR JUST SIX CENTS A DAY YOU CAN 
PUT POLLY POT BACK TO WORK 


Yes! I want to keep Polly from 
being sent back to Cambodia. 


HIGH TIMES SUBSCRIPTIONS 
P.O. BOX 965, FARMINGDALE, NY 11735. 


Forced to flee her native land when the 
Khmer Rouge began their bloody reign 
of terror, Polly Pot sought refuge in the 
HIGH TIMES Subscription Department. 
We took her in, pledging our undying 


fe | Sch Bee teriact United States Canada & Foreign 
Supper Olas) Ong, as sne was Cost effective. 01 Year (12 issues) $24.50 01 Year (12 issues) $30.50 
But, through no fault of her own, Polly Pot 2 Years (24 issues) $44.50 2 Years (24 issues) $56. 


is in danger of losing her job. Skyrocketing 
newsstand sales have compelled us to 
reapportion personnel in light of a distorted 


| HAVE ENCLOSED A CHECK OR MONEY ORDER. 
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distribution ratio. Now only you can help. ee 
By becoming a subscriber to HIGH TIMES Address = 
you will not only secure for yourself the Gy oe Sais 


world’s most exciting magazine, but a 
bright future for Polly as well. 


PLEASE PAY IN U.S, FUNDS — ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


ROGER DAVIS IS FREED! SEE PAGE 20 


scorns MIGIHIWITNESS * Fina 


DEEDS OF Ce | 


‘ | 
JULY ’84 ~—NO.107 


FEDS ATTEMPT 
TO BLACKLIST 
HARVARD DOCS 


NIDA POLICY OF CENSORSHIP 
ALIENATES DRUG SCHOLARS 


'WialkA mC GUNn H INP IgNENTEN GUT Mos Mins MND sitc, 


imeem benno tow bre teehee haw je he nse pe 


667 Hs SMACKS OF TOTALITARIANISM. THEY 

should be ashamed, and I'd tell them that 
to their faces,” scolded Dr. Arnold Trebach, direc- 
tor of the Institute of Drugs, Crimes and Justice at 
American University in Washington, D.C. Tre- 
bach was responding toa recent blacklisting effort 
by the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA). 

The incident that fired Trebach’s indignation was NIDA's sud- 
den withdrawal of official sponsorship from the biennial scientific 
conference of the National Association on Drug Abuse Problems 
(NADAP)held in New York City this March. NIDA had reviewed 
the basic program for the conference, and had approved it well in 
advance, but backed out when it was learned that Drs. Lester 
Grinspoon and Norman Zinberg would be serving as moderators 
for two scheduled panel discussions. NIDA'sstated reason for the 
action was that these two Harvard psychiatrists were not viewed 
as “neutral” on certain crucial issues. 

Grinspoon and Zinberg are, of course, two of the most univer- 
sally respected researcher-educators in the entire field of drug 
abuse, but they are also on the “hit list” of the national “parents 
movement.” The New Right parents organizations, who hold as 
doctrine that all use of illicit drugs of any sort is innately criminal, 
have gained ever greater influence over government drug-abuse 
policy since Ronald Reagan first entered the White House in 
1981. The objection of these pressure groups, and hence of NIDA, 
to Grinspoon and Zinberg is that both scientists have taken posi 
tions in favor of marijuana decriminalization; both, in fact, still 
serve on the advisory board of the National Organization for the 
Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML). They have simply argued, 
for years, that criminalizing the marijuana user has little effect on 
drug abuse, except to compound the dangers of abuse with the 
dangers of the prison system. 

NIDA, meanwhile, remains in charge of distributing what limited $ 
federal funds are still available for research into drug abuse, and $ 
this sort of public condemnation sends a clear message to the sci- 
entific community: Anyone wishing to avoid the disapproval of the 
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U.S. government must disassociate them- 
selves from these men and their ideas. 

At the same time, NIDA’s own assistant 
director for science, Jack Durrell, readily 
admits that Grinspoon and Zinberg take an 
“open, exploratory view” of their subject, 
while NIDA tendstoemphasizethehazardsof 
drug use. Durrell himself informed NADAP 
that his agency was pulling out of the New 
York conference. 

‘Most of the scholarly community has re- 
mained remarkably quiet, so far, in the face 
of this assault on scientists and scientific 
principles. When NIDA announced in Feb- 
ruary that support for the NADAP meeting 
was being withdrawn, Grinspoon told Sci- 
ence magazine, with notable restraint, that 
this was an indication of the “increasingly 
politicized” direction of NIDA, but he would 
say little else. And Zinberg, at this writing, 
has refused to make any public statement at 
all about NIDA’s action. 

Dr. David Smith of the Haight-Ashbury 
Free Medical Clinic, whose Abuse Folio 
column in HIGH TIMES has earned him a 
position on the parents-movement hit list, 
has been slightly more outspoken. In inter- 
views with two professional journals of 
drug-abuse treatment, he acknowledged 
that the so-called parents lobby had at- 
tempted to manipulate the exclusion of him- 
‘self and others from public forums on drugs— 
because they had expressed the opinion that 
notall drug use necessarily constituted abuse. 

Dr. Arnold Trebach is one of the few aca- 
demics to openly condemn the government's 
blatant distortion of drug information, and 
he has been doing so since well before the 
NADAP flap. In a speech to the NORML 
conference on marijuana and health held 
last fall, for instance, he lamented, “Data 
from NORML is more unbiased than data 
from the government, and that shouldn't 
be.” In Trebach's view the NIDA concept of 
neutrality as applied to Grinspoon and Zin- 
berg is utterly out of whack: 

“I've been in the field for twelve years, 
and Ihaven't met a neutral yet,” he explained. 
“Any significant man or woman in the field— 
on any subject—is not neutral. As it happens, 
Grinspoon and Zinberg are not neutral, but 
they're not neutral because they've chased 
the line of evidence to a certain point and 
have made certain judgments. But these are 
judgments based upon meticulous research, 
research as good as anything NIDA has ever. 
put out. These are two of the best objective 
scholars in the world in the field of drug 
abuse.” 

But Trebach argues that the NIDA policy 
which produced this attempted ostracism of 
Grinspoon and Zinberg is tainting virtually 
all NIDA research: “When I read reports 
from NIDA, they always seem to say, ‘We 
censor the truth. There is an established cat- 
echism which we promulgate, and those who 
stray from this theocratic doctrine are here- 
tics, and are not worthy of being heard.” 

The NADAP-NIDA conflict is by no 


means the first manifestation of NIDA'santi- 
scientific bias and capitulation to antidrug 
hysteria. Last year, Dr. William Pollin, di- 
rector of NIDA, sent off a letter to state li- 
brarians all over the United States, directing 
them to “purge” anumber of NIDA publica- 
tions from their shelves (see Highwitness 
News, Apr. '84). Many of these documents, 
commissioned during the more open-minded 
’70s and consisting of straightforward, ob- 
jective information on psychedelics, were 
then destroyed in compliance with this offi- 
cial request. In the controversy that followed, 
Pollin made it abundantly clear that he had 
launched the purge in direct response to po- 
litical pressure from the parents lobby. 

However, NIDA’s increasingly heavy- 
handed tactics of censorship and blacklist- 
ing may be breeding a backlash. One close 
observer of the drug-abuse-treatment estab- 
lishment confides, “I think the academics 
will react, but they're very slow and delib- 
erate. This Grinspoon-Zinberg thing is a 
real insult to them, but they'll martial their 
forces mighty carefully.” 

‘Another party, close to the controversy 
but reluctant to be quoted by name, argues 
that NIDA is cutting itself off from the very 
community it is attempting to control. “I 
think the problem is that Pollin now knows 
he no longer has any serious support in the 
legitimate scientific community,” says this 
researcher. “Consequently, he has to go along 
with whatever his only remaining constitu- 
ency, the parents movement, demands.” 

Itmay be symptomatic of the widespread 
lack of respect for NIDA that NADAP went 
ahead with its March meeting without the 
federal agency’s support, and made no 
changes in its program. Dr. Barry Stimmel 


ofMt. Sinai Medical Center, the organizer of 
the conference, branded NIDA's withdrawal 
“injudicious” and “unfortunate,” when in- 
terviewed by Science. 

The conference did take a rather odd 
turn, though: One of the speakers scheduled 
to participate in a debate over the effects of 
marijuana use was former NIDA director 
Dr. Robert Dupont. Once an advocate of 
marijuana decriminalization, Dupont re- 
versed his position 180 degrees with the rise 
of the parents movement, and became an 
antidrug zealot. He now runs Bensinger and 
Dupont Associates, a consultant firm that 
specializes in ferreting-out drug users in pri- 
vate industry, in partnership with Peter 
Bensinger, former director of the Drug En- 
forcement Administration. When Dupont 
canceled, because of a schedule conflict, he 
was replaced by another “expert” with simi- 
lar views: Dr. William Pollin. 

At least two individuals who attended the 
conference tell HiGH TIMES that Pollin’s col- 
leagues did not seem to accord him the es- 
teem that might ordinarily be associated 
with the title of “Director of the National 
Institute of Drug Abuse.” In describing the 
ill effects of marijuana, one witness said, 
“He would address only adolescent mari- 
juana use—the most emotional side of the 
issue, which was pointed out quite disdain- 
fully bya member of the audience during the 
question-and-answer session.” 

Did Pollin have any supporters at all in the 
audience, the HIGH TIMES informant was 
asked. 

“None.” 

No allies at all? 

“None that I could see,” the witness re- 
plied. “It was quite surprising.” 


ROGER DAVIS IS FINALLY PAROLED 


OGER DAVIs, WHOSE 40-YEAR SENTENCE 

for crimes involving about eight ounces 
of marijuana was upheld by the U.S. Su- 
preme Court in 1982, has been freed at last. 
Davis, busted in October 1973 in Wytheville, 
Virginia, has consistently maintained that 
he was so severely punished not for dealing 
pot, but for affronting the racist power 
‘structure of small-town Virginia. At thetime 
of his arrest, he was looked upon locally asa 
black “pied piper” of the counterculture, 
and he had married a white woman (see 
HicH Tives, July ’83). 

He served three and a half years of 
maximum-security time before being re- 
leased on appeal in 1976. With the backing 
of the American Civil Liberties Union he 
remained on the street for just over five 
years while his appeals were being exhaust- 
ed. Following the Supreme Court decision 
in January 1982, Virginia governor Charles 
Robb reduced his sentence by executive 
order to 20 years, before he was returned to 


state custody. 

He was released April 5—his earliest pos- 
sible parole date—after carefully maintain- 
ing a spotless record at the medium-security 
Botetourt Correctional Unit near Roanoke. 
When released he had served a total of five 
and a half years for a crime that today sel- 
dom fetches more than probation. 
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HIGHWITNESS NEWS 
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LOSE FRIENDS AND THE FAMILY OF SGT. 

David McCowan have this one basic 
problem understanding why he’ in a mil 
tary prison after pulling a marijuana “pos- 
itive” on a urinalysis test: They're sure 
McCowan has never smoked marijuana in 
his life. His service record has been abso- 
lutely unblemished over his entire nine 
years of military service, and his per- 
formance ratings have been consistently 
stamped OUTSTANDING. Sergeant McCowan. 
worked diligently and enthusiastically for 
the U.S. Army, achieving the highest non- 
commissioned rank, E-5, while raising a 
family. In 1982 he became a computer pro- 
grammer at the White Sands Missile Base 
in New Mexico, where black personnel are 
conspicuous by their extreme rarity; his 
outstanding competence as a programmer 
helped him get that slot, as did his perfor- 
mance as a gung-ho, spit-and-polish para- 
trooper in the Airborne Rangers. 

Then on 3 February 1983, as part of arou- 
tine inspection at White Sands, McCowan’s 
detail there was required to “furnish urine 
specimens.” The testing was done at Brooks 
Air Force Base in Texas, and in May, Mc- 
‘Cowan's superiors told him he was definitely 
a drug user. The Brooks AFB piss-test ma- 
chines—operated by bottom-rank service 
trainees as an exercise in learning how to 
operate real lab technology—had reported 
that something in McCowan’s urine sample 
had looked likea certain “telltale” marijuana 


Courtesy of Ci 


Gloria and David McCowan 
end product. 

This “positive” report was the signal for 
the drug-abuse staff at White Sands to get 
as nasty as possible with Sergeant McCowan, 
so as to provide an “example” for all the 
other troops. As nastily as possible, then, 
they told him publicly that he was a “drugs 
user,” and demanded that he piss in another 
bottle so that they could “confirm’ 

McCowan, already astonished at this ac- 
cusation that he had ever smoked pot, blew 
upin their faces. Their machines and trainee 
techs had already messed up on his first 
sample, he said, and he'd be damned if hed 
give them achance to mess up like that again, 
until he got some guidance on these ma- 
chines, and on his rights. 

They busted Sergeant McCowan on the 
spot for refusal to obey a lawful order. He 
was prosecuted at White Sands in Novem- 


SPORTS TIP 


BLACK NONCOM BURNED BY URINE TEST 


ber 1983 for that charge, and also for “use” 
of pot, based on the urine positive. 

Presiding authority Col. William Hemmer 
said he had to throw out the pot charge when 
he learned that even if the Brooks machines 
had seen genuine THC in McCowan's urine 
sample, they could never determine if he 
might not have inhaled it (by accident, quite 
possibly) weeks or even months before the 
day he furnished the sample. If that had hap- 
pened, McCowan may have been on leave, 
off base or in another jurisdiction. So the 
judge implicitly agreed with McCowan’s 
contention that the tests weren't any good at 
all, and cleared him of the “use” charge. He 
convicted McCowan for his refusal to obey 
the order to take a second test, and McCow- 
an was then taken straight from the New 
Mexico courtroom, in shackles and under 
armed guard, to commence a six-month 
sentence at Fort Sill in Oklahoma. There are 
no provisions for appeals bond after convic- 
tion in a militarv court 

McCowan’ wife, Gloria, with a year-old 
baby at home in Chicago, was thus faced 
with a si nonth period of no income, and 
since the court also reduced McCowan’s 
rank to E-4, the family income would cer- 
tainly be greatly diminished in the future. 
Other service wives in similar situations— 
their family’s income diminished, their hus- 
bands permanently stigmatized in the ser- 
vice as drugs users—have filed for divorce. 
Gloria McCowan went looking for a lawyer 
to file an appeal, a restraining order, and a 
demand for injunctive relief in excess of 
$10,000. / continued on page 25 


PITTSBURGH, 


PENNSYLVANIA 


oc ELLIS, FORMERLY OF THE PITTSBURGH PIRATES 
‘and currently a Los Angeles drug counselor, re- 


vealed recently that he was on LSD when he pitched a no- 
hitter against the San Diego Padres in 1970. Ellis told the 
Pittsburgh Press that he had taken the acid on what he 
thought was an off day and only learned that he was 
scheduled to play when he read a newspaper about an 
hour later. 

“I can only remember bits and pieces of the game,” 
said Ellis. “I had a feeling of euphoria. I was zeroed in on 
the [catcher's] glove.” He did walk eight batters in that 
‘game, but no runs were scored. 

Not to worry: Ellis does not endorse athletes doing 
drugs. He also recalled that he was on “pep pills’—pre- 
‘sumably some amphetamine—in another game four years 
later, in which he started the game by hitting the first three 
batters, walking the next on four pitches and throwing 
two more balls—before being yanked from the game. 


APIWide Word 


Mountains of Cocaine: The officer above is tending a small portion of the 
estimated 32,000 pounds of coke seized in “the largest drug raid ever,” on 
a refining “factory” near the town of Florencia in southern Colombia. The 
enormous kitchen was guarded, it was officially announced, by an armed 
contingent of Colombian “communists.” 
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HISTORIC OPIUM LORDS 
WILL LEAVE HONG KONG 


He 70" GN eG K ON G 


by Charles Winston-Levy 


J MATHESON AND COMPANY, THE 
gigantic international industrial combine 
which smuggled more opium than any pri- 
vate or public concern in history, is prepar- 
ing to abandon Hong Kong at last. Founded 
in the 1820s by two legendary British super- 
mercantilists, Joseph Jardine and James 
Matheson, the company moved literally 
millions of cantaloupe-sized balls of brittle 
brown Indian opium through this offshore 
trade depot into Imperial China (where sim- 
ple opium possession was a beheading of- 
fense) until the 1880s. When opium-poppy 
growing was finally legalized in China, and 
the profits immediately fell out of the racket, 
Jardine, Matheson went into Asian railroads 
and banking, and for the last 100 years has 
been the biggest corporation in Hong Kong. 
But now they're moving out before the Com- 
munists take over. 

Hong Kong and its sister city, Kowloon, 
have literally been rented from the People’s 
Republic of China since the revolution of 
1948. The lease runs out in 1997, and while 
the Peking government has promised to 
allow the ever-thriving island port to carry 
on capitalism as usual, it’s not realistic to ex- 
pect that the Reds would ever suffer Jardine, 
Matheson to operate unmolested on its per- 
sonal premises. The companys credited by 
economic historians (from Karl Marx to 
Lyndon LaRouche) with systematically dis- 
mantling Imperial Chinese society by cor- 
rupting Chinese aristocrats, politicians and 
police authorities with dope money. And the 
private corporate correspondence of Jardine 
and Matheson themselves, and their heirs 
and company chiefs, abundantly testifies 
that this is exactly what they believed them- 
selves to be doing at the time. 

“As soon as opium is made legal in China, 
it will cease to be profitable from that mo- 
ment,” James Matheson thoughtfully wrote 
to his Indian drug suppliers in the 1830s; 
“The more difficulties that attend the trade, 
the better for you and us.” The company’s 
house organ, published monthly throughout 
the 1800s in Hong Kong, was candidly called 
the Opium Circular. Even the Bible-thump- 
ing European missionaries whom Jardine, 
Matheson “sponsored” in China—to deflect 
British criticism of their opium-smuggling 
operation—worked secretly as spies for the 
British government and as dope-pimps for 
the company’s directors. 

With typical forward-looking sagacity, 
therefore, Jardine's current directors are 
preparing to pull themselves out of the South 


China sea a full 13 years before the vengeful 
Reds officially assume title to the trade en- 
clave. “I wish to emphasize,” assures com- 
pany chairman Simon Keswick, “the con- 
tinued confidence of Jardine in Hong Kong, 
and that the proposals {to move] neither in- 
volve nor herald any withdrawal from Hong 
Kong, nor any reduction in our efforts to ex- 
pand our business in Hong Kong and China.” 
Henceforth, the company will be doing 
business out of the Bahamas, the former 
British Crown Colony off the shore of south 
em Florida, where the government offers 


Day ever since 1970. 


White House. 


Jardine, Matheson opium factory at Malwa: da Fiore Nel Sangue, per Dean Latimer e 
Jeff Goldberg: Cosco Ciapanna Editore, Roma 1983; Traduzione: Luca Gerosa. 


JULY 4 SMOKE-IN ‘WILL ALWAYS HAPPEN’ 


“ee Exs IF WE HAVE TO MOVE IT AROUND AS A GUERRILLA OPERATION,” SAYS DANA 
Beal, arch-freak of the Yippies, the annual July 4 Smoke-in “will always hap- 
pen.” The July 4 Coalition has been smoking-in in Washington, D.C., on Independence 


This year's marijuane-liberation event will begin on July 3 when a “Rock Against 
Reagan” sound stage is to be set up at the coalition’s “base camp” just southeast of the 
Lincoln Memorial reflecting pool. A propot march is planned for the next day—Wed- 
nesday, July 4—from the Lincoln Memorial to Lafayette Park, but, according to Beal, 
both the coalition and a right-wing, antipot political group have applied for permits to 
gather in the park that day. Should D.C. authorities prevent them from holding their 
demo in Lafayette Park as planned, says Beal, the march may be rerouted to the 


exemplary corporate security and bank 
secrecy toall well-heeled comers—including 
self-exiled Yankee banker-narcotrafficante 
Robert Vesco. It is reported in the New York 
Times financial section that Jardine, Mathe- 
son's stock listings—which have taken a bit 
of a beating on the venerable Hang Seng 
index here (the Hong Kong stock exchange), 
ever since the “relocation” was announced— 
should pick right up as soon as Jardine sets 
up shop in Nassau. 

Speaking realistically, Jardine corporate 
attorney Raymond Moore confesses: “Hong 
Kong is an uncertain legal jurisdiction, and 
uncertainty is the enemy of business.” With 
this nitty-gritty statement, Moore echoed 
the bottom-line candor of David Jardine, 
Joseph's son. When the Chinese Imperial 
government, after losing the Second Opium 
War, legalized domestic opium-poppy culti- 
vation, Jardine dourly advised the investors: 
“Sales of this article appear to be diminish- 
ing, and we should not regard it a secure 
article of remission in the future.” 
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POT CARTOON RILES KENTUCKY SHERIFF 


ERLANGER, KENTUCKY 


REE COPS ARE PICTURED 

out in the middle of a Ken- 
tucky hemp field, laboriously 
uprooting big, scrawny hemp 
plants, bagging them and burn- 
ingthem. Attheedge ofthe field 
stands a caricature of Boone 
County sheriff Elmer Wright, 
his uniform soaked with the 
honest sweat of pot harvesting, 
bawlingorders: “Saveth’seeds, 
boys! Burn th’ pot, but save th’ 
seeds!” A cute little mask-faced 
raccoon asks, “I wonder why 
he wants the seeds?” A merry 
white rabbit laughs, “Hes gonna 
bait the fields for doves!” And a 
little bird reflects, “I guess they 
will be flying high this yea 

Sheriff Elmer Wright wants 
to know just who the hell drew 
that cartoon. Whoever the car- 
toonist is, he’s likely the sare 
party who's been lambasting 
Wright with “threatening” let- 
terseversince, nearly two years 
ago, the good sheriff wasbusted 
by the feds for “aiding and abet- 
ting an illegal hunt.” Herein lies 
atale. 

In early September 1982, 10 
male hunters were rounded up 
in the woods near Burlington 
by federal wildlife agent Don 
Pooler. They werecharged with 
violating migratory bird laws, 
by casting birdseed into open 
forest glades, soastoattract the 
attention of southbound doves, 
pheasants, ducks and so on. 
Boone County sheriff Elmer 
Wright was also busted at the 
time by federal game agents for 
aiding and abetting this illegal 
hunt. And the word went out 
over the county police radio on 
17 September of that year for 
wildlife agent Don Pooler's car 
to be stopped on the road for 
any possible reason. 

Well, three Boone County 
sheriff's deputies subsequent 
ly testified that they'd heard 
Wright's voice, over the air, or- 
der the stop on Poole’s car; and 
later that day a deputy pulled 
Poole over and cited him for a 
cracked windshield and “im- 
proper equipment.” 

However, a few days later, 


when the feds asked for the 
tape of the 17 September police 
short-wave from the county 
communications office, it tured 
out that the tape had somehow 
been reused already. Commu- 
nications head Mike Dolhan- 
cryk said that sure, tapes custo- 
marily are kept for 30 days be- 
fore being reused, but for some 
reason this tape went right back 
‘on spool justa couple daysafter 
it was first run. “I had nothing 
to do with it,” Sheriff Wright 
said at the time. 

And in January of 1983, Sher- 
iff Wright was found not guilty 
of aiding and abetting in that il- 
legal hunt near Burlington— 
even though all 10 hunters had 
been duly convicted and fined 
$250 apiece. It seems to have 
been some little while after 
that that Wright started getting 
his threatening letters, one of 
included the marijuana 


cartoon. 

“T've got a lot of these letters 
T’ve never told anybody about,” 
says Wright. “When peoplestart 
threatening you, you have todo 
something.” Thethreatsarenot 
threats of bédily harm, however, 
according to Deputy Sheriff Jes- 
se Baker, who's been appointed 
to investigate the mysterious 
letters and artwork. “Most of 
them are just nasty, cranky 
bull,” says Baker. 

“Shurf” Wright has been a 
conspicuous figure in the local 
media, these last couple au- 
tumns, as a champion mari- 
juana-eradicator. His deputies 
have clocked countless man- 
hours at the task, sweatily up- 
rooting untold thousands of 
pounds of wild Kentucky rope- 
hemp from roadsides and va- 
cant lots and cow pastures, and 
of course it’s always Wright 
who claims and gets the credit 


eachtime for “busting” umpteen 
hundred-million-dollars’ worth 
of “top-grademarijuana.” There 
is some suspicion that the fun- 
ny letters and artwork may 
originate with a disgruntled 
employee of the Erlanger police 
department. 

Deputy Baker has gone after 
his investigation with notable 
zeal, therefore. Typewriter faces 
inthe sheriff's own office, and in 
the police offices of Erlanger and 
Florence, have been checked 
against the typewriter-face on 
the threatening letters Wright 
has received. County communi- 
cations head Dolhancryk has 
been given a lie-detector test 
(Sheriff Wright refused to take 
‘one) about the erased tape and 
came up “inconclusive.” “There 
are a lot of opinions about this 
whole thing,” reports Deputy 
Baker, “but Ican't say there isa 
concrete conclusion.” 


SMOKE-INS, PROTESTS, POT CONFERENCES, ETC. 


The following schedule of events was compiled from information provided by the New York Yippies 
and the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML). An updated version of 
this list will appear each month in Highwitness News. Inquiries about specific events should be di- 
rected to the Yips, NORML or local sponsoring organizations. The Yips can be reached at Smoke- 
in Central, (212) 533-5028; NORML's Washington number is (202) 331-7363. If you are working on 
an event that should be added to this schedule, please send the relevant information, at least three 
months in advance, to: News Dept., HIGH TIMES Magazine, 17 W. 60 St., New York, NY 10023. 


Rainbow Gathering for World Peace (Yippies), near 


Mt. Shasta, Calif. July 1-7 
Rock Against Reagan (Yippies), Lincoln Memorial grounds, 

Wash., D.C. July 3 
Ronald Reagan Memorial Smoke-in (Yippies), Lafayette Park, 

Wash., D.C. July 4 

Rock Against Reagan (Yippies), state capitol grounds, Denver. July 8 
Democratic convention smoke-in: July 14, Golden Gate Park 

(Yippies); various other unscheduled protests, San Francisco. July 14-20 
Federation for Progress protest march (Yippies), 9 A.M., from z 
Shatto Park to Demian Garcia (MacArthur) Park, Los Angeles. July 28 
Regional marijuana reform conference (NORML), 

Portland, Oreg. July 28-29 
Rock Against Reagan (site to be announced), 

Albuquerque, N.M. Aug. 11 
Protest Myopic Majority’s War on Everything (Yippies), 

coinciding with Republican convention, Dallas. Aug. 20-23 
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HORIZONTAL 
HALIDES! 


Look at a Halide or Sodium 
lamp. The burning chamber 
is long and narrow. How 
much of this does your plant 
“see” with the chamber 
pointed straight down? Not 
much. We have documented 
30% - 50% improvement in & 
light density with our 
horizontal fixtures, which 
orient the side of the 
chamber towards the plant. 


Write for FREE brochure. 


1000w Halide $229 (special) 
1000w Sodium $289 
400w Halide $169 
400w Sodium $229 


1 
1 
1 
A bit more, BUT WORTH IT! ' 
1 
1 
1 
1 
' 


GEOTECHNOLOGY 
P.O. Box 695 © (408) 336-2321 
Ben Lomond, CA 95005 


Santa Cruz Mountains Area 
Come by if you're in the area. 


Distributors’ inquiries OK 


bem e wes cme 


Don't Waste Growing Space 
Get Rid of Male Plants. 


GROW ONLY FES 
FEMALE PLANTS 7} 


WORKS ON 

ALL PLANTS. 
100% EFFECTIVE 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR 
YOUR MONEY BACK 


Each Female Plant Ostection Kit Contains 
Everything You Need to Detect the Sex of Five Plants 


RUSH ME 8 417s g10.95 


Oikns79s oO 
G2KITS $1395 G 100 KITS $325.00 


+ All Seasons 
Out 


NAME 
SS a 


Diesel Botanical Research and Study Group 
P.O. Box 7688, Stanford, CA 94305 
NOW AVAILABLE IN EUROPE, TOO. 
‘Ask for one at your local shop 
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FEMALE SERGEANT SNARLED 
IN PISS-TESTING CATCH-22 


POT ASSAY DISCRIMINATES AGAINST WOMEN 


EL PAgeTOnL( ¢s 1B) us RG: 


HON EB W 0 te Fe < 


N EX-STAFF SERGEANT AT PLATTS: 
burgh Air Force Base, Kim Bartoletta, 

was found “not guilty” last March of the 
“use” of marijuana, despite a battery of 
urinalysis tests which had claimed there 
were THC traces in a urine sample she had 
furnished during a squadron piss sweep at 
Plattsburgh last fall. The discharge board 
that cleared ex-Sergeant Bartoletta stipu- 
lated that she should be returned to her rank 
and duties on the base and be recompen- 
sated for the $400 fine which had been levied 
against her. But Bartoletta is currently be- 
ing told that it may be “six or eight months” 
before anything’s done in the matter, and that, 
in fact, she may be found “guilty” after all. 
Sergeant Bartoletta was about the last 
person at Plattsburgh AFB who might be 
expected to turn up “positive” on a pot urin- 
alysis, because she was in charge of the or- 


“Since I hadnt 
smoked marijuana in 
seven and a half years, 
since I was seventeen, 
I didnt even think 
about it.” 


derly room through which all the 180 sam- 
ples from her squadron passed last October. 
Ifshed had the least cause to worry that her 
sample might come out positive, she could 
easily have switched or salted it: “But since 
I hadn't smoked marijuana in seven and a 
half years, since I was seventeen, I didn’t 
even think about it,” she says. 
Nevertheless, of all 180 samples in her 
squadron, Bartoletta’s came back positive 
from the urinalysis laboratory at Brooks Air 
Force Base in Texas. Bartoletta was faced 
with a choice: either accept a “nonjudicial 
punishment” of reduction in rank to non- 
com status and a $400 fine, or plead “not 
guilty” at a formal court-martial. If the 
court-martial board had found her guilty, 


though, Bartoletta could have been thrown. 


immediately in jail after conviction, with no 
chance of appeal bond. “I have two chil- 
dren,” Bartoletta points out, in explaining 
why she accepted the fine and bust in rank. 

However, in January this year, Bartoletta 
filed for a “discharge board” hearing, at 
which—if she were found guilty of pot use— 
she would merely be discharged from the 
air force, not jailed. As her expert defense 
witness, at this hearing, she flew in from 
Los Angeles Dr. Stanley Gross, a recog- 
nized expert in drug-analysis procedures. 
Gross, in fact, has the patent on a saliva test 
for THC which is shortly to go into commer- 
cial production. 

The Brooks AFB technicians, Gross noted,. 
had screened Bartoletta’s urine sample with 
a commercial radio-immune assay (RIA) 
called the Roche Abusescreen THC. Gross, 
a pioneer of RIA techniques, said he'd per- 
sonally tested out the Abusescreen proce- 
dure on an old-people’s home in California, 
and that 6 out of 10 of the elderly patients 
had shown positive for THC. Testimony 
was also presented showing the appalling 
procedures in the Brooks lab, where trainee 
lab techs cooked tacos in the drying ovens 
for lunch, and where the commander in 
charge of the lab retired himself last year on 
the verge of a nervous breakdown. 

Most of all, Gross pointed out, it's “nearly 
impossible” to obtain a “trustworthy” urine 
sample for testing from a woman, because 
of fundamental anatomical differences 
between women and men. In women, after 
urine emerges from the urethra, it travels a 
minute distance through part of the vaginal 
canal where it's inevitably “contaminated” 
with miscellaneous microscopic particles— 
bacteria, yeast, perspiration, perhaps se- 
men or any other number of unknown sub- 
stances—which could easily “cross-react” 
with the chemicals used in the testing 
machines, and ring up a “false positive” for 
THC. And theres absolutely no way, Gross 
pointed out, of minimizing this cross-reac- 
tion potential with women. 

In addition to Dr. Gross, Bartoletta had 
three of the top lieutenant colonels at Platts- 
burgh testify to her character. Her work at 
the base, they all agreed, had been uniform- 
ly classed as “outstandingly competent” 
over the nine years she's been in the service, 
and she is simply not the sort of person who 


smokes pot. The only person to give testi- 
mony against her, in fact, was the lieutenant 
in charge of her orderly section—her imme- 
diate superior—who was required by law to 
testify that yes, these machines at Brooks 
AFB had registered THC positives on her 
urine; but this lieutenant also volunteered 
the information for the record that her work 
had always been outstanding. 

In mid-March this year, the Plattsburgh 
AFB discharge board found ex-Sergeant 
Bartoletta not guilty, therefore, and stipu- 
lated that her rank and the fine and all back 
pay be restored to her. However, this putsall 
the armed services in a very sticky wicket. 
Tens of thousands of personnel since 1981 
have been disciplined on the basis of no 
more “evidence” against them than routine 
lab tests for THC. Scores of personnel are 
currently challenging these tests in military 
and civil courts, demanding reinstatement 
of rank and reimbursement for penalties. 

According to Bartoletta’sair-force defense 
attorney, Capt. John Speer at Plattsburgh, it 
is within the power of the secretary of the air 
force to overturn the discharge board’s find- 
ings and uphold her Article 15 penalties. In 
New York, veteran civilian defense attorney 
Tod Ensign of Citizen Soldier—a law firm 
specializing in military defense work—af- 
firms that this is true, but would be highly ir- 
regular and nearly unprecedented. “If that 
happens,” says Ensign, “that means there's 
something very special about this particular 


BLACK NONCOM 


/ continued from page 21 

Sergeant McCowan's appeals attorneys 
are Tod Ensign and Louis Font, who oper- 
ate a law firm in New York City called Citizen 
Soldier, specializing in promoting the safety 
interests and civil-rights interests of service 
personnel. Citizen Soldier is continuously 
active in the Agent Orange controversy, and 
has represented people who've been pilloried 
by the brass for absurd “crimes” like homo- 
sexuality. The association of this ultracon- 
ventional, supersolid, midwestern career- 
military household with this high-pressure 
social-interest law firm in New York is a bit 
improbable; but institutionalized injustice 
makes for novel bedfellows. Citizen Soldier 
was already consulting with several marines 
and Coast Guard people about setting up a 
class-action lawsuit to challenge the Defense 
Department's entire urinalysis program in 
open court. Sergeant McCowan made the 
perfect plaintiff to launch a suit: he has no 
record of ever smoking pot, and he’s black. 

Citizen Soldier attorney Ensign has done 
extensive chemistry and biochemistry re- 
search in the course of investigating the 
Agent Orange tragedy, and has quick access 
to experts in the field. In his class-action suit 
for McCowan, presented early last spring to 
the USS. District Court for the District of 


FOR YOU CATS 
ON THE MOVE 
CALL (914) 434-2500 
Same Day Shipments 
Now at an 
Unbelievably Low 
Introductory Offer 


TABLETS 
Green Speck 
Blue Speck 
Red Speck 
‘Minis (Thick & Thin) 
20/20's & 30/30's 
Hearts 
Mini Hearts 
layered Tablets 


CAPSULES 

LARGE 
Red & Black 
Yellow & Black 
White Mole 
Orange 

‘SMALL 
Red, Blue, Green 
& Purple 


THESE AND MANY OTHERS 
PRODUCTS CONTAIN. Caffeine & Ephedrine 
Many ferent Strengths 
Shipped C00 - UPS. We accept VISA or Master Cara 
NOT SOLD TO MINORS 

caUTION 
‘Not for pregnant or nursing women individuals with high 
‘blood pressure, neart disease, diabetes or thyroid disease 
should use only 2¢ directed by 2 phyacian Federal (aw 
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WES FOR REAL Y (1n 3-1) 
SCULPTED BYGMICRTIN CAST RESIN 
WITH SCRUASHAW FINISH, LICENSED BY 
R.CRUMB, SINCHES TALL, ONE ound, 
Seno $20 (Aus $2 FoR TesTree ETc) 


To: 
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Rock! ry Soci Giatice 
CHARLOTCESVILLE, VA. Box 505 
22902 Woodridge, N.Y. 12789 


COCAROMA® 


= A brand new and absolutely unique 
material professionally formulated 
by organic chemists. 

‘© Contains the actual, naturally 
occuring, aromatic esters that are 
responsible for the unmistakable 
scent of genuine cocaine. 

+ Crystalline and pure. Not a liquid. 

* Gains the approval of even the most 
discriminating 


* Not just another so-called “Caine 
Incense”. 

‘+ Not intended for drug or illegal use. 

* Void where prohibited by law. 

* Sold strictly as a novelty 
item only. 

* Warning: Inhalation of the aromatic 
esters contained ih Cocaroma may 
cause excitement or stimulation in 
susceptible individuals. 


YES, rush me —— grams of Cocaroma @ $10.00 per gram immediately! 

Enclosed please find a bank or postal money order in the arnount of 

of age (3. NO PERSONAL CHECKS PLEASE 

NAME ADDRESS. 
STATE Zp 


PRECISION LABS, 204 WEST 20TH STREET, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10011 


tam over 18 years 


For our Deluxe Colored Catalog. 

Your money is refundable on your first order. 

Send to: Neptune Fireworks Co., P.O. Box 398, Dept. B Dania, FL 33004 
Out-of-State Toll Free: 1-800-835-5236 In FL: (305) 920-6770 
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Spi 
AQ 


spill- proof 
waterpipe 


Send 
FOLoING STEM $7.00 
comme fe oe 
wovcmune eget 
second 
Be a 
‘he Price! 
pene: Ad $2.00 
(OW SMOKING AND NEALTH shipping & 
“cen handling 
Ohio residents 
add 5.5% 
sales tax 
DIRECT orcantoutree 
s OURCE, 1-800-848-1408} 
-————_ iar 
1-614-871-1668] 


P.O. Box 543 Grove City, Ohio 43123 


an out of Wy 


this world Ki 


experience — 


Call for your FREE SAMPLE of 
Lebanese or Lettuce “O” 
LeRock or LeFlake Incense 


STIMULANTS 
Tablets 1,000/Bottle Capsules 
397 $25 Black Mole 
30/30 18 White Mole 
20/20 - 18 Blue & Clear 
Hearts - 13 Green & Clear 
Crosses - 10 Yellow 


CONNOISSEUR’S 
Creal items 
Powder Mannitol 

Lactose 

Inositol 


FREE 
382-2400 
(313) 562.4943 


MASTERCARD 


Attention Indoor Growers! 
The Real Best Deal On Super Halide & Sodium Systems 


* All systems are professionally wired 
with safety and hazard free use in mind. 
« Lowest noise ballasts available 
anywhere. 
All systems include your choice of 48” 
metal reflector or 18” porcelain reflector. 
Two year guarantee on all ballasts. 
All bulbs guaranteed, 
All Hallide 1000 Systems are MS 1000 
‘Super Lamps. (125,000 LU) 


All systems come assembled with your 
choice of hoods. 

MS 1000 Watt Super 
Halide System 

1000 Watt High Pressure 
Sodium 

400 Watt Halide System $150.00 
400 Watt Sodium System $180.00 
We carry a complete line of growing 
needs. 


$185.00 
$265.00 


Please send for our price list and flyer on our MAXIMIZER CO? SYSTEM. 
To order send money order or certified check to: 
Emerald City Halide, 8011 Lake City Way NE, Seattle, Wa. 98115 


ROCK 
CRYSTAL 
INCENSE 


Contains Procaine HCL. 
WARNING. It inhaled or 


ingested, may cause 
stimulation, excitement, 
or other toxic reaction. 
Not intended for drug 
use. Void where pro- 
hibited by law. 


$4.95 250 
BASE-@-CAIN 


OUR AMAZING NEW IN- 
CENSE! 


14.95 250 
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with first order 


OPIUM 
POPPY 
CULTIVATION 


The Complete Growing Guide 


$4.95 


Send Your Order To. a 
REAL CONCEPTS, BOX 30554, 
WA 98103 
Phone Orders: (206) 522-4885 


“Price list of hard-to-ind exotic products sent 


Seattle, 


*Minimum $5.Vise/MC/COD. Money order for 
lastest delivery. Add $1 shipping & handling. 
“Dealer inquires welcome. 


Shipped COD 
C.0.0°s accepted with 20% deposit 
206-522-1471 


OCAINE TEST BOOK 


Everything you always 
wanted to know, but 
didn't know who to ask! 


OPIUM POPPY SEEDS 


500 Fertile Seeds! 
Pk 


SPECIAL! 
BOOK & SEEDS 


ony $7.95 
ULTRACAINE 


The Ultimate incense! 
9.95 11 or 


ign explains: 
“In general, black persons possess greater 
amounts of melanin in their bodies than do 
white persons. Melanin is a quinonoid pi 
ment with several enzyme systems in a pro- 
tein matrix. When melanin decomposes, it 
forms a partially coupled hydroxy-indole 
carboxylic-acid compound. These com- 
pounds are exactly the sort of compounds 
that are activated and detected by the re- 
agents used in testing for marijuana use.” 

Melanin is the naturally occurring body 
pigment that conditions skin tone. Although 
it's not a “drug,” melanin asa body chemical 
has various notable structural properties in 
common with THC, the active ingredient in 
marijuana smoke. Melanin and THC are 
both large, nonalkaloidal molecules that 
cannot dissolve in water (or blood, or urine), 
and which are readily absorbed into body 
fat. In order for either molecule to enter 
urine for elimination (or detection by urinal- 
ysis tests), the molecule must be broken 
down considerably by body enzymes. THC 
thus breaks down into many “metabolites,” 
one of which shows up in urine—quite errat- 
ically, weeks or months after use—where it 
may react with urine tests using convention- 
al immunological detection methods. 

To detect this urinary pot metabolite— 
“9-carboxy THC,” short for “11-nor-THC- 
delta-9-THC-9-carboxylic acid”—the im- 
munoassay machines used by the service labs 
employ “antibodies.” These are microscopic 
cells, cloned from yeast, with special molec- 
ular receptor sites that cause them to react 
with carboxylic-acid molecules, and with no 
other sorts of molecules. Thus, these tests 
are considered by experts to be very good 
indeed at determining that a “negative” urine 
sample can't possibly contain 9-carboxy 
THC; but the same experts, if they're scru- 
pulous, will caution that these tests can't 
possibly determine that a “positive” sample 
does contain 9-carboxy THC, and not some 
unknown, nondrug substance with the same 
immunoreactive properties as all carbox- 
ylic-acid molecules. 

Many other drugs besides THC leave 
carboxylic-acid traces in urine. Before the 
Syva Company of Palo Alto in 1981 put the: 
first commercial THC-seeking immunoas- 
say test—the EMIT Cannabinoid Assay— 
‘onthe market, they checked it out on a dozen 
other drugs. They decided that a person 
taking “ordinary” dosages of these drugs 
wouldn't excrete sufficient carboxylic-acid 
molecules into his urine to ring up a positive 
onthe EMIT. (No independent investigator, 
incidentally, has so far looked into this claim.) 
However, spokeswomen for both Syva and 
its parent corporation, the Syntex drug 
company, tell HicH TiMEs that the EMIT’s 
never been checked out against any naturally 
occurring body chemical, such as melanin. 

Yet the fact that melanin's end products 
are carboxylic-acid molecules, with precisely 
the same basic immunochemical structural 
properties as THC’s end products, is hardly 


news. It was first remarked on quite some 
while ago by Dr. Warren James Woodford, 
an Atlanta courtroom toxicologist who has 
worked extensively with immunoassays 
and with melanin. Moreover, two other 
board-certified forensic toxicologists, con- 
tacted independently by HIGH TIMES, agree 
that it's entirely possible that melanin me- 
tabolites may “cross-react” with the THC- 
seeking antibodies in these urine tests, and 
ring up a “false positive.” Says one chemist, 
“It would take a lot of research, and a lot of 
money, to show whether or not that happens. 
But the government doesn’t put out money 
for real marijuana research anymore.” 

Extensive statistical data on this possibility 
may already be available, however. It's not 
known at this time whether the Department 
of Defense, which has piss-tested millions of 
people since their programs started in 1981, 
has been keeping data indicating how many 
black personnel have recorded drug posi- 
tives, as opposed to white personnel. If such 
figures do exist, their disclosure is likely to 
be requested by attorneys Font and Ensign 
on behalf of Sergeant McCowan—and on 
behalf of every other soldier, white or black, 
who's ever been subject to these highly 
questionable immunoassay tests. If a notable 
race discrepancy is discovered in those fig- 
ures, it'll call seriously into question the use 
of these tests on employees and job appli- 
cants by Equal Opportunity Employers. 

Sgt. David McCowan will probably be out 
of jail and back in uniform before hearings 
commence on his class-action suit in D.C. 
district court—the bailiwick of noted black 
magistrate Barrington Parker. McCowan‘ 
asking the court to forbid the Defense De- 
partment and the Department of the Army 
toever demand another urine specimen from 
him; to review his case in the light of a 
recent army “blue-ribbon commission re- 
port” which discovered that the lab proce- 
dures at Brooks AFB and elsewhere have 
been absolutely appalling; to reinstate and 
uphold his unblemished service record and 
hisrank; and toaward him monetary redress 
for all the money this business has already 
cost him. 

‘The man maintains that he has never tak- 
en drugs, and has shunned them all his 
His wife Gloria considers that his s 
record itself proves he’s never smoked pot: 
“His military occupational specialty is com- 
puter programming, To earn it, he had to 
study for years, and take a Skills Perfor- 
mance Test; and he scored 100 percent on it, 
the maximum score.” Mrs. McCowan does 
not believe, from the sound of it, that people 
who smoke marijuana can possibly excel 
at subtle, demanding tasks like computer 
programming. 

McCowan’ friends agree, in fact, that if 
he'd been an officer at White Sands, he very 
likely would have volunteered to work with 
the base's “drug prevention” staffand would 
have been mighty nasty with anyone who'd 
“flunked” a urine test for pot. 


BEFORE IT’S 
TOO LATE... 


PROTEST! 


Sp eae 
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PSYCHEDELIC 
CHEMISTRY 


PSYCHEDELIC CHEMISTRY 
by Michael Valentine Smith 
5! x 8%, 204 pp, illustrated, soft cover. 
The best and most complete book 
ever written on how to manufacture 
drugs! Out-of-print for years, now 
available again in a completely 
revised and updated edition. THC. 
Magic Mushrooms, Mescaline, Har- 
maline, Muscimole, LSD, Cocaine, 
and much, much more! Use the 
handy coupon below to order your 
copy today -- you will be very 
pleased, we know. 


Loompar 
PO Box 1197 


Uniimited 
Pt. Townsend, WA 96368 
Please send me copies of PSYCHEDELIC 
CHEMISTRY. | enciose $1495 + $2.00 postage & 
handling for each copy 

Name 

Adgress 


city 
State Zip Code 


INNER-SANCTUN 


wane 
poRESS 


AUS995 Sues Sw —E— x +511 95 
Men's | Oiy. [ Swe [Colo [tates ary. [ Sire | Color 
18h TShirt 
Tank Spaghet 

eed 


otal amount enclosed 
Send check ar maney order payable to 
INNER-SANCTUM PROD. 


Avoid BIG BROTHER... 
Best techniques ever published 
for creating COMPLETE PRIVACY! 


Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
Become “Invisible” to Investigators 
1 Stop Generating Financial Records 
1 Receive Confidential Mail — Sately 
Stay out of Government Files 
How to Eliminate N 
Begin Cr 
Hiding Your Assets 
Banking Alternatives 
Privacy from Taxes 
“Low Profile” Secrets| 
Hideouts; De 
Multiple Ad 
Using other “Names” 
How to “Disappear” 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU WANT! 


Don't wait! Order TODAY! onty $14. -hp. 


EDEN PRESS 11623 Slater “'C’ 
Box 8410-HP © Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


ES! sens me parvacy 
closed is 14 95D check money order 
at eden please ad 6% sales tax 
{C1 Send latest 800k Catalog — FRE 
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" APRESCRIPTION 
sale, legal, no worry 


= 
Tablets per 1000 

. + MAGNUM 357. - $30.00 
90/20 .... $25.00 — 
20/20 $24.00 | => 
white with red specks 

‘oblong $20.00 

Capsules per 1000 
White MOLE ........... $28.00 
Black and Red capsule $25.00 


Mini thin tablet with imprint 25 mo. 
‘ephedrine sulfate 


per 1000 only . $10.00 
some 100 and 500 count bottles: 
available 


QUANTITY PRICES 
AS LOW AS $4.50 per 1000 
shipping add $2.50 for the first item 
‘and 75¢ each additional item. C.0.D. 
$2.00 we ship UPS. & US. MAIL 
‘quantity orders shipped at cost -same 
day service 
Distributors Wanted 
[Not for resale except by licensed 
distributors 
‘CALL TODAY Monday thru Friday 
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM pacific ime 
DX ENTERPRISES 
P.0. Box 2589, 
‘Sparkes, NV 89431 
1 (702) 331-5488 


‘A GREAT NEW PRODUCT 
CONNOISSEUR’S 
of Smoking and Snuff Acc. 
KEEP TOBACCOS FRESHER LONGER 


Maintains texture, potency and 


enhances taste. 

Using a special blend of natural 
ingredients 

Contained ina disposable pouch. 
It comes with a zip lock, sun re- 
pellent bag. 
For two freshness pouches and 


‘one sun repellent bag - 

Send $5.00 plus $1.95 postage and 
handling. Your purchase price 
promptly refunded if you're not 
completely satisfied 

{Send money order, check or Visa ory 
[Mastercard No. and. expiraton date. 4 
1___ CONNOISSEUR MARKETING 


1P.0. Box 444, North Jackson. Oh. 44451 4 


Not intended Tor legal use. 


For a couple of years now a new species of 
pot has been kicking around the market- 
place, stirring up the curiosity of heads and 
growers. Cannabis ruderalis, the third major 
pot species, following sativa and indica, has 
so captured the imaginations of cannabis 
cultivators, that this year, for the first time, it 
reached the general market. It could be found 
only at the most exclusive dealerships, to be 
sure, and was quickly sold off despitea price 
tag of more than $300 an ounce. 

The reason for ruderalis’ exotic appeal 
lies in its remote origins: the vast and deso- 
late stretches of central Asia's highlands, 
stretching from Mongolia, down to the Hi- 
malayas, across Afghanistan andall the way 
upto the Urals. Most of its natural habitat is 
in Russia, in latitudes from 30 to 60 degrees 
north. 

‘As most pot lovers and growers know, the 
most sought after seeds for domestic sinse- 
milla growth come from Afghanistan. They 
are indica strains, and—HIGH TIMES fabled 
columnist “R” notwithstanding—are more 
expensive and generally considered superi- 
or to sativa varieties. 

The reasons for this become apparent to 
anyone who tries to grow pot. Sativa seeds, 
from Mexico, Colombia, Jamaica and simi- 
lar tropical climes, find the going tough in 
the nether regions of Oregon and Vermont. 
But indica seeds, particularly those grown 
in the blustery reaches of the Khyber Pass, 
take to the mountains of the west like fish to 
an aquarium. 

‘And the ’Ghanies were always eager todo 
business with westerners. Kabul wrote its 
name on the hippie trail long ago, and even 
today the nomadic types that fuel up in New 
York before hitting the road again report a 
bustling western community there. Itis most- 
ly the guerrillas who execute the deals for 
purchases of 'Ghani seeds, this being their 
turf and trade—and woe be toindependents. 
‘The proceeds are then used to finance the 
harrying of Soviet occupying forces. 

This just tickles the hell out of the CIA, 
and in the peculiar world of international 
dope politics, it means that the pipeline from 
Afghanistan to your stash box is conspicu- 
ously underpoliced. With this blessing in 
place, seed smugglers have had a field day, 
and the evidence can be seen in the prolifer- 
ation of indica strains, grown from "Ghani 
seeds, in every pot market in the United 
States. 

Alll of which should set the stage for a re- 


by Bud Bogart 


counting of the provenience ofruderalis seed 
stock, but, unfortunately, the story of its 
journey to these shoresis still obscure. (Read- 
ers with hard information on the ruderalis 
seed connection are invited to respond.) 
The fruits of this strain’s first harvests are 
being tasted throughout the nation, how- 
ever, and reviews of their performance tend 
to be deliriously positive. “Rudy” is said to 
be truly big-league pot, sometimes deep pur- 
ple in color and capable of revving the psy- 
che and the heart to spine-tingling veloci- 
ties. In New York City, ounces were the larg- 
est quantities of it available this season, and. 
they sold out overnight at $320 a crack. 
It'sunlikely, though, that any of this exotic 
smoke is pure ruderalis. True ruderalis, the 
botanists tell us, never grows taller than two 
feet, is not particularly verdant and has a 
high CBD (cannabidiol) and low THC count, 
which means it shouldn't get anyone espe- 
cially high. Most weed sold as “rudy” is prob- 
ably a ruderalis/indica cross, which theoreti- 
cally would produce a unique cannabinoid 
profile, and hence its own special sort of 
head. Inthe coming seasons, the price of this 
new exotic should drop, as supply catches 
up with demand, and within the next few 
years consumers should be able to make 
their own assessment of its relative virtues. 
Ruderalis, by the by, has one particularly 
fascinating characteristic: it lives for only 
eight to ten weeks—an obvious adaptation 
toitsharsh native climate—and flowersafter 
only seven weeks. Alert growers, no doubt, 
are already dreaming of the ultimate hybri 
a bud-heavy ruderalis/indica or sativa cross 
that would bloom within two months or so, 
producing five or six good crops a year. 


So you think you were stoned. . .A 
wire story out of Vancouver, Washington— 
an unrepentant hippie haven—states that 
half of 750 job applicants at an Alcoa alumi- 
num plant were turned down because they 
flunked a urine test for illicit drugs. Most of 
these miscreants had been puffing pot, the 
tests showed, but other drugs, including 
coke and heroin, were also spotted. 

And if you thought that was fun- 
ny. ..A Massachusetts doctor claims 
that it is now possible to identify dope users 
years before they actually start using dope. 
Dr. Gene Smith of the Massachusetts Gen- 
eral Hospital has perfected, he says, a psy- 
chological test to ferret out the future drug 
abusers of America. 
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ABUSE FOLIO 


CHARGES 


Methaqualone overdoses can 
cause delirium, restlessness, 
hypertonia or excessive ten- 
sion, muscle spasms, convul- 
sions, coma, shock, respiratory 
arrest and death. Accidentscan 
result from the impaired motor 
coordination of intoxication. 
Usecan cause headaches, hang- 
overs, fatigue, dizziness, drow- 
siness, torpor, menstrual prob- 
lems, dry mouth, nosebleeds, 
diarrhea, skin problems, loss of 
appetite, numbness, and pain in 
the extremities.’ Many “Quaa- 
ludes” sold on the street are 
actually other drugs, and this 
can lead to confusion jn the 
treatment of overdoses. 


NATURE AND USE 


Methaqualone is a quinazoli- 
none, a nonbarbiturate seda- 
tive-hypnotic chemically quite 
similar to other sedative-hyp- 
notics. Originally developed as 
an antimalarial drug, its seda- 
tive-hypnotic qualities became 
apparent while it was being 
tested in India in the 1950s. In 
1965 Quaalude was approved 
for use in the United States and 
designated a Schedule V drug 
(i.e., one with minimal abuse 
potential). Quaalude was sub- 
sequently marketed by William 
H. Rorer, Inc., and after fall 
1978, by Lemmon, as a safe, 
effective, nonaddicting substi- 
tute for barbiturates. Assuch, it 
became America’s sixth best- 
selling sedative. It also did a 
brisk street business as well, 
because of its reputation as an 
aphrodisiac—derived from the 
disinhibiting effect it shares with 
all other sedative-hypnotics. 
Methaqualone soon lost its 
status as a safe, nonaddicting 
sedative and moved into the 
number-three slot on the gov- 
ernment’s most-abused-drugs 
list. In one recent year, metha- 
qualone was considered respon- 
sible for nearly 6,000 emergen- 
cy-room visitsand well over 100 
overdose deaths in the United 
States alone.* The rise and fall 
of this drug has been more dra- 
matic than most, but it has fol- 
lowedapattern thatisnoticeable 
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METHAQUALONE 


AKA: Quaaludes, Sopors, Somnifac, Optimil, 
Mequin —‘ludes, quackers, ducks, 714s, quas, 
quads, soapers, sopes, etc. 


Medical advice by David E. Smith, M.D. Written by 

David E. Smith and Rick Seymour of the Haight-Ashbury 

Free Medical Clinic. The authors do not advocate the use 
of any psychoactive substances. 


with opiates but most clear with 
sedative-hypnotics. Time and 
again, anew drug is discovered 
that counteracts tension and 
stress and produces sedation, 
euphoria and a sense of well- 
being, andraisesthepainthresh- 
old. Methaqualone, for exam- 
ple, was initially advertised asa 
“nonbarbiturate barbiturate,” 
suggesting that it had all the 
advantages of the barbiturates, 
but none of the disadvantages. 
At first the new drug is seen as 
an answer to the problems of 
tolerance, addiction andadverse 
long-term side effects. In time 
the bad news starts coming in 
and yesterday's “panacea” be- 
comes today’s outlawed or con- 
trolled substance. Perhaps any 
substance that produces these 
desired effects will in the long 
run prove to havea potential for 
addiction and dependence. It 
may be that these effects are 
too desirable not to have their 
dark side. 

Recreational users of metha- 
qualone describe its sensations 
as “peaceful,” “calm,” “arush” 
or like being drunk. They say it 
produces a sense of well-being 
and sexual disinhibition.? 


ADVERSE EFFECTS. 


Intoxication with methaqua- 
lone is similar to intoxication 
with any other sedative-hyp- 
notic, including alcohol. The 
overdose risks are the same, in- 
volving suppression of the car- 
dio-respiratory system, andcan 
befatal. One should never oper- 
ate machinery or drive while 
highonmethaqualone, because 
the drug can produce confusion 
and impaired coordination. Side 


effects can include alll of the ad- 
verse side effects listed under 
Charges. And sexual perfor- 
mance may be impaired by ha- 
bitual high-dose use.? 
Methaqualone is dangerous 
especially when combined with 
alcohol, in beverages or in over- 
the-counter medications, and 
has a potentiating effect with 
any sedative-hypnotic. With 
frequentuse, greater and great- 
er quantities of the drug are 
needed to produce intoxication, 
but the lethal dose remainsrela- 
tively constant; thus tolerance 
to methaqualone also increases 
the risk of overdose. There is a 
high risk of physical depen- 
dence, and withdrawal can be 
marked by insomnia, abdomi- 
nal cramps, headache, anorexia, 
nightmares, delirium. and life- 
threatening convulsions. 


FIRST-AID PLUS 


An overdose, especially one re- 
sulting in unconsciousness, is 
dangerousand should betreated 
atanemergency room or poison 
center. Withdrawal from meth- 
aqualone addiction can be ac- 
complished on an outpatient 
basis with supervision, but if six 
ormoredosage units (pills)have 
been taken daily, theuser should 
be hospitalized. The usual treat- 
mentis thesubstitution ofaslow- 
acting barbiturate followed by 
withdrawal—in order to avoid 
convulsions. 


COUNTERFEIT ’LUDES 
At the beginning of this year, 
Lemmon Company, the sole 
U.S. manufacturer of Quaalude 
and therefore methaqualone, 
ceased production. This means 


that virtually all Quaalude 714s 
onthe street today are counter- 
feit. Two major components in 
many of these drugs of decep- 
tion are diazepam (Valium) and 
phenobarbital, a long-acting 
barbiturate. Other ingredients 
have been pheniramine and 
doxylamine (antihistamines), 
aspirinand acetaminophen (pain 
relievers) and a “grab bag of 
miscellaneous additives includ- 
ing other barbiturates, arthritis 
medicines, o-toluidine (a toxic 
methaqualone precursor also 
used in manufacturing dyes) 
and epoxy glue.”* Obviously, 
there areanumber of problems 
from these counterfeits, not the 
least among them being the 
confusion caused in attempting 
totreat overdoses and other ad- 
verse effects. Bogus ingredi- 
ents can greatly affect the treat- 
ment of withdrawal symptoms. 
For example, with methaqua- 
lone withdrawal, the peak lia- 
bility for seizures may be the 
second day. With high-dose di- 
azepam, it is the fifth to the 
seventh day, and if alcohol is in- 
volved this peak can be delayed 
to the ninth or tenth day, after 
abrupt cessation.* Interviews 
with the users of bogus Quaa- 
ludes indicate that they don't 
get the same intense disinhibi- 
tion-euphoria they expect from 
methaqualone, and very often 
they complain of a prolonged 
drug effect like that of diaz- 
epam.> 
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Peter Hudson 


INTERVIEW 


Fi ain't easy being a stand-up comic. Just 
you anda stool and a mike, frozen in the 
spotlight, onstage before (hopefully) an 
audience full of people who spent good 
money to get in the damn door and now 
are getting hustled for even better money 
for watered-down drinks and, as likely 
as not, are probably paying more cash 
for the babysitter back home. 

‘And you gotta make them laugh. You 
gotta glom on some situation that they 
all face, whether it's the nuclear bomb 
or their mothers-in-law, and give it that 
special little side-zinger so they see it ina 
way they never saw it before and it touch- 
es them, either with a reassuring pat on 
the back or a sardonic elbow to the ribs, 
and the resultant emotional catharsis 
comes out as laughter. It ain't easy. 

Of course, the easy way to connect 
is to paint yourself as some sort of 
schmuck—the guy who don't get no 
respect, the henpecked nerd who pleads 
you to take his wife, the hopelessly neu- 
otic bumbler, the jerk. It's easy for 
people to laugh at people. 

It's harder to elicit laughter when the 
basic comedic mode is attack—which is 
the way Richard Belzer operates, and 
operates brilliantly. All the obligatory 
comparisons to Lenny have been made 
by the critics. And in this case, there 
may actually be something to what 
they're saying. He's got the same kind 
of passionate engagement with society 


RICHARD BELZER 


For years touted by the cognoscenti as 
the comedian'’s comedian and the country’s funniest white man, 
Richard Belzer is finally poised to break over the consciousness 
of mainstream USA. So what took him so long? An 
uncompromising sense of integrity for one thing, and 
a semisociopathic personality for another. 
by George Barkin and Larry Sloman 


that gets clothed in an alrnost arrogant, 
cynical coolness. He can talk social 
issues like a goddamn university pro- 
fessor, spouting Hegelian dialectic one 
‘moment, then vomit up a cesspool of 
Brooklyn street-corner scatology the next. 

Of course, his name is not so obscure 
now as it was, say, a year ago. Though 
he’s been doing his stand-up for almost 
14 years, he’s beginning to channel his 
talent into other areas. Like the “Thicke 
of the Night” show, where Belzer was 
the street-smart antidote to the Velveeta 
Canadian. Then there were the film bits, 
the cameos in Author, Author and 
Night Shift and Scarface. 

And now Belzer is poised on the brink 
of upping his recognition quotient on his 
HBO/Cinemax show, “Caught in the 
Act.” But what kind of woman is 
Richard Belzer? 

Well, they call him the comic to the 
stars. He was the Hollywood/New York 
hip film and music communitys pet 
comedian, the dangerous, on-the-edge 
underground legend who either had too 
much integrity or was too self-destructive 
to even surface out of the after-hours 
scene. 

Of course, the latter was the interpre- 
tation of the cigar-chewing moguls who 
book the college circuits and the talk 
shows and the stuclio projects. For them, 
Belzer's danger might backfire and 
freeze their Amex gold-card accounts. 


But in 1981 Rolling Stone magazine 
did a feature on Belzer, and in a con- 
fession mode, fueled by about 15 sakes, 
he laid out his whole sordid past. His 
abused childhood, the suicide of his 
father, his heroin habit, his broken mar- 
riages—the whole sadness that seemed 
to have permeated his life. Then came 
the sympathy backlash to the article. 

George Carlin insisted he come on 
the "Tonight Show" the evening he guest- 
hosted. Ron Howard got him for a few 
bit parts in his movies. And slowly but 
surely, the agents realized that this guy 
Belzer wouldn't shit on their rugs if they 
took a meeting with him. 

Today, he's punching 40 in the face 
and he’s traded his coke-dealer leather 
jackets for nice, sleek Georgio Armani 
‘suits (courtesy of the Thicke show 
wardrobe department, he hastens to 
add). And it's almost as if he's happy 
now, and it's certain that he’s more 
mature, and it's wonderful that he's 
every bit as funny. 


Hic TIMEs: How did you get 
hooked up with Alan Thicke, and 
what in the name of Groucho Marx 
are you doing on such a patently 
lame show? 

RICHARD BELZER: Those are two 
good questions. And to answer your 
first question, Alan used to have a 
show in Canada: "The Alan Thicke 
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Show." It was an afternoon talk show, 
which I did about three years ago. 
And after the show taped, he invited 
me to his suite and I hung out with 
him, and for some weird reason, I was 
funny that night. I don't know, maybe 
it was a drug or something. But I made 
him laugh for seven hours in a row— 
he was falling off his couch. I was on, 
and I worked it and he never forgot it, 
so when he got this show, he called 
me and wanted me to be on it. 

And the way this show was de- 
scribed to me before it went on the air 
was, we're gonna have Alan Thicke as 
the host, we'll have five or six reper- 
tory people. We're gonna be like 
"Saturday Night Live" and “SCTV” 
and the “Tonight Show," and you can 
be yourself and ba ba bee, and I said, 
"Fucking great," you know? And we 
felt like we were the new kid on the 
block. We're taking on Carson, we're 
gonna be hip, we're gonna be big, and 
we started to do two ninety-minute 
shows a day for three days in a row, 
which is physically impossible, but 
we did them. 

And the show just fell apart. It 
became utter chaos. It's like an intelli- 
gence test: The more intelligent and 
hipper people are, the more they hate 
Alan. And people have all these long 
diatribes about him— 

HIGH TiMEs: Well, the entertainers 
he’s gathered around him are, with the 
exception of yourself, aggressively un- 
talented. Then there's his stable of 
media circus freaks—a gossip colum- 
nist from the National Enquirer, a’pro- 
fessional right-wing talk-show asshole 
and assorted dippy Hollywood soap- 
opera actresses. And people can't 
understand how someone like Richard 
Belzer, who prided himself on his 
“artistic integrity,’ could sell out 

to such an actively vulgar and 

stupid show. 

BELZER: When | first did the show, 
Thonestly felt that we were gonna get 
great ratings and be totally different. 
Because on paper it sounded great. 
But the center of the show is a disas- 
ter, and that's Fred Silverman's fault, 
because Alan Thicke does not have 
charisma. And you cannot blame a 
person if they‘re not charismatic. 
HIGH TIMEs: Whose idea was it to 
add the gossip columnist and the pro- 
fessional right-wing talk-show asshole? 
BELZER: See, when you have a 
sinking ship, you'll try anything. It's 
like bunker mentality. It's Hitler in the 
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“T used to go 
onstage every 
night fucked out 
of my mind on 
drugs you guys 
can't even 

pronounce.” 


bunker and what do we do now? 
So first they had tits out on the show. 
‘Then they had faggot columnists. So 
who’ the show for? There's a faggot 
and there's a chick, and then they 

had rock ‘n’ roll. mean, who's gonna 
watch this fucking show? A schizo- 
phrenic on Thorazine, who one minute 
can be gay and then like tits and then 
like rock ‘n’ roll? It's like, they try to 
please everyone, they please no one. 
HIGH Times: Weren't there a lot of 
routines you had to do where you said 
to yourself, “Why am I doing this?” 
BELZER: I rewrote some of the sketch 
material that I didn't like. Yeah, there 
were a few times where I was embar- 
rassed. Not as much as you would 
think, from the way the show looks, 
because after a point they got afraid 
of me and I would take a script and I 
would go into the producer and say, 
“Babe, do you want me to do this in 
front of two million people? You read 
this line." 

HIGH TIMEs: It seems we can't get 
you to bad-mouth Alan Thicke. Who 
do you want to bad-mouth? How 
about Lorne Michaels? 

BELZER: Again? Well, to tell you the 
truth, I was genuinely thinking of call- 
ing my show "The Real New Show," 
but was voted. down. I'd even let him 
‘on my show. You can quote me on. 
that, I don't mind that at all. After all, 
he had me on “Saturday Night." 

HIGH TIMES: Well, he seems to have 
defined comedy for a whole generation. 
BELZER: And then undefined it. 
HIGH TIMEs: And then beat it into 


the ground. All those “Saturday Night” 
people making a lot of money, doing a 
lot of great things, killing themselves 
and becoming instant legends. How 
do you view that whole phenomenon? 
BELZER: That's a hard question. Well, 
the irony to me is that now I'm being 
hired to do the very thing that terrified 
everyone for the last ten years. You 
know, HBO Cinemax sai: 
you to be Richard Belzer.” No one had 
ever asked me to do that before. They 
hired me to do all the things that lost 
me all the work that I've lost. Not lost, 
but didn't even get asked for. 

HIGH TIMEs: But what do you see as 
the difference between what you do 
and the "Saturday Night” crowd? 
BELZER: See, at the risk of being 
immodest, or whatever, my theories 
and feelings about comedy, terms like 
“don't compromise” come into my 
mind. And not milking the joke to 
death. And not doing an obvious joke 
and steering away from easy laughs. 
So I'd rather maintain my integrity 
than go on and do a really bad, embar- 
rassing, stupid, sexist, drug-laden, 
fucking sketch unless I wrote it. 

It's true, a lot of my friends did 
become millionaires, some are dead, 
and I used to say, “Everyone but me.” 
‘That was my catch phrase. “Everyone 
made it but me.” But now it's my turn, 
even though it's on a much smaller 
scale, and will build longer... . I'm not 
sure I know how to answer the 
question really. 

HIGH TIMEs: Look at someone like 
Steve Martin or Chevy Chase—Eddie 
Murphy, I guess, is the latest exam- 
ple—comedians whose popularity far 
exceeds the talent they have. How do 
you keep from falling victim to that— 
from getting puffed up to the point 
where youre a walking bag of hot air? 
BELZER: Exactly. That's the thing I'm 
terrified of and will never happen to 
me, and if it does I hope you guys get 
me ina corner and kick the shit out of 
me. I saw this happen a lot at Catch 
when I emceed over the years: 

Example, Bill Cosby comes onstage. 
So the audience already knows it's Bill 
Cosby because he's Bill Cosby. And he 
takes the mike stand and says, "I'm 
gonna put this over here.” Big laugh. 

Now, if a guy was auditioning on 
Monday night and you didn't know 
him, and he said, “I'm gonna put the 
mike over here,’ the audience is gonna 
go, "Yeah, and?" So the most danger- 
ous thing in the world for a comedian 


A 


is to have the instant recognizability 
that you are funny and then do any- 
thing you want and people will laugh 
at it because it's supposed to be funny 
because you're doing it. 

Don Rickles is one of the primary 
examples of that. Where, you know, 
in 1966 it was hip to do what he was 
doing, but now he comes off as a 
racist, misogynist, fucking jerk lounge- 
comic scumbag. And he'll doa hockey- 
puck line and the audience will laugh 
like they're Pavlovian Russian wolf- 
hounds. I'm very cognizant of that. 
HIGH TIMEs: Who would you rather 
end up like? 

BELZER: End up? I'd like to start out 
first, then I'll end up. I'd like to end up 
like Jack Benny. 

HIGH TIMES: This is like an essay 
question. Who would you rather end 
up like? Someone like Lenny Bruce or 
Chevy Chase? 

BELZER: Neither. Right in between. 
HIGH TIMEs: Like who? 

BELZER: Richard Pryor, who tran- 
scended the live performances, got 
into film, who can still go back and 
forth and do both and maintain his 
integrity and make a lot of money and 
not sell out. And it cost him every 
fucking inch of it. 

You know, I'll tell you something 
about all of those “Saturday Night” 
people. They begrudgingly did a net- 
work television show—a few of them, 
anyway. There was a lot of friction 
and conflict about this drug-oriented, 
youth culture being in a network 
format. I'm sure you guys are well 
aware of the history and the whole 
thing, but one of the things that 
psychologically fucked up John, I 
know for a fact, and Chevy, also—is 
that they did sell out. They did in fact 
sell out, and took huge sums of money 
and did things that they would have 
made fun of and had scorned and had 
been against their whole careers. And 
I know that John, in'particular, was 
very troubled, although he didn't artic- 
ulate it the way I am articulating it 
now—he was very disturbed about the 
movies Neighbors and Continental 
Divide, because John was a fucking, 
Second City genius, rebel, antiestab- 
lishment—he was everything that we 
thought he was when we first saw him 
on “Saturday Night Live,” that first year. 
And more. Because that was network 
television. I mean, have you ever seen 
him live anywhere? The guy was 
amazing. Harpo on acid. But then he’s 


getting a million dollars to make a ter- 
rible picture, and then another terrible 
picture. And then another terrible pi 
ture. And then finally he's going to 
write his own screenplay and that gets 
rejected. So the rebel in him succumbs. 
The reason he was doing so many drugs 
was because he wasn't happy. 

He wasn't happy because he wasn't 
the John Belushi that he set out to be. 
Chevy has done a 180 degree. He is 
now like a Republican candidate on 
Phil Donahue, with a suit, talking like 
he's running for office. Now he'll talk 
about his “naughty” days on "Saturday 
Night Live,” like, “Yes, I used to do 
those things.” Everyone got jealous of 
Chevy because he stole the show the 
first year and it became the "Chevy 
Chase Show." And then he left and got 
a major picture deal. But Chevy had 
some well-publicized drug problems 
that I feel were related to the fact that 
he was making a million dollars to 
dub Benji’s voice. I was over at his 
house one day and I said, "How the 
fuck can you do this?” We were medi- 
cated, and after a while you say any- 
thing, right? I said, “How the fuck 
can you like dub a dog's voi 
Benji movie?" And he said, 

a million dollars and points. 

said, “Oh.” 

HIGH TIMEs: Wouldn't you have done 
that? 

BELzER: I knew that was your next 
question. I'll tell you something. I 
don't know. I don't know. 

HIGH TIMEs: Two million dollars. 
BELZER: I don't know. I don't know. 


HIGH TIMEs: You know who came 
out really great from "Saturday Night 
Live"? Bill Murray. 

BELZER: He'sa little bit smarter about 
his career than these other people. I 
mean, even though Chevy makes mil- 
lions of dollars, he's a fucking pawn of 
the studios. And now he's trying to 
play the role of statesman. He's no 
longer hip and antiestablishment. 
Now he is the establishment. 

HIGH TIMES: Can you blame him? 
BELZER: | can because I didn't fucking 
sell out. 

HIGH TIMES: Well, not yet, anyway. 
BELZER: What? 

HIGH TIMEs: Who knows what the 
future may bring? 

BELZER: That's a good point. But I 
think the reason that I'm so vehement 
in securing my integrity is that if I've 
gone this far, getting my own show on 
Cinemax, so by the time something 
happens in a few years that might be 
so tempting—like a huge sum of 
money to do some bad picture that 

I know is bad—I'll turn it down. 
HIGH TIMEs: Let's talk about drugs 
and performing. Does the vulner- 
ability of being a comedian make 
drugs indispensable? 

BELZER: I'll tell you something. I used 
to go onstage every night. I'd be fucked 
out of my mind on drugs that you 
guys can't pronounce. Okay? I've done 
everything. And things have done me. 
I've gone onstage using every type of 
drug and I've embarrassed myself; I've 
been great; I've been okay; I've given 
every level of performance on drugs. 

And then I stopped using drugs. Not 
totally, but to go onstage with. I was 
on the road, it was a very cathartic 
experience for me. I was on the road 
with Warren Zevon, touring, opening 
up for him in these clubs all over. And 
every night before we went on, you 
know, it was like "Get out the shovel.” 

He introduced me to Stolichnaya, 
by the way. So, weld be drinking Stoli 
from the bottle and doing coke like, 
you know, Jimi Hendrix's nephews, 
and before I went on I had to have 
that, you know [snorting], and I just 
felt I had to do it. And one night we 
were late. The bus was late and for 
whatever reason, I had to go on 
straight. God forbid I should go on 
straight. 

And I had this moment: I said, 
“Wait a minute. I'm funny. I'm not 
high. Okay." 

So I went on and I fucking killed. 
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And it just taught me a little lesson. 
Because since I first started doing 
stand up, I always had to have a 
couple of drinks, I always had to 

do something before I went on. 

First it was just drinking. Then it got 
to be pot. Then it got to be coke. Then 
there were nights I was onstage on 
mescaline. There were nights onstage 
Iwas on heroin. There were nights 
onstage on every fucking drug known 
to man. 

HIGH TIMES: 'Ludes. Let's not forget 
Quaaludes. 

BELZER: And Quaaludes. 

HIGH TiMEs: How can you tell a joke 
on heroin? 

BELZER: Slowly. Very slowly. 

HIGH TiMEs: Which drug made you 
the funniest? 

BELZER: Hands down. 

HIGH Ties: The big C? 

BELZER: Yeah. Of course. It's called 
“the comedian's drug.” 

Comedian "X," a rich, famous 
comic, came up to me in the basement 
of aclub—there are many famous 
“dressing-room” stories—and he said, 
“Rich,'—I hate when people call me 
Rich, but I let him do it—"Rich, you 
know, you're gonna make a lot of 
money in this business, and youre 
going to be a very big star.” 

I'm saying to myself, "What the fuck 
is this?" We just did coke, and I'm go- 
ing up the siairs, I gotta go on, and, 
you know, what is this? 

"Youre going to be a very big star, 
you're going to be very rich." He said, 
“When you got the money, it's so easy 
to get..." 

In other words, he's telling me that 
he has a coke problem, that I shouldn't 
have one because I make $35 a night 
and hes got $400,000 in the bank. 
"Fuck you. Don't warn me. Get off it 
yourself, I can't afford to have the habit 
you have." He's like giving me a thing: 
“You know, when you make a lot of 
money, you can get a lot of coke." 

I said, “God, I wish I had the 
money,” you know? "That's one habit 
Td love to break.” If I had so much 
money, I could buy as much coke as I 
wanted. [Jewish accent] What a catas- 
trophe that would be. My word. Oh, 
my God, I got big cans fulll of coke. 
What am I gonna do? Maybe I should 
smoke some of it. Maybe I should give 
some away. Maybe I should cut it with 
something else. Who knows what? 
HGH TIMEs: What comics influ- 
enced you? 

BELZER: I was always a student of 
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comedy, as a kid... Lord Buckley, 
Lenny, Jackie Mason. I loved Jackie 
Leonard when I was a kid. Jerry 
Lewis. .. 

But I think the greatest, the single 
greatest influence on me, if I had to 
pick one, would be Groucho. Because 
for twelve years, once a week, I 
watched him every night on "You 
Bet Your Life.” And I know that some 
part of him is in me. I'm not doing 
Groucho, but he’s very much a part 
of me. And so is Jack Benny, but it 
doesn’t show as much. 

HIGH TiMEs: Apart from Richard 
Pryor, who do you really admire 
among your colleagues? 

BELZER: Albert Brooks. George 
Carlin. 

HIGH TIMEs: What do you think of 
Eddie Murphy? 

BELZER: What do think of Eddie 
Murphy? I think that Eddie Murphy is 
a consummate talent. I think that he's 
grossly misguided. I think that with 
all the money that he's making, which 
I don't begrudge him because the 
nature of our business is so illogical— 
I'm not gonna be bitter because some 
schwartze has five minutes, grabs his 
dick and gets fifteen million dollars. 
Far be it for me to be bitter. But they 
should take some of that money and... 
HIGH TIMES: ...and give it to you... 
BELZER: ...and get some good 
writers. The kid is great. There's no 
question about it. He was fantastic in 
48 Hours. He's real good on the floor, 
but his material is repetitive. 

HIGH TIMEs: Well, they all compare 
him to Pryor. 

BELZER: That's absurd. 

HIGH TIMEs: Why is it absurd? 
BELZER: Because he's black and he 
grabs his dick. But he's not a genius. 
But I’m not bitter that I'm 39 and I'm 
hiding from my Arab landlord. 

HIGH TIMEs: There's an amazing 
comic renaissance now. Why? Do you 
agree with the socioeconomic theory 
of comedy: that in bad times people 
want to laugh? 

BELZER: There are more comics now 
than ever before in history. When I 
first started there were maybe three 
clubs. Now there's hundreds of clubs. 
There's Zanies, and Chuckles and 
Laugh Up Your Ass and Bagels and 
‘Tongues and Jews and Jokes and 
every fucking street corner in every 
fucking town has fourteen comedy 
clubs in it. 

See, it used to be every kid got a 
guitar and got in front of a mirror and 


‘wanted to be Elvis. Now every kid 
wants to be Eddie Murphy, they want 
to be Richard Pryor, they want to be 
Steve Martin, which I think is great. 
They say people want to laugh in hard 
times and I think there must be some 
correlation on that level. 

But there's something else at work 
besides that that I can't quite define. I 
don't know why there are more come- 
dians than ever before. I know I like 
it, but I think that it may be some col- 
lective unconscious reflex that people 
are terrified of a nuclear holocaust and 
of not having any money and living in 
uncertain times, so they reflexively 
turn to comedy at some deep level. 

Ido believe that. That's too Jungian 
for your magazine. 

HIGH TIMEs: We have a very Jung 
audience. 
BELZER: But I genuinely believe that 
there may be something to that, that 
there's this thing going on on a nation- 
al psychic level. 
HIGH TIMES: Well, I guess if you have 
a comedian in the White House. 
BELZER: That's right. [does Reagan] 
“Well, I never thought of myself as a 
comedian, but I did know one joke, 
but I forgot it. I know it was a good 
cone, too.” That's a good point: there's a 
comedian in the White House. I think 
we have to get political this year, 
gentlemen. Anyone but Reagan. I'm 
willing to back either Mondale or. 
HIGH TIMEs: Why don't you describe 
the Richard Belzer persona? 
BELZER: Oh, it's been done so much 
better than I could. Uh, how do I 
describe it? 
HIGH TIMEs: Well, what kind of 
‘woman is Richard Belzer? 
BELZER: It's an eclectic character. 
Idon't know. My director, Bruce 
Gowers, calls me the black Italian Jew 
because I can lapse in and out of all 
these different attitudes. 
HIGH TIMEs: A seething pile of 
ethnicity. 
BELZER: Yeah. I don't know, really. I 
could get embarrassed if I have to start 
saying how great I am. I mean, we all 
know I'm great; that's why were here. 
[lapses into Jackie Mason] He's from 
the street, all of a sudden he's from a 
university, then next, he's a heroin 
addict dis day, he's a newspaper 
reporter dat day, one second he’s a 
poet, next minute he's a pimp. Who 
does this guy think he is? He's a 
fuckin’ limousine driver; he can fix the 
car, he can be in the back of the 

/ continued on page 78 
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ON DOCTK 


When a man goes for a complete 
physical examination it's different 
than for a woman. When a woman 
goes, she puts her feet in stirrups and 
they play country and western music. 
But when a man goes, for some rea- 
son the doctor grabs the man by the 
balls and says, “Cough.” I wanna 
know why. What's he looking for? 
"Oh, you got night blindness, huh? 
Whadda you got, tennis elbow? Trick 
knee, huh?’ "Doc, get your hands off 
my balls, okay?" I love when doctors 
have the audacity to put a plastic 
glove on, grease up their finger and 
say, "Bend over." I go, "Whoa, whoa, 
whoa. Doc, I'm paying for the visit, 
right? Here's forty bucks extra, just 
stay outta my ass. And unless you're 
gonna wash dishes, take that fucking 
glove off now, okay, babe? If a small 
car falls out of my ass I'll call you 
up." [don't care how many years this 
guy went to college, he's not hitch- 
hiking up my coolie. I'm funny that 
way. That's the kind of woman I am. 


Fu velere ts rosso ce every 
man. As long asa single man is in 
chains, 1 am not free. You are not 
free. For this reason, and this reason 
alone, I have decided to travel to 


Spandau Prison in West Germany 
and negotiate the release of former 
Nazi leader Rudolf Hess. Yes, a few 
simple crimes against humanity are 
no reason to keep a man in prison for 
eternity, no reason at all. You ask 
unto me, Jessie, how can Rudolf 


Hess possibly make a positive 
contribution to society, and to that I 
respond, Norman Mailer himself has 
already offered him a job doing 
research. While the other democratic 
candidates are taking bribes from 
various unions and attacking Walter 
Mondale, I will be reaffirming my 
belief in the most basic of human 
rights, freedom, freedom, freedom. 
‘Thank you. I am somebody, You are 
somebody, You know who you are 
‘cause I don't know your mother- 
fucking names." 


"Hello, I'm Don Corleone of 
Corleone Political Consultants. Say 
you want to get photographs of an 
Opponent administering a high colon- 
ic to. a congressional page. That we 
can do. Or say you want to encourage 


a contribution from a wealthy Jew 


businessman. That we can also do. 
Suppose the IRS has your guilones in 
avise, know what I mean, our repre- 
sentatives can go down to the IRS 
agent's house, that's right, I said 
house, and get you deductions you 
never dreamt of. Of course, there're 
some things we will not do...No, 
we would do that, Anyway, Demo- 
crat, Republican, Marxist, we don't 
care. We own the winner anyway. 
Call now, make an appointment, 

it's in your best interests.” 


The planet's gonna end in about an 
hour because we got a president now 
who can't hold his fucking head still 


anymore. The thing that scares the 
shit outta me about Reagan is Rea- 
gan's 73 and he's punching senility 
in the mouth, real hard, with brass 
knuckles... 

President Reagan is a very sensi- 
tive guy. He's got a very sensitive 
philosophy of life. His philosophy is: 


"Tm a millionaire, fuck you. Food 
stamps? [grabs dick] Lick this. School 
lunches? Eat fucking tree bark. Okay, 
kids? Student loans? Borrow my ass. 
Vietnam vets? Wrong war, keep 
marching, No benefits. Artistic grants? 
[gives finger] Yeah, here, paint this. 
Here's your grant. Old people? Sorry, 
no one asked you to grow old. Keep 
fucking walking, let's go. Unwed 
mothers? Suck dick next time.” 


ER ON HLAWAH: 
I thought L.A. was laid-back, which 
itis, it's three hours and five years 
behind New York. I thought L.A. 
was the most laid-back place until I 
went to Hawaii. See, Hawaii is three 
hours earlier than L.A., sol figured 
the earlier it gets the more laid-back 
the people are until you get to the 
beginning of time and there's no 
fucking people; kind of a physics 
theory I have. Anyway, the Hawai- 
ians are strange people because they 
have their own way of trying to 
communicate. I figured out why 
Hawaiians talk the way they do—be- 
cause Hawaiians have the strongest 
grass in the world. What else can 
you say after you smoke that shit 
except “Hawaki ha, ha waki ka, 
gawaki ki.” 
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Ireceived a very interesting letter from 
an anonymous contributor: 


Dear Ed, 

Ideal conditions are the growers goal 
for producing healthy plants with good 
yields. However, there is a very real detri- 
mental side effect to ideal conditions: the 
plant grows at twice the rate that it would 
in its natural environment. Stem elonga- 
tion and rapid vegetative development 
causes the plant to become too bulky and 
heavy for the stem to support it. The woody 
and fibrous material which is the strength 
of the plant forms slower and is often over- 
strained. A huge plant may grow that lit- 
erally can't support its own weight. With 
the first hard rain or with heavy flower 
development the plant falls over or splits. 

Plant height can be controlled by using 
a hormonal-type growth regulator. The 
plant's lateral growth and flower develop- 
ment will not be reduced. In fact, flower- 
ing may be more vigorous and occur earlier 
with the use of the hormone. 

The main result is a sturdier plant with 
less distance along the main stem between 
the nodes which bear the branches. Verti- 
cal growth is slowed to a rate that allows 
the tissues to strengthen and support the 
developing plant. The plant is more com- 
pact, with reduced openarea in the branch- 
es, deeper color and an overall shape like 
a small tree or shrub. 

Using a plant-growth regulator short- 
ens the cultivation time because it elimi- 
nates so much of the vertical growth which 
is just a waste of the plant's time. 

I plant five weeks later than normal 
and use a hormone called "B-Nine growth 
regulator,” manufactured by Uniroyal 
Chemical. It is available through com- 
mercial horticultural supply houses for 
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about twenty-five dollars a pound, the 
smallest quantity sold, which will treat 
many thousands of plants. I use a one- 
quarter-percent concentration applied 
every two weeks, starting after the plants 
develop their third set of fan leaves. I 
spray in the late afternoon after any peri- 
od of water stress has passed. The plants 
are sprayed to runoff; until the leaves are 
dripping wet. Use no more than two or 
three applications unless miniatures are 
desired. 

The hormone is approved for agricul- 
tural use on foods such as tomatoes. It is 
unstable after dilution and has a report- 
edly low toxicity. Still, I don't harvest the 
leaves I spray it on. 

—Anonymous 
Address withheld 


Dear Ed, 

In an “Ask Ed” column you've stated: 
“Some exotic grasses are not ordinarily 
imported into the United States. Afghani, 
Southern African and other Africans are 
rarely seen here. These varieties are usu- 
ally shipped to Europe. They are easily 
procured in the free market in Amster- 
dam...” 


Is this really true? Can a person go ona 
trip and get what they want? I am plan- 
ning a trip to the Netherlands and don't 
want to go for naught. 

—Anonymous 
Address withheld 


Yes, it is true. While marijuana is tech- 
nically illegal in Holland, itis totally tol- 
erated and there are no busts for small 
amounts and only a few busts for large 
amounts. Furthermore, there are youth 
clubs such as the Milkveg (Milky Way) 
that have government-approved house 


B-NINE ATTENTION 


Believe it or not, growing under ideal conditions can have 
disastrous side effects. With everything going for them, plants 
may simply become too big and heavy to be supported by: their 
stems. That's where the plant hormone ”B-Nine” comes in. 


dealers. Some small coffeehouses and 
bookstores also vend marijuana and 
marijuana hashish. The last time I was 
there a small club called the Rusland 
was going strong, The Bulldog also had 
a house dealer. 


Dear Ed, 
Can you tell me which countries have le- 
gal marijuana possession and cultivation? 
—Vic 
Shirley, N.Y. 


There are only two countries that I 
know of where marijuana is strictly 
legal to possess—Spain, and in at least 
three states of India, West Bengal, Orissa 
and Madhya Pradesh. There are many 
countries where it is tolerated, includ- 
ing the Netherlands, Jamaica, Nepal, 
Bhutan and several African countries. I 
know of no country where cultivation 
by private parties is legal. For more 
information check out the book, Mari- 
juana Laws of the World, published by 
‘Sun Magic Publishing. 


Dear Ed, 
In the April ‘81 Grow American article 
it says trim sun leaves when they reach a 
half an inch in length. You say don't trim. 
What is the story? 
Thanks, 
—Terry 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


The article you refer to, “Pruning for 
Production,” was written by Peter Beck. 
Beck claims that his technique increases 
total production by thwarting “un- 
necessary” stem growth. In controlled 
experiments, when sun leaves were re- 
moved from the plant, growth slowed. 


“ss 

Bud of the Month: 

Grown in “Friendly Fairfield County, 
Conn.," by Stoneman 


Garden of the Month: "Hiya. This garden is in a quiet corner of Saudi Arabia, 
5,000 feet up. The parent seeds were from Morocco." A.M., Saudi Arabia 


Although I have never tried Mr. 
Beck’s exact technique, I think that it 
actually slows growth and decreases 
production because the sun leaves pro- 
duce many of the sugars that the plant 
uses for growth. With less sugar avail- 
able, the plant cannot grow as fast. 


Dear Ed, 


Thave been cultivating some fine home- 
grown in my greenhouse for nearly five 
months and recently some kind of worm 
has infested the plants. The worm, up toa 
quarter-inch long, is brown and enters the 
stem and eats the core out. I want to get 
rid of them but I am leery of using an in- 


From Ricky of Colo. 
grown ina hydroponic unit, All buds, 
and only two and a half feet tall. Pretty 
good for a spring crop.” 


secticide on something that I will be smok- 
ing. How can I rid my garden of these 
horrible creatures? 
—Dave T. 
Nebr. 


The “worm” that you describe sounds 
like some sort of cutworm, actually the 
larval state of a moth. There are a num- 
ber of natural ways to get rid of these 
pests. There is a bacteria, Bacillus thu- 
ringiensis (or b.t.), which attacks all 
types of cutworms and is deadly. Once 
sprayed on the plants it will remain 
potent until it is washed off by rain or 
spray. It is absolutely nontoxic to hu- 
mans, other animals and plants. It is 
available in many nurseries and gar- 
den-supply companies. Another natural 
biological insecticide is composed of 
Steinernematid nematodes whichattack 
soil and borer insects including many 


attack the pests while they are still in 
the ground, before they climb up and 
bore into the stem. “Seek,” the brand 
name, is available from Nematode 
Farm, Inc., 3335 Birch St., Palo Alto, 
CA 94306. 


Iwelcome questions, answersandcom- 
ments regarding marijuana and mari- 
juana cultivation. Also, photos for the 
Bud, Plant and Garden of the Month 
contest. Anyone whose letter or photo 
is used will receive a free copy of The 
Marijuana Growers Guide. All letters 
are strictly confidential. Send to “Ask 
Ed," HicH Times Magazine, 17 W. 60 St., 
New York, NY 10023. 


By submitting your photograph{s), you 
hereby grant permission to publisher to 
reprint the photograph(s) in HicH Times 
magazine as well as any other Trans- 
High Corporation publications. 


Special Closeup Award: Hawaiian (seeds in view are crossed with Negril ganja 


“Superkiller” stash, by J.B. of Tenn. 
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fs Cadmium 


I GOT A NEW DRUG 


He really does. And he says it's better than any pot 
he's ever smoked, and he can get as much of it as he wants— 
any time he wants—and what's more, it's free. Interested? 


BY aR R” 


| want to tell you about a new drug. A 
fabulous drug, better than grass. It costs 
practically nothing; gets you higher 
than Colombian Gold in a profound, 
lasting way; doesn't give you a hang- 
over the next day. And best of all—it's 
legal. 

You know that song by Huey Lewis 
and the News, “I Wanna New Drug"? 
Well, this is the one he's talking about. 

Remember, he wants one "that don’t 
cost too much” but “makes you feel real 
good.” Well, this one doesn't cost a cent 
and it allows you to feel just about as 
good as it's humanly possible to feel. 
And it’s all natural, nonsynthetic, guar- 
anteed not to cause any adverse bodily 
reaction. And no hangover. None. The 
only thing you get that approaches a 
hangover is the desire to get some of 
this drug into your system every day, 
because it feels so great. And it's not 
merely a narcissistic pleasure trip. It 
gives you enthusiasm for dealing with 
complex people and the difficult prob- 
lems of life; it doesn't make you with- 
draw. On the contrary, scientific studies 
have proven that it's a dependable non- 
toxic antidepressant that can reawaken 
the sense of joy in living life fully, that 
sense that many often lack. It motivates 
your best instincts. 

And that's not all. It's the perfect drug 
for dealing with stress. It doesn't forcibly 
tranquilize you, it just gives you sucha 
powerful feeling of confidence and 
well-being that the multiple annoyances 
of life no longer trigger your adrenalin- 
jangled fright-flight mechanism to the 
point of overload. 


What's more, it's always available, 
and available in a pure, unadulterated 
form. No more endless hanging around 
dope dealers’ pads hoping you'll be able 
to be there the one day every five years 
some genuine Jamaican lamb’s bread 
comes through, while putting up with 
stale Colombian or soporific indica for 
the long stretches in between. 

No, if you follow my directions care- 
fully you'll be able to get enough of this 
drug every single day to completely 
satisfy you. As your Connoisseur, as the 
one man in America who knows best in 
these matters, I stake my reputation on 
my judgment that this drug is superior 
to any marijuana I've ever smoked— 
except maybe that Philippine grass— 
the Thrilla from Manila—that's disap- 
peared from the market, anyway. Let's 
put it this way: You give the Connois- 
seur a choice between smoking the 
finest grass available in America on any 
given day, and this drug; a choice be- 
tween spending the day without one or 
the other, and “R" will unhesitatingly 
choose this one. 

I guess by now a few of you might be 
interested in learning what this amazing 
substance is, ButI'm not going totell you. 

No, just kidding. I'lltell you, butI'ma 
little worried that some of youare going 
to be taken aback; it's going to be too 
much for you to accept. But what the 
hell, youre the ones who'll be missing 
out on the greatest drug experience 
known to man. 


T.. drug is called "beta-endorphin." 
You get it, free, from your own body, 


simply by running half an hour a day at 
least five times a week. Think of it: 
that's a mere 150 minutes—you spend 
at least that much time on the phone 
trying to reach your dealer or waiting 
around in his— 

Booo. Hiss. Get him out of there. 

Iknew this would happen. There are 
some people who are going to take this 
column the wrong way. A whole new 
sackful of angry letters to HicH Times 
protesting another controversial Con- 
noisseur column. “What's going on 
here? One month he came out in favor 
of prayer. He's asked us to boycott in- 
dica, told us to give up grass entirely for 
a monthata time. Whatis this guy, anti- 
drug or something?” 

No. Let me try to explain once again. 
I'm not for or against drugs as a cate- 
gory. I am for a broader definition of 
“drugs,” one which would include sub- 
stances produced by our own body that 
have yet to be declared illegal, but which 
nonetheless get us high. That's what this 
column has always been about: Getting 
high, not getting drugs. The name of the 
magazine, you might have noticed, is 
HIGH Times, not Drug Times. Founder 
Tom Forcade wanted a magazine that 
covered the phenomenon of "getting 
high... . really high,” and though I can't 
quite picture Tom in jogging clothes— 
his most strenuous exercise was turn- 
ing the volume up on his monstrous 
speakers—nonetheless, I'm convinced 
he'd understand what I'm doing when I 
write about the runner's high. And be- 
sides, grass is so appallingly bad these 
days, Tom would be shocked at what 
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garbage is being sold under the name 
"ganja"; hed understand that one has to 
turn somewhere else for pleasure, even 
if it's to one's own brain. 

The brain, you see, is the source of 
beta-endorphin, the body's own opiate, 
a many-times more concentrated high- 
power than any natural opiate, or heroin. 
And all you have to do to tap it is spend 
two anda half hoursa week going for it. 
‘And you'll soon want to. And soon, that 
won't be enough. You'll want more and 
you'll get more, and your mind and 
your body will grow healthier and you'll 
experience the daily bliss of a soaring 
high of well-being, and you'll feel gen- 
erous and loving toward your fellow 
humans, and you'll look better, feel 
sexier, live longer... 

‘These are not the ravings of a cult 
groupie, nor the religious euphoria of a 
Calvin Klein-clad jogging-suited Yuppie. 
This is someone who knows a pretty 
good range of the exquisite highs avail- 
able to man’s sensorium, and would 
choose this high for the pleasure alone, 
even if it took years off my life. 

It's that good. 

Do you know the story of beta-en- 
dorphin? How the name endorphin is 
formed by a fusion of “endogenous [in- 
ternal] morphine." Howit'sbeen shown 
tobe produced in the brainasa reaction 
to prolonged physical exertion, pain or 
stressing of the organism. How some 
scientists believe that it's the secret of 
the acupuncture effect—piercing the 
skin with needles triggers release of the 
body's powerful natural painkiller. How 
its role in running probably served an 
important evolutionary function. Re- 
lease of endorphins allowed hunters for 
hungry tribes to range miles further in 
their search for game, and lifted their 
spirits enough to run back to their fami- 
lies with it. So the activity of running to 
trigger endorphins isnot some suburban- 
fitness-craze aberration, but a fulfill- 
ment of our very evolutionary nature. 

In fact, I think historians of our era 
will come to recognize that the subur- 
ban-fitness, jogging craze was, in fact, a 
drug-addictive phenomenon. All the 
‘Yuppies out there becoming as addicted 


to their own internal morphine as the | 


urban junkies (the Juppies) are to street 
heroin. And how all of it is part of a 
deeper phenomenon—the desire to be 
in touch with the undistorted precivi- 
lized high of natural man. 

Not that the high itself is Neanderthal 
in any way. It's exquisite, dreamy, 
thoughtful, energetic; it taps the deep- 
est, most‘complex levels of conscious- 
ness, allows you to solve problems, to 
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come up with creative solutions to work 


and play by tapping all levels of being. 
And it just feels—in the most purely 
sensuous, hedonistic sense—terrific. 
And lasts a long time. Run in the morn- 
ing and you'll be buoyed up by the post- 
run release of endorphins till you fall 
asleep at night. 

‘There's one problem. Talking about 
running to those people who haven't 
experienced the high is like talking 
about a psychedelic trip to someone 
who's afraid to try it. You just can't ex- 
plain it in words. It's like trying to tell a 
stranger about rock 'n’ roll. And the 
other thing: It doesn't happen right away. 
The first few times you'll feel sore rather 
than high, and you'll be tempted to 
write abusive letters to HIGH Times. But 
stay with it. Eventually, you'll be eter- 
nally grateful to the Connoisseur for 
turning you on to a drug experience 
you might otherwise have missed. 

Here's some other advice designed to 
help you get over the first two-week 


hard part and into the lifelong high part: 


—Run on dirt or grass rather than pave- 
ment. If you have to run on pavement, 
wear well-cushioned sneakers. 


—Ease into it gradually. You probably 
won't be able to run a full half hour at 
first. Go slowly, run awhile, when you 
tire, walk briskly, runa little more, then 
walk again. But just keep doing it, three 
times a week minimum. 


—Dont give up. It's been scientifically 
verified that everyone has beta-endor- 
phin in their brain, and that running isa 
reliable way to tap it. If you're tempted 
to give up, reread this column and say 
to yourself, “'R’ has never been wrong 
about highs before, everybody knows 
he knows what he's talking about. He 
wouldn't be writing this enthusiastical- 
ly if he wasn't confident I'd get really 
high this way and then be eternally 
grateful to him." 0. 


britches and a white short-sleeve busi- 
ness shirt, squeaky clean, nothing but 
his evil mustache to indicate that he 
was in any way at all especially malef- 
icent. "Race you to the Morton Street 
pier!” he commanded, and took off 
like a bat out of hell, sideswiping taxi- 
cabs, terrorizing pedestrians, jamming 
‘wrong-way up one-way streets, just 
like always did for kicks, Only much 
better, and on this lilliputian custom 
item that must have been a real partic- 
ular bitch to pedal around. I ate his 
dust until just past Sheridan Square, 
and then he disappeared, and he never 
did show up at the Morton Street pier. 
Which was a bummer, because he 
owed me money for a free-lance 
article just then, and I was hungry. 

Forcade, I've always figured, was 
just as much into what I call “fatigue 
highs" as I've always been, only really 
especially dedicated to it, the way he 
obviously scaled-down his bike to 
make it tougher to operate. Anyhow, 
T've run into lots and lots of people 
who like to stress themselves into 
blissful abstraction in various stren- 
uous ways. Jogging is fine for it, obvi- 
ously, but personally, I've always 
advocated bicycles: You can make lots 
more trouble with a bike, and you 
dont get shin splints from running 
‘on pavement. 

It can be debated whether it's 
strictly beta-endorphin that's involved 
with stress highs, however. Anyone 
who wants to undergo a classic beta- 
endorphin experience would have to 
go the whole way into surgical shock. 
‘You could do this by getting yourself 
bitten by some large predator mammal, 
of course; when Dr. David Livingstone 
got bitten and mauled by a lion in 
Africa, he recorded with interest in his 
diary afterward that actually, it wasn't 
half as bad as you'd have thought. Or 
you could fall out of a tree and break 
your leg; that would liberate plenty of 
beta-endorphin too. Near-drowning, 
any sort of asphyxiation... 

Self-induced stress reactions, like 
jogging euphoria, are likely to be 
mediated by numerous other endog- 
enous hormones besides beta-endor- 
phin. In fact, some therapists who 
work to wean their patients off cocaine 
habituation by making them jog com- 
pulsively will insist that it's not beta- 
endorphin at all, but norepinephrine— 
arather more exhilarating, and much 
more accessible pee ice tet 
accounts for the thrill. 

Respected drug-science historian 


Jeff Goldberg, who's currently putting 
together a history of endorphin 
research for Bantam Books, has a 
typically complicated scenario for it 
all. "Beta-endorphin’s just one segment 
of a huge pituitary-gland protein hor- 
mone called pro-opiomelanocortin. 
When it's produced by stress, pro- 
opiomelanocortin is broken apart by 
enzymes into beta-endorphin, melano- 
cyte-stimulating hormone and ACTH. 
So joggers may be getting a sort of 
internal speedball: opiate-type eupho- 
ria, mixed with ACTH stimulation of 
adrenalin, norepinephrine, all sorts of 
goodies. Who knows? This precursor 
hormone, POMC, also breaks down 
into alpha-endorphin and gamma- 
endorphin, you see, which have the 
same physical effects as beta- 
endorphin, but seem to have some 
very bizarre psychotropic effects. And 
nobody's sure yet exactly what beta- 
MSH does for a person's state of mind, 
either," points out Goldberg (coauthor 
with me, in 1981, of Flowers in the 
Blood: The Story of Opium). 

Whatever may be involved with it, 
the interior high is a wholly salubrious 
condition, as "R" states. Hell, just get- 
ting a person's body into proper shape 
and tone, adopting a natural and 
regular schedule of exercise, rest and 
sleep—all accompanied by a regular 
program of dental hygiene and quali- 
fied professional care—is bound to 
straighten a person out on a basic 
synapse-to-synapse level, just by regu- 
larizing the exchange of simple acety!- 
choline among one’s nerve cells. And 
you don't have to enlist with the 
marines to get it. In fact, you can do 
all this and do dope at the very 
same time! 

This suggestion that beta-endorphin 
incurs no "hangover," though, may be 
a trifle overoptimistic. The stuff's been 
found to be technically “addictive,” in 
that it reinforces bar-pressing in lab 
animals when they can get synthetic 
beta-endorphin by bar-pressing for it; 
and when they're famished of it, after 
long periods of self-indulgence they 
go into classic morphine-style with- 
drawals. There may just be no species 
of biological "pleasure" that is not 
accompanied afterward by some sort 
of inverse reaction. A very great old 
philosopher-quack named Galen re- 
marked on it around A.D. 200. “Omne 
anima post coitum triste est," said 
Galen: “All animals are sad after 
intercourse.” 

—Dean Latimer 
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NOTES OF A DIRTY OLD MAN 


| er press conference at the office 
of the Groundhogs. The cameras flashed 
and the owner had his arm around the 
shoulders of the new manager. Only he 
wasn'tnew. Clint Stockmeyer had hired 
Larry Nelson twice beforeand had fired 
him twice. Stockmeyer wasa big man— 
big of chest and paunchand money. The 
weight of him almost bent Larry under, 
but Larry flashed a weak smile in com- 
parison to Stockmeyer’ vast grin. 

“How long’s this one gonna last?" one 
of the reporters asked Stockmeyer. 

“Well, we've given Larry a two-year 
contract just to reflect our confidence in 
him. We consider Larry the best mana- 
ger in the league.” 

“If he was so good, why did you can 
him twice?" 

‘There was some laughter. Even Larry 
Nelson laughed weakly as he slid out 
from under Stockmeyer's arm. 

“Well, it got to be a rather emotional 
thing, both times,” said Stockmeyer. 
"Wet both strong-headed, you know, 
and we came upon things we just 
couldn't agree upon—" 

“He stuck his fingers in the pie too 
often," said Nelson. 

“Larry's right," smiled Stockmeyer, 
putting his arm around Larry again. 
"This season Larry is going to have 
complete control. Whatever nine guys 
he wants to put on the field, that's it. 
Any trades, anything of that order, it 
will all be Larry's doing.” 

“It seems to me, Mr. Stockmeyer, 
that you're doing all the talking. What 
does Larry have to say?” 

Larry slid out from under Stock- 
meyer's arm again and stepped a little 
bit forward. 

“Well, I'm happy to be back with the 
Groundhogs again. This is my favorite 
town. I'm moving Pexa from short to 
third, Cerritos will cover short. Also, 
I'm moving Bowers to cleanup, and 
that rookie, Jack Lakewood, will be 
given a full shot at the centerfield job. 
T've got other changes in mind—" 
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“BUY ME SOME PEANUTS 
AND CRACKERJACKS...” 


When the owner and manager of a ballclub don't get along, 
everybody loses. Except Tanya, the cocktail waitress. 
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‘Santiago Cohen 


San tlenge. 


"Do you think you'll be able to get 
along with Mr. Stockmeyer?” 

“Why not? I think we've both learned 
from the past.” 

“Right,” said Stockmeyer. He stepped 
forward and put his arm around Larry's 
shoulders again. The cameras flashed 
and the interview was over. When the 
last reporter was gone, Stockmeyer 
turned to Nelson. 

"Christ, Larry, you didn't act very 
happy about this thing.” 

"What'd you want me to do, a little 
tap dance?" 

“No, not that. But you could have 
acted a little more enthusiastic about 
things. After all, the Jays let you go. You 
‘were out on your ass. I gave you new 
life.” 

Stockmeyer jammed a cigar into his 
mouth and lit it with some anger. 

“And what's this shit about moving 
Pexa from short to third?" 

"Pexa can't go to his right. At third 
base that’s not a big problem." 

“What do you mean, he can't go to his 
right?’ 

“Just what I said, he can't go to his 
right.” 


“Come on, let's go to the Blue Mule 
for a drink.” 

They took a cab out there. The Blue 
Mule was a class place, but at that time 
of the afternoon there weren't many pa- 
trons about. They took a booth in the 
back. The barmaid wiggled up. 

"Hi, Larry,” she smiled, "back again?" 

Stockmeyer ordered a whiskey sour, 
Larry went for a vodka with tonic and 
lime. 

“What'd she mean, back again?” asked 
Stockmeyer. 

“Who knows whata woman means?" 
Larry answered. 

"You can't have any barroom fights 
this season,” said Stockmeyer, “it's bad 
for the game, bad for the image.” 

"What'll I do if some son of a bitch 
Jeans on me?" 

"Figure a way out. You've always got 
your fist in somebody's face. It's not 
smart.” 

"| don't like to take shit.” 

"Nobody does. Use your fucking 
brains. Outtalk ‘em, avoid ‘em, laugh 
‘em off, anything." 

“Some guys keep pressing, they only 
understand one thing.” 


"It's you. You get them pissed, Larry. 
I've seen you.” 

“That's not true.” 

"Yeah, it is." 

“Listen, just get off my ear for a 
while, okay, Stockmeyer?” 

The drinks arrived. They watched 
the girl wiggle away. 

"Maybe I'll put her at short,” said 
Larry, “she's handled a lot of balls.” 

“Maybe yours too?" 

“That's my business." 

Larry drained his vodka right off, 
caught the bargirl’s eye and waved for 
another drink. 

“Another thing,” said’ Stockmeyer. 
“Any guy you find is on the coke, I want 
him benched, I want him traded, I 
want him out of there.” 

“Suppose he's batting .340?" 

“I don't give a damn if he's hitting 
.640. I want him out of there. I don't 
want any cokeheads on the Ground- 
hogs, it's bad for the game.” 

“How about the alcoholics?” 

“They're not so bad.” 

“Oh, yeah? You ever tried to hit a 
screwball with a hangover?" 

Larry's drink arrived. 

“Thanks, sweetie." 

The girl wiggled away again and gave 
it an extra roll just as she walked 
around the bar. 

Stockmeyer took a hit of his drink, set 
it back down. 

“Why you gonna put Bowersinclean- 
up? He only had seventeen homers, Be- 
lanski had thirty-two." 

“Homers ain't the whole game. Bow- 
ers has the ribbies, he hits with men on 
base. Listen, Stockmeyer, I thought you 
were going to let me run this thing?” 

“Yeah, yeah, Iam, I just like to check 
your reasoning. I write out the god- 
damned paychecks, you know.” 

"Yeah, I know you write out the 
goddamned paychecks. Why don't you 
stick to that?” 

Stockmeyer finished his drink and 
signaled the bargirl for another. Larry 
Nelson indicated that she should make 
it two. The bartender already knew. 

"You know, Larry," said Stockmeyer, 
“you get nasty right away when you're 


“Yeah? How about the night you 
punched out the cabdriver?" 

“He instigated it.” 

"How?" 

"He told me hed rather eat shit than 
watch the Groundhogs play baseball.” 

“That's funny.” 

“Oh, yeah? You were manager that 


year.” 

"Ah, here comes Tanya!” 

“Who's that?” 

"The bargirl.” 

Then Tanya was there with the drinks. 
She set them down. Larry Nelson 
reached out and grabbed her, pulled 
her onto his lap. 

“Baby, let's run away together.” 

“You got any money?” 

“I got a fat two-year contract.” 

"Maybe I'd be better off going with 
the guy who gave you the contract?” 

Larry Nelson shoved her off: “Fickle 
femme, I thought we had love!” 

Tanya stood up, picked up her tray. 

“Don't think, Larry, that's something 
you're not too good at!” 

She wiggled off. 

"Listen, Nelson, you know her?" 

“We've met.” 

Stockmeyer picked up his drink. 

“Look, I'll go along with moving Pexa 
to third but I can't see Bowers in 
cleanup.” 

"You said I could run the fucking 
thing.” 

“You're gonna hurt the gate.” 

“I'm not gonna hurt the gate.” 

“You fuckin’ the barmaid?” 

"Maybe. Any rules against that?” 

“No. Can you fix me up?" 

“Does Bowers bat cleanup?" 

"Okay." 

“T'll see what I can do.” 

They just sat there awhile. Then 
Stockmeyer asked, "Whoare your start- 
ers going to be?” 

“Ellison, Carpenter, Mullhall and 
Harding.” 

"That's shit." 

“No, that's it!” 

“Whos your long man going to be?’ 

"Pelling” 

"Pelling? That's good. How about 
your short man?’ 

“Spinelli.” 

"Spinelli? Holy Christ!" 

"You said you'd let me run the 
fucking thing” 

They ordered another set of drinks. 
Afternoon was shading into evening 
and the Blue Moon was beginning to 
fill. Tanya could be heard laughing 
often, a false, shrill laugh. Men camein 
and sat heavily upon the bar stools, 
demented with what the day had done 
to them. They were looking for some- 
thing else but there wasn't anything 
else. Well, there was Tanya. And some 
of them had wives at home. That's why 
they came to the bar. And some of the 
wives were in other bars. 


Charles Bukowski 


Stockmeyer and Nelson sat watching 
the men at the bar. 

“Sad bunch," said Larry Nelson. 

“Yeah," said Stockmeyer. 

Some of the guys had lost interest in 
Tanya and were looking around. 

“T think I've been recognized,” said 
Larry. 

“Well, you're a public figure.” 
"Goddamn it!” 

“What's wrong?” 

"Did you see that, Stockmeyer? That 
guy gave me the finger!” 

"I didn't see it.” 

“There! He's doing it again! And 
laughing?” 

"T see it.” 

“T'm not going to take that! I'm going 
to kick his ass!" 

Larry started to rise. Stockmeyer 
reached across and slammed him back 
into his seat. “Sit down!” 

“What the fuck you doing?” 

“No barroom fights!” 

“Yeah? Well, you don't have to man- 
handle me!” 

“It’s for your own good!” 

“You saw it! He gave me the finger!” 

“It'sall over now. Look, he's talking to 
Tanya.” 

It was true. The man was talking to 
Tanya. And Tanya was bending over 
him, smiling, as if the man were saying 
charming and inventive things. 

“That whore's got a brain so small, if 
you x-rayed it it wouldn't show on the 
plates,” said Larry. 

“But what an ass!” said Stockmeyer. 

"True," said Larry. 

“Ithink we need another left-handed- 
hitting outfielder,” said Stockmeyer. 

“That's true. Get me one. Somebody 
under thirty-five, huh?" 

“T'l work on it." 

Larry drained his drink, set it down. 

“Look! That son of a bitch is giving 
me the finger again!” 

“Ignore it. You're a public figure.” 

“Ignore it, my ass! I'm going to bust 
him up!" 

Larry started to rise. Stockmeyer 
slammed him back into his seat. 

Larry looked at him. 

“Don't do that again, fat boy.” 

"It’s for your own good.” 

“Till take care of my own good... 
Look! He's doing it again!” 

Larry jumped up. Stockmeyer leaped 
up to slam him down again but Larry 
shot a right. It cracked against Stock- 
meyer's chin. He flopped back into the 
booth, then twisted left and fell out upon. 

/ continued on page 84 
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These self-portraits are a bread-crumb 


FROM THE 
SECRET SCRAPBOOKS 
OF STEVE COOPER, 
DOPE PHOTOGRAPHER, 


Legitimate artist-photographer, hard-boiled shooter of 
the worlds best “merch,” Steve Cooper is a man of many faces. 
In this, the second excerpt from his notorious Scrapbooks, 
he takes us behind the scenes of some of our most 
memorable pictorials. 


fy 


November ‘77—“That's 300 pounds of primo Colombian Cheeba Cheeba you see 
there. The stuff came packed in huge barrels which we emptied onto the floor to 
get this shot. The next day I got a frantic call from Hich Times: ‘The guy whose stuff 
it was says it came back six pounds light and what are you going to do about it, Cooper? 
He sounds real mean.’ Now, nobody had hit off that merch. You didn't have to. There was 
so much high-grade lumbo in that room that you got stoned just looking at it. But I wasn't 
about to argue the point with anyone who had enough muscle to move 300 pounds of dope 
around town like so many loose joints. So I got a scientist friend to sign’a bunch of affidavits 
saying that six pounds of moisture evaporated from the buds during the shoot. This was 
back in the days when an ounce was going for $50—so were talking here about $4,800 
worth of moisture. It took me over a week to straighten the whole thing out—I'm 
still into this guy for two bar mitzvahs and a wedding.” 
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April '78—"Pool is the best damn game there 

is and playin’ pool with Nepalese Temple Balls 
brings together the two things I love best in life. 
People say I'm a better pool player than a photog- 
rapher. Yeah, well, people say a lot of things. 
But the fact is, that by the time I was fifteen 
years old I was hustling guys three times my age, 
having them foot the bill for my photography 
lessons. In fact, if | didn't think you‘ take it 

the wrong way, I'd admit to being the NCAA 
Pocket Billiards Champion of 1964. Anyway, 
after I ran this table we pulled the eight-ball 
apart and got real mellow. Like I said, the two 
best things in the world.” 


April '79—"The chimp cost me $350 an 
hour plus some of the most vicious welts, 
bites and bruises this side of the Hellfire 
Club. Yeah, that’s me on the table. The 
setup called for a bullet head (you could 
see the electrodes better that way), so I 
instructed my assistant to strap me down 
and start shooting. The gimmick here was 
to parody all those research docs who were 
trying to prove that pot kills people by 
torturing monkeys. A funny idea, but 
somebody forgot to tell the chimp. The 
beast came at me like a four-armed ban- 
tamweight—all sinew and bone and smelly 
saliva spit in my face. Later, I realized it was 
the joints sticking out of my mouth that 
was scaring the banana juice out of him.” 


June '79—"The guy who grew this stuff acted like 
it was the crown jewels, so that's the way I shot it. 
He was wringing his hands, worried sick that I 
was going to damage his buds. ‘Aren't those lights 
a little too close, Cooper?’ he'd whine. ‘Don't you 
think we better put them back in the bag now, the 
curl is beginning to come out of the one on the 
left! The merch had come from Hawaii and I 
actually had to ask the guy—he never offered—for 
a hit off it, I'd like to say it stunk, but it didn’t. 
After a couple of tokes I was as ga-ga over that 
grass as he was.” 


1981 Calendar—"This was brutal 
blow. Punishing biker coke labbed in a 

central Florida slaughterhouse and muled 
up North by trigger-happy Somozaistas killin’ 
time till the CIA put them back into whatever 

shithole they use in Nicaragua for a White House. 

You needed stainless-steel nostrils to suck the 
stuff back and a concrete chest cavity to keep 

your heart from exploding once it got into 
your bloodstream. This ha-ha powder really 

worked you over. It was like it had teeth.” 


First Time Published—"Sorne guy 

a face like Peter Lorre and a vo' 
Sidney Greenstreet—you heard ri 
‘brought this incredible Afghani- betes 
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“THE HASHISH COOKBOOK” 


A selection of some of the most exotic controlled-substances 
recipes gathered from around the world. Now you'll be able to 
spread Bhang Butter on your morning toast and wash it down 
with a Betel Nut Malted. by Panama Rose; photos by Ira Cohen 


© Copyright 1967, Si-Fan. All rights reserved. 


[ oe come and go, but when 
The Hashish Cookbook first bubbled 
up in 1966 it became an instant classic. 
Xeroxed copies were smuggled cross- 
country in the backpacks of brownie- 
chomping hippies. Overseas the book 
was translated into a dozen tongues, 
and bakeshops were opened all over 
Europe that offered its realized recipes. 

Tra Cohen, the jet-set lensman and 
countercultural bon vivant, was respon- 
sible for the cookbook when, after a 
fortuitous meeting with the mysterious 
Panama Rose, he cajoled her to commit 
these ancient, time-tested recipes to 
paper. Before its publication these brain- 
boggling blueprints were transmitted by 
whispers, from the inner sanctums of the 
Casbah to the steam rooms of the Lower 
East Side. Every recipe that follows is 
authentic. So melt down your butter, get 
‘out the pots and open sesame! 


MOROCCAN MAJOON 
Place ¥ cup or so of clean kif in a dry, 
heavy iron skillet over a slow fire. Toast 
toa golden brown, turning constantly 
with a knife so it doesn't burn. Pound 
the kif to a fine powder with a mortar 
and pestle. Add: 


1 cup finely chopped dates 

% cup raisins 

¥ cup each ground almonds and 
walnuts 

1 cup chopped figs 

1 tsp. freshly ground ginger 

1 tsp. cinnamon 

1 whole freshly grated n nutmeg 

1 tbs. ground anise seed 

% cup honey 


Mix alll ingredients and cook together 
with about % cup water until the fruits 
have softened and blended together, 
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then let the water evaporate. Melt 2 
tbs. butter in a skillet over a low flame. 
Add the mixture and stir for five min- 
utes. Taste. If the majoon is not sweet 
enough add more honey and heat 
again. Let cool. Stir in 4, cup orange- 
flower water. Store in an airtight con- 
tainer. A heaping tbs. per person should 
be enough. Serve with hot mint tea. 


For variety, the majoon can be enclosed 
in this pastry: 


4 cups sifted flour 

4, tsp. salt 

1 tsp. baking powder 
¥% cup softened butter 
4 eggs 

1 cup honey 


Sift the flour, salt and baking powder 
into a bowl. Make a well in the center 
and place butter, eggs and honey in it. 


Work together with the hands to form 
a dough. Roll out and cut into 4-inch 
squares. Place a heaping tbs. majoon 
on each and fold into a triangle, seal- 
ing the edges. Bake in a 350° oven for 
20 minutes or until browned. Makes 
about 3 dozen. This pastry can also be 
filled with the following filling, in order 
to make a kind of Hashish Haman- 
tashen: 


2 cups prune butter 

oz. powdered hashish 
4 cup ground almonds 
1 tbs. grated lemon rind 
1 tbs. lemon juice 

¥, tsp. cinnamon 


Mix together very carefully. 


AN APHRODISIAC 
1 ths. fragrant unground mace 
2 cantharides beetles 
1 rounded tsp. fresh red saffron 
1 tsp. Grains of Paradise 


Pound these ingredients in a brass 
mortar, then mix with a pint of water. 
Bring to a boil, then lower the flame 
and let simmer for half an hour. Bring 
toa boil again and reduce to % cup 
liquid. Strain this and add to Majoon. 
Be careful to mix the liquid evenly 
throughout. Never exceed 2 canthari- 
des, as this could be dangerous. This 
aphrodisiac is all right for two if the 
liquid is mixed with, for example, a 
large amount of curried rice. 

Small amounts of water-extract made 
by boiling the leaves, blossoms or seed 
pods of Datura stramonium might be 
mixed with the basic Majoon, or even 
the White Cooky recipe. Then the 
effect would be to make the victim 
suggestible to whatever is desired. The 


grated skin of a dried desert lizard can 
be used instead of cantharides beetles. 
Extract of mandrake root and opium 

also open the mind and relax the body. 


TEA 
Tie a tbs. or so of uncleaned grass in 
a piece of muslin or cheesecloth. Put 
some water on to boil for tea. Add the 
grass tied up in the cloth bag and 
when it comes to a boil, pour both 
water and bag into a teapot containing 
preferably mint or some kind of green 
tea. Let steep for at least five minutes, 
add plenty of sugar and serve. Tea can 
also be made from freshly picked grass. 


HARD CANDY 
Powder % cup grass with a mortar 
and pestle. Add water little by little to 
form a full cup of smooth liquid. Strain 
through a cloth and mix with: 4 cups 
sugar and 2 cups light corn syrup. 
Ina large heavy pot cook to 310° 
(use a candy thermometer). Remove 
from the stove, let stand for a few 
minutes and stir in a little mint flavor- 
ing, if desired. Pour onto a cool, oiled 
piece of marble. When it cools slightly, 
make lines with a knife to form squares. 
Loosen the bottom of the candy with 


the knife. When it's cold and hard, 
break into squares. This candy will be 
green and not very tasty. Other color- 
ing may be added with vegetable dyes, 
as is done in Andalucia. 


HASHISH HARRERA 
Harrera is a Moroccan soup tradition- 
ally served to break the fast of Rama- 
dan. My maid once mistook some 
brown powder in the mortar for ground 
pepper, and tossed it into the soup. 
This recipe is the result of that accident: 


Chop an onion very fine with a small 
bunch of green coriander (or parsley if 
coriander is not available), a parsnip 
and a few celery tops. Cover the bot- 
tom of a big pot with %-inch good 
olive oil. Optional: add a little meat, 
diced small, chicken parts (gizzards, 
heart, liver). Leave the vegetables and 
meat to simmer in the oil for about 4 
hour, watching that it does not burn. 
Add a pint and a half water, and sim- 
mer until the meat is tender. Add 3 
tbs. canned tomato paste, and % cup 
canned cooked chick-peas. Add 2 oz. 
fine vermicelli. Mix 2 oz. flour or fine 
semolina with a cup of water to make 
a smooth, thin paste; pour in, stirring 


all the while. Add a tbs. paprika, a tsp. 
turmeric, salt and pepper, and J tsp. 
powdered hashish. Boil for 10 minutes 
longer, stirring occasionally. Remove 
from the fire and immediately pour in 
2 beaten eggs. Stir, and serve at once. 
Put tsp. smin (rancid butter) and a 
pinch of cinnamon in each bowl. Serve 
with lemon wedges. 


THE WHITE COOKY 
This is a recipe for the famous White 
Cooky of Marrakesh. The secret meth- 
od for extracting the essence of kif into 
butter is also known in India, where 
the extract is called the Sacred Ghee. 
If it is made carefully, the cooky will 
be odorless, tasteless and innocent- 
looking. 


Bring toa boil a very large pot of 
water and 1 Ib. butter. Add % to 4 

Ib. of kif on the stalk (not too dry). 
Leave to simmer over a low flame for 
at least 6 hours, stirring occasionally 
and being careful not to let the water 
boil away. Add more water if neces- 
sary. Strain the hot mixture into an 
even larger pot. Pour boiling water 
over the stalks several times to remove 
any butter still clinging to them and 
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strain again. Discard the kif. Let the 
liquid stand until cold (refrigerate) and 
skim off the butter which will have 
solidified on top. Discard the water. 
Reheat the butter and strain through a 
fine strainer. Leave the butter to cool 
and solidify. The extract is now ready 
to use in the following recipe: 


Cream together: 
1 cup soft butter extract 


‘Stir in: 
3 tsp. vanilla or almond extract 
Sift together: 

3 cups sifted flour 

%, tsp. baking powder 


SEED FRITTERS 
For a weird breakfast, lightly toast % 
cup seeds in a heavy iron skillet, then 
add them to this batter: 


14 cup milk 
1 tbs. melted butter 


Stir together until smooth. Heat the 
skillet, add a little butter, then pour in 
some batter. Turn the fritter when it 
starts to look done around the edges. 
Repeat until all the batter is used. Serve 
with maple syrup or honey. Enough 
for three people, it's a good way to 
start the day. If you don't like crunchy 
food, use ground-up seeds. 


BETEL NUT MALTED 

Put 3 or 4 betel nuts, # tbs. grass, half 
a banana, a heaping ths. malted milk, a 
few spoonfuls sugar and 8 oz. milk ina 
‘Waring blender. Leave on high speed 
for a couple of minutes. Strain. Serve 
in small glasses. A stimulating drink 
which can be made very well without 
the grass. 


HASH BROWNIES 
Hashish and chocolate are a fine 
combination. 


Pulverize 5 gm. of top-quality hash. 
Melt over hot water: 

2 oz. unsweetened chocolate 

¥, cup butter 
‘Add the hash. Beat in: 


1 cup sugar 


2 eggs 
Sift together and stir in: 
¥, cup cake flour 
¥ tsp. baking powder 
4% tsp. salt 
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Mix in: 
cup chopped walnuts 


Bake for 30 minutes in an 8-inch- 
square pan. When cool, spread 
with chocolate icing and top with half 
walnuts. Cut into tiny squares. Nibble 
with caution. 


CHRISTMAS PUDDING 
Combine the following ingredients: 


1 cup clean, powdered kif 
1 cup grated raw carrots 
1 cup grated raw potatoes 
1 cup raisins 

1 beaten egg 

1 tsp. baking soda 

¥ tsp. salt 

1 cup brown sugar 

1 cup flour 

4 tsp. cinnamon 

44 tsp. cloves 

1 rounded tbs. butter 


Steam for 3 hours ina mold. Top 
with candied cherries. 


FUDGE 
Lightly toast % cup grass (more or 
less) ina heavy iron skillet. Be careful 
not to burn it. Powder it, and cook 
with any recipe for chocolate nut fudge 
{which is not included in this book 
because it is such a long, complicated 
operation), but replace the nuts with 
an equal quantity of shredded candied 
orange peel. 


SOME INDIAN RECIPES: 
‘Take 2 qts. milk, put into it 2 Ibs. ganja 
leaves and boil till the liquid is reduced 
to3 Ibs. Take out the leaves and coag- 
ulate the milk by adding a little sour 
milk. Next day, churn it and separate 
the butter, adding 3 dr. each of cloves, 
nutmeg, mace, saffron, 15 dr. of sugar 
candy, and boil it until it forms an 
electuary. Note: 16 drams=1 ounce. 

Fry hemp leaves in butter, strain, 
and drink the liquid mixed with sugar. 
Or boil the residual butter with sugar 
until it becomes thick enough to harden 
when it cools. 

6 lbs. grass are added to 4 Ibs. 
clarified butter and 70 Ibs. sugar. 

The grass is first soaked for a night in 
water and next day the water is drained 
off. The butter is then melted in a pan, 
and the grass is mixed with it. Water is 
then added, and the mixture is boiled 
until the grass becomes soft, when it 
is strained and pounded into a paste. 
This is then boiled with the sugar. It is 
allowed to harden by drying and cut 
into small pieces. Two l-inch squares 


are enough for an ordinary person. 


Grind some grass very fine with a 
mortar and pestle. Add water little 
by little until it forms a smooth green 
liquid paste. Strain through a cloth, 
mix the liquid with milk and sugar 
and drink it. This is the traditional 
Indian formula. Other variations are: 
Mix the grass with peppercorns, 
grind, add water, strain, mix with water 
and sugar. Or, pound some hemp leaves 
with equal amounts black pepper, 
cloves, nutmeg and mace. This is mixed 
with a little water, then strained and 
stirred into 8 oz. water, milk, water- 
melon juice or cucumber-seed juice. 
Bhang is often drunk without the 
spices, which are believed to make 
it more intoxicating. 


BHANG SHERBET 

Make % cup Bhang liquid as described 
in the recipe above, using 4, oz. grass, 
but use half rose- or orange-flower 
water and half plain water for the 
paste. Dissolve 14, cups sugar in 2 
cups milk. Add the % cup Bhang and 
the grated rind of one lemon. Beat 
¥ cup heavy cream until thick and 
fold in, Pour into freezing trays and 
freeze to a firm mush. Then beat until 
light and fluffy. Freeze until firm, 
then decorate with fresh rose leaves 
or petals. 

THE SACRED GHEE, 


or Bhang Butter 
This is made by boiling grass in fresh, 
whole (not homogenized) milk, then 
skimming off the cream and turning it 
into butter. This butter, was used as an 
anesthetic in India. It can also be made 
by boiling grass in a mixture of milk 
and butter for several hours, straining 
the mixture, and after it has cooled, 
taking the butter off the top. (More 
complete directions for this process 
in the White Cooky recipe.) 


THE ANTIDOTE 

To counteract any unpleasant side 
effects resulting from overindulgence, 
such as severe paranoia, cold fresh 
lemonade with plenty of sugar is sug- 
gested. Also any form of vitamin C, 
and bed rest with warm blankets until 
the feeling abates. Hot drinks increase 
the effects of hashish and make the 
onset of the high more rapid. Heavy 
food slows it down. The liquid drinks 
(Bhang or kif Tea) work faster, while 
the solids may take well over an hour. 
The effects can last for several hours 
to two days. 0 
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Peter Hudson 


“TANGIER” 


President Reagan is on Janey’s mind again. 

The way he used to lie to her, beat her and screw her so good. 
“The president didn't mind that there was nowhere to fuck,” she 
said. “Only I minded. He said all that mattered was that there 
was political disruption in the air.” fiction by Kathy Acker 


(Excerpts from Janey’s diary while she's 
in Tangier: 


Tt time when I run after a man who 
doesn't want me, I'm really going to run 
after him. 

I'm sitting in the Café Tangier and 
smoking a cigarette. 

"Look," my friend Michal says to me, 
“that's Jean Genet!” 

Jean Genet walks slowly, his hands 
are in his pockets, he staresas if he's not 
seeing anything, eyes fixed, at this café. 

He stops. He stands still fora few mo- 
ments. He looks like I always imagined 
he'd look. Then he swivels halfway 
around and looks at Café Fuentes’ can- 
opy. He chooses the Café Central. 

I have to meet him. 

I tell Michal. He tells me not to meet 
him. 


‘hy? Is he horrible?” 

"He doesn't like to meet people and 
he won'ttalk to you. He lives like a her- 
mit. Everyone's told me that.” 

Ihave to meet Genet. It’s that simple. 
It's not often something's simple. If 
Genet refuses to talk to me I'll walk 
away soI won't be hurt. I watch him sit 
down in the Café Central and start talk- 
ing toa young boy. 

‘An hour has passed. Conversations, 
whispered at the edges of my ears, go 
on and on. One of my eyes is on the 
human goats and dogs milling around 
in the square; one on Genet's bald head. 
The minute he moves, I move. 

Lask someone the time. 

“Three o'clock.” 

I say to my friend, “I'm going.” 


He cries, “Youre out of your mind.” 

As I'm walking toward Genet I hear: 
"You can't throw yourself on a famous 
writer like Genet, on a man who'll re- 
ject you. You have to learn to control 
yourself." 


Genet wrote: Loneliness and poverty 
made me not walk but fly. For I was so 
poor, and I have already been accused of 
so many thefts, that when I leave a room 
too quietly on tiptoe, holding my breath, I 
amnot sure, even now, that I'm not carry 
ing off with me the holes in the curtains or 
hangings. 


Genet’s walking. I walk slowly toward 
him. He stops, about three feet in front 
of me, his hands in his pockets, sway- 
ing slightly and leaning forward. 

I know I'm looking too hard at him. 
I say, “Youre Monsieur Genet, aren't 


me but he doesn't want to. “Who are 
you?" 

For a second I can't speak. “I'm a 
writer.” 

He holds out his right hand to me. 
“Enchanté.” 

Itake it. As we walk up the Siaghines 
Task him if he likes Tangier. 

“Ca va,” he murmurs. 

“Do you think it’s beautiful, the most 
beautiful city in the world?” 

“Certainly not. What gave you that 
idea?” 

“Everyone says so." 

“In Asia there are many more beauti- 
ful cities.” 


During the 20 minutes it takes us to 
walk from the square of cafés to the Ho- 
tel Minzah, we talk about writers, writ- 
ing and some of the problems of publi- 
cation. “I don't like institutions,’ he says. 
Were standing in front of the Minzah, 
he gives me his hand and adds, “Ialways 
take a nap around now. Tomorrow, if 
you like, we can meet at the Café el 
Menara. Around two in the afternoon?” 


Today isa day like any other day. [don't 
know any reason I should feel differ- 
ently. I'm sitting in the Café el Menara. 
Will he come or not? For me it's the pre- 
vious day because what I want to hap- 
pen hasn't yet happened. 

He walks along the white dust, slow- 
ly, like he did yesterday. I lift my hand. 
His eyes light up and he smiles. I stand 
up. We shake hands for a long time. 

He's warmer to me than he was yes- 
terday. He sits down. He orders a glass 
of mint tea and I do the same. Some 
people walk by me and disappear. Some 
walk back and forthas if they're looking 
for someone. These are mainly young 
beggars looking for tourists. 

“T don't understand why they haven't 
translated any of your books into Ara- 
bic," I say. 

“I don't know. No one has asked me 
to do it. Maybe some day they will, 
maybe not. It depends on whether my 
things interest them at that point. Per- 
sonally, I think the Arabs are extremely 
sensitive when it comes to questions of 
morality.” 

“Did you have a hard time writing 
your first novel?’ 
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“No, not very. I wrote the first fifty 
pages of Notre Dame des Fleurs in prison. 
And when I was transferred to another 
jail they somehow got left behind. I did 
everything I could to get them back, but 
it was hopeless. And so I wrapped my- 
self in my blanket and rewrote the fifty 
pages straight off’ 

“I know you didn't start to write until 
you were thirty,’ I say. "Thirty-two or 
thirty-three.” 

“That's right.’ 

“You haven't written anything for 
several years, have you? Do you con- 
sider your literary silence and your as- 
sumption of a political position part of 
your writing?” 

“Literally I've said what I've had to 
say. Even if there was anything more to 
add, I'd keep it to myself. That's how 
things are. There's no absolute yes, and 
there's no absolute no. I'm sitting here, 
with younow, but I might easily not be.” 

Later he tells mea story about Tangier: 
“I knew a young sailor who was work- 
ing on a ship in France. The maritime 
court of Toulon had exiled to Tangier an 
ensign who had turned over to the ene- 
my the plans of some weapon or battle 
strategy or boat. Treason, at its best, is 
that act which defies the whole popu- 
lace, their pride, their morality, their 
leaders and slogans. The newspaper 
said the ensign acted '...out of a taste 
for treason. Next to this article was the 
picture of a young, very handsome offi- 
cer. The young sailor was taken with 
this picture and still carries it with him. 
He was so carried away that he decided 
to share the exile's fate. ‘I shall go to 
‘Tangier, he said to himself, ‘and per- 
haps I may be summoned among the 
traitors and become one of them." 


Were sitting in the Café el Menara and 1 
tell Genet some of the things that hap- 
pened in my last weeks in New York 
City: 

“President Reagan is the pillar of 
American society. He's almost ninety, 
worn out by decaying practices, he 
looks like a skeleton. He's hairy as a rat, 
flat-backed, his ass looks like two dirty 
rags flapping over a piss-stained wall. Be- 
cause he gets whipped so much the skin 
of this ass is dead and you can knead it 
and slice it. He will never feel a thing. 
President Reagan's center is an enor- 
mous hole. This hole’s diameter, color 
and odor resemble a New York City sub- 
way toilet that hasn't been cleaned for 
three weeks. It doesn't resemble any 
asshole I've ever seen. President Reagan, 
because he's a queer little pig, leaves a 
three-inch wall of shit around his ass- 
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hole. And below his belly, as wrinkled as 
it is livid and gummy, he hasa shriveled 
little thing, a dried apricot pit that Rich- 
ard Nixon vomited up, a cock. A bright 
red head sticks out of this apricot pit be- 
cause at age thirty the president circum- 
sized himself. All men who fuck ought to 
circumsize themselves and cut their 
cocks off. Men get circumsized so their 
cocks will stay clean when they fuck; 
President Reagan's circumsized so he can 
make his cock even filthier by covering it 
with a layer of scum, dried green piss 
and shit. President Reagan is disgusting 
in his head and in his body. His tastes are 
more disgusting and his smell does not 
please everybody. As a politician he has 
many problems. 

“President Reagan needs three hours 
of stimulation to orgasm. This stimula- 
tion has to consist of perverted, cruel, 
sadistic and endlessly prolonged events. 
Eventhenitdoesn’tusually work because 
the agents of these events run away, 
faint, and die too soon. When that hap- 
pens, President Reagan gets very angry; 
foam spurts from his mouth; he becomes 
epileptic. When he’s epileptic, he can 
orgasm. 

“You see, our president is a man of 
many moods. These moods change from 
second to second and he has no control 
over them. When the president's in a 
mood, he can't think or feel anything 
else. This mental disorder and his alco- 
holism have turned him at this point 
into an imbecile. He is fond of saying to 
the dignitaries of other countries that 
he would rather be an imbecile than any- 
thing else. 

“President Reagan isa decadent man. 
Those who know him personally are 
convinced that he owes his present po- 
litical power to two or three inexcusable 
murders. 

“T was wandering around the streets 
with cancer. 

"| didn't have any money or know 
anybody. Although I didn't feel like a 
bum, I was hanging out on the Bowery 
with leftover humans. 

“One night I wandered into a rock ‘n’ 
roll club named CBGB's. The lights 
went boomp boomp boomp, the drum 
went boomp boomp boomp, the floor 
went boomp boomp boomp. Boomp 
boomp boomp entered my feet. Boomp 
boomp boomp entered my head. My 
body split into two bodies. I was the 
new world. I was pounding. Then there 
were these worms of bodies, white, 
covered by secondhand stinking gut- 
tered-up rags and knife-torn leather 
bands, moving sideways horizontal 
wriggling like worms who never made 


it to the snake-evolution stage, we only 
reproduce, we say, if you cut us apart 
with a knife, the slimy saxophone and 
the singer who's too burned out to stick 
a banana in his cock flows away all was 
gooky amorphous ambiguous nauseous 
undefined spy story no reality existed 
so why bother to do anything? Boom 
boom was reality. Slimy slimy boorn 
boom slimy slimy.” 
“We don't give a shit about you it’s not 
that we want your money, you have more 
money than us, you have more everything 
than us, you think we want your money 
and we want to kill you, we don't 

“We don't want your money it's seven 
o'clock in the morning we're too screwed 
up we live on the edge we live on every 
edge conceivable and add a few we are shit 

“This's not anger 

“This is not any emotion it is living at 
the edge, at every edge, might as well hate 
everybody. We don't want your money we 
want 
(1) to be screwed now and then 
(2) to get some love in our lives 
(3) to have free hospitals 
(4) to have the constant option of one un- 
poisoned meal a day we are all screwed- 
up and we have wants. We have other 
wants. Love love love. That's why we are 
screwed-up. 

“Oh yes 

“Love leads to death. 
You will never understand this because 
you don't live how we live. Actually you 
do, but your diet pills, and adulterous 
sneaky one-minute genital dribbles, and 
money-franticness and love of media and 
psychiatrists and everything that is any- 
thing have so taken over your minds that 
you can't see around them, see that you 
are actually scum, typical nothings who 
can't figure out how even to allow being 
loved without totaily freaking and getting 
hysterical and destroying built-up rooms, 
screwed ‘cause we can't figure out how to 
be always different (without habits)—just 
like you. We are all alike we are all im- 
maculately crazy. 

“Now that this is the nature of reality 
this is what has to happen: 
(1) I need lots of love 
(2) You're going to give us all your money 
‘cause you hate yourselves and ‘cause you 
know 
(3) All power systems self-destruct with 
the advent of robot canasta players who 
show the girls what they're really like. 

“I'm going to sleep. Goodnight.” 

THIS MESSAGE IS A PUBLIC SERVICE 
PAID FOR BY THE CHASE MANHATTAN 

BANK OF NORTH AMERICA 


“Ididn’t want anyone to notice me ‘cause 


Iwas blind, so crawled under the splin- 
ters of the bar. The music stopped. A lot 
of feet passed by. Some of them by acci- 
dent kicked me. One kicked me too 
hard. 


“Do you want to fuck me, scumbag?’ 
President Reagan said to me. 

“'T can't fuck! 

"You've got syphilis?” 

“I've got cancer! 

“Gee! He put his arms around me 
and kissed me. 


used to be unhappy 

Oh yes 

I lived in the corner of a room 

Then you came along and fucked the 
shit out of me 

I won't be unhappy again 


Spring is a cock that's hard 
Oh yes 

Tknow youre a secret terrorist 
‘Cause love leads to death 


I won't ever be unhappy again 

Though it’s been a week so your love's 
almost over 

The world’s about to explode 

Terrorists need no more cover 

Oh yes love leads to death 

Oh yes 


“I couldn't hear any of that political 
music shit. Ijust wanted to kiss the guy 
again and again. The music made it so 
you couldn't hear the words and the 
music itself was so loud music couldn't 
be heard 

you weren't hearing 

this is beyond hearing 

you is just vibrations so there's no dif- 
ference between self and music.” 


“President Reagan was just there, that's 
the only way I can describe it. I didn't 
want to fall in love with him because I 
didn’t want to put something in my life, 
but he was screwing me so good and 
beating me up that I knew I was going 
to fall in love with him. I did everything 
I could to avoid President Reagan. I 
dropped out of everything, It's hard to 
drop out of a nightclub filled with teen- 
age hoods and teenage bums, but that's 
what I did. I roamed the streets of New 
York. The streets were black and full of 
garbage. Iroamed the streets, not walked 
the streets, because I was a cat. Cats 
adore being loved, but they don't want 
to be in prison. 

"Cars drove by me. Big rich Cadillacs 
and little snooky sports cars, the gray 
cars and the red cars, each car had a 
personality. ‘Go to hell’ a big black car 
said to me. ‘Whrr-whrr, ‘race, race, 


and ‘toot toot’ are what the cars said to 
each other. On the whole, cars like each 
other and they don't like people. A few 
cars liked me. A gray car whose behind 
was longer than its front and who was 
so smashed it looked like it should be 
dirty black smiled at me. A long sleek 
light green car whistled. ‘Whoo whoo. I 
could make a few dollars out of her’ 

“Then there were no cars. Two peo- 
ple passed by, men, older males, ages 
say forty-five and up, bellies large, cocks 
small with slight dribbles, clothes suit- 
ed wool, mouths open. The street was 
empty again. 

“Actually it had always been empty. 
It was me, I was a disjunct. 

“You can smoke a cigarette. A ciga- 
rette is thin, long, and it contains fire. 
You can puff the fire. No one will arrest 
you. No cop cares. Even if you don't 
have money, there are butts on the street. 
Most waiters will give you a match. 
You see, there's no trouble. It's best to 
do things there's no trouble about. Being 
scum, being disgusting, lonely, alone, 
not bothering anybody, not wanting, 
being dark, in the dark. 

“I tried masturbating. I tried..." 


“These are secret letters where I can 
say things that...secret (secret). In 
there get in there. Dark like a canal Presi- 
dent Reagan I love you. Whoops, that's 
the wrong one. Let's try again. I love 
you. I have to get beyond that one. The 
tunnel ismy cunt. That's the first bump. 
A big I love you. I don't want you to go 
away. I want to be in you, there, in be- 
tween your right presidential arm and 
the skin on your side puke mushy mushy 
I go mushy I am repulsive no I am hot. 
Now we've got it, 1am hot. Oh please 
fuck me for the rest of my life. The rest 
of may life means fuck me right now. As 
hard as you can. 

“Okay. I'm telling you exactly what I 
feel ‘cause you never say anything. I 
don’t feel anything. What do I feel? 

"I've got cancer. Cancer is the out- 
ward condition of the condition of being 
screwed-up. Iam sucha total mess, that 
is: a priori askew to the world/the nature 
of things/therefore: myself, askew to 
myself, that I will never live without 
pain. I can't help but do everything 
wrong. Every incident reveals this. I'm 
saying I'm screwed up because I want 
you to tell me you love me. 

"| know who you are. Go away, Pres- 
ident Reagan. Leave me alone.” 


"Our affair had come to a crisis. Presi- 
dent Reagan had to return to Washing- 
ton sowe had nowhere tosleep together 


Your 
adulterous 
sneaky 
one-minute 
genital 
dribbles and 
money- 
franticness 
and love of 
media and 
psychiatrists 
have so taken 
over your 
minds that 
you can't see 
that you are 
actually 
scum... 
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because I couldn't sleep in the White 
House and he wouldn't sleep on the 
streets. Huge hickeys covered my neck 
and back. I had asked President Reagan 
to beat me up while we fucked and he 
had said okay, but we had nowhere to 
fuck. 

“The president didn’t mind having 
nowhere to fuck, only I minded. He 
said all that mattered was there was 
political disruption in the air. I had to 
tell him: 

“Fuck you. Go away. I'm leaving you. 
I'm getting away from you. Whenever 
there's pain, I walk out. Whenever some- 
thing goes wrong, I walk out, 

“but I didn't. I stuck to him.” 


“[ wrote these things about terrorism: 

“Terrorism is not being conscious. 
Terrorism is letting happen what has to 
happen. Terrorism is letting rise up all 
that rises up like a cock or a flower. Tre- 
mendous anger and desire. Terrorism is 
straightforwardness. You are a child. 
Only you don't imitate. For these rea- 
sons terrorists never grow up. 

“Terrorism is a way to health. Health 
is the lusting for infinity and dying of all 
variants. Health is not stasis. It is not 
repression of lusting or dying. It is no 
bonds. The only desire of any terrorist 
is no bonds though terrorists don't desire. 
Their flaming jumping passions are in- 
finite, but are not them. 

"No bonds. 

"For these reasons terrorism and 
health are inseparably bound.” 


"Terrorism can be fun. As far as big 
goals go, it has no goals so you remain 
slum-under; it has lots of little goals. 
You don't have to live any way. You 
don't have to believe in any certain thing 
or world. You don't have to give a god- 
damn and yet all the passion the burn- 
ing the disappearance of is in terrorism. 
Terrorists believe in nothing and every- 
thing; serious terrorists every time they 
kidnap someone don't believe they're 
changing anything.” 


“One of the most destructive forces in 
the world is love. For the following rea- 
son: The world is a conglomeration of 
objects, no, of events and the approach- 
ings of events toward objects, therefore 
of becoming stases static stagnant, of all 
that is unreal. You get in the world, you 
get your daily life your routine doesn't 
matter if you're rich poor legal illegal, 
you begin to believe what doesn't change 
is real, and love comes along and shows 
all these unchangeable forever fixtures 
to be flimsy paper bits. Love can tear 
anything to shreds.” 
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“President Reagan, it isn't sweet 
and it hurts. Pain is the world. I don't 
have anywhere to run. I want to go out 
inablaze of light and scream. Stick your 
cock in meas hard as you can. Hurt me. 
Beat me. If you beat me hard enough 
Till never leave you and I'll do every- 
thing you say. Otherwise I run away. I 
run away whenever I can. You take me 
by the hips in back of me your cock 
pounds steady. Bam bam bam. I start to 
come. Your cock moves harder, faster. 
Youre hurting my cunt. Energy shoots 
up from the base of my spine to the top 
of my head. Every time cock hits in, 
energy path set off. You become out-of- 
control getting into me as much as you 
can, I'm beyond coming. In a space of 
consciousness and unconsciousness. 


“One of the 
most destructive 
forces in the 
world is 
love... Love 


can tear you 
to shreds." 


Black. No more pain like no more com- 
ing. I never knew I could get here. You 
stop. When cock out of me, Icomedown 
enough to start coming. Gradually I 
stop coming. 

“Sex you're gonna stop. I hate you 

“You made me vomit and throw up 
and act crazy. 

“Now I'm sick. 

“You never say anything to me at all, 
nothing at all. 

"I don't know what goes on in your 
mind. 

"[ don't ask you to come here, to the 
street. Now everything's changed.” 


“Every position of desire, no matter how 
small, is capable of putting to question the 
established order of a society; not that 
desire is asocial; on the contrary. But it is 
explosive; there is no desiring-machine 
capable of being assembled without de- 
molishing entire social sections.” 


“I is now she. She, Janey. Shit, Janey, 


shit, I'm glad someone's explaining Pres- 
ident Reagan tome. Why doI write this 
down? I read it. I might as well admit to 
everything I do. ‘Me’? ‘Everything'?” 


“Janey wants President Reagan. Presi- 
dent Reagan may or may not want Janey. 
Actually President Reagan wants Janey, 
but Janey wants to believe President 
Reagan doesn't want Janey because it's 
more difficult for Janey to deal with a 
situation ( Janey can't deal with any situ- 
ation) which isn't a mirror of her desire. 
Janey isn't me. Which of the two do I 
think is real?" 


“Janey sees too many people. Now that 
Janey has boyfriend, Janey knows too 
many people these people are too many 
because she has to talk to them because 
of her boyfriend. 

“Bach person is an asking, a peculiar 
kind of hole asking some very definite 
energy from Janey. Janey is very scared 
of people because she's scared she’s 
going to hurt someone. So what? She 
has to give a lot of energy to giving each 
person the exact right kind of energy. 

“By the end of the evening she is 
nothing.” 


“President Reagan abandoned me. It 
took me three day’ to realize this. Then 
I wrote him a letter, 

"I don't care what you do when I don't 
see you, etc., but when I make this ef- 
fort to see you, within a few minutes 
you walk out or else there are lots of 
people and by the time were alone 
either I'm asleep or youre drunk. So 
were never alone together for more 
than a few minutes and we don't really 
talk or learn about each other and be- 
come better (or worse} friends. 

"I think we should talk about our 
peculiarities ‘cause I think the situa- 
tion's getting a little weird and I'm get- 
ting confused. I know I'm very peculiar 
and hard-to-be-with. But I really am 
confused because you don't talk to me 
and you don't fuck me yet you want me 
around. 

"You're gone and there's no more love 
left in the world. I can't deal with you in 
my mind anymore. I hope I don't ever 
run into youagain even if youare Presi- 
dent of the United States. Even before 
you left—knowing that you had power 
over me and were going to leave me— 
that future made us ghosts. That's how I 
felt. I hurt. That's how I feel. That is: 
either judge and blame and Hellexists, 
or I don't judge and everything's okay. 
Either this is a time for total despair or 
it's a time of madness. It's ridiculous to 
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Over 77 percent of this fresh-water sup- 
ply is stored at the polar ice caps and in 
glaciers. The remaining 12 percent is 
stored as groundwater at an average 
estimated depth of 2,500 feet below the 
surface. Hydrologists estimate that ac- 
tually only 1 percent of the global sup- 
ply of water is readily available for 
human use, and only 0.01 percent 
(that’s one-tenth of 1 percent) is thought 
to be in our rivers and streams. 
People involved with covert irriga- 
tion are faced with the same problems 
as homestead gardeners, trying to make 
their domestic scene work appropriate- 
ly. Subsequently, we are always looking 
for rivers, creeks, streams, swamps, 
springs, ponds, either natural or man- 
made, the source of which is found, 
hopefully, at a higher altitude than our 
delivery site. Unfortunately, this is usu- 
ally not the case, and so most types of 
“no sweat” gravity flow systems cannot 
be used. When the delivery site is 
above the water source, the two basic 
facts one must deal with are: total dy- 
namic head, i.e, the vertical distance 
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(straight up) between the water source 
and the nozzle of your hose (expressed 
in feet) and PSI, i.e., pounds per square 
inch at the pump discharge point. It isa 
very complicated procedure to deter- 
mine the total dynamic head of your 
system. Usually, surveying equipment 
is needed, and the whole procedure al- 
ways ends up in a rough guestimate 
anyway (“Ah, let's see now, that looks 
like about twenty feet... huh?"). Deter- 
mining your PSI requirement will auto- 
matically tell you the total dynamic 
head of your system since one-half PSI 
equals ‘one foot of head (example: 50 
PSI = 100 feet of head, approximately). 

To determine PSI at the pump head, 
lay hose or pipe along the run that you 
intend to traverse. Plug the lower end 
of the hose with a pressure gauge (they 
can be bought at any hardware store— 
ask for a pressure gauge threaded intoa 
plug). Then pour water into the top end 
of the hose and fill it to the top. The 
reading on the pressure gauge will give 
you your minimum pressure require- 
ment. The general rule of thumb in the 
irrigation business is to forget about to- 
tal dynamic head and start thinking in 
PSI. Pumps are rated in PSI, hoses and. 
pipes are rated in PSI and agricultural- 
supply salesmen talk and think in PSI. 
If your pressure gauge reads 80 PSI, 
you know your pumps minimum re- 


WATER WAYS 


With over three-fourths of the earth's surface 
covered with water you‘ think that securing a few drops for 
your own little garden wouldn't present much of a problem. 
Hardly. Getting enough water to their patch is the point on which 
many cultivators invariably get stuck. 


quirements. If you purchase a pump 
that produces only 80 PSI, it will only 
pump water to the very top end of the 
hose and nary a drop will flow from it. 
You need a pump that will push a flow 
of water (rated in GPM, i.e., gallons per 
minute, or GPH, gallons per hour) out 
the end of the hose—which would take 
more than 80 PSI in this case. 


PUMPS 

Alltof energy is required to move water 
uphill, and if you have ever hauled 
water in five-gallon buckets from a 
creek, up a hill, you know just about 
how much “poop” were talking about. 
‘The three power sources we will con- 
sider will be gas, battery and human. 

‘All pumps push water far more effi- 
ciently than they can suck water, there- 
fore, get as close as possible to your 
water source with the pump. Suction 
hose should be flexible, but it is very 
important that it not collapse. By plac- 
ing a foot valve at the intake end of your 
suction hose, you will eliminate future 
pump problems because the pumps will 
not run dry. 


Gas-Engine Water Pumps 
Gas-engine water pumps are an inter- 
esting group of pumps. Ratings vary be- 
tween 50 and 300 PSI for a lightweight 
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Figure 1 


Fig. 1: Gas-engine water pump. 
Fig. 2: Small, lightweight marine 


battery pump. 
Fig. 4: Low-draw (4-7 amp} 
battery pump. 

Fig. 5: Drip-irrigation hose. 
Fig. 6: A 275-gallon collapsible 
PC coated reinforced nylon 

te 


(17 to 50 Ibs.) (Fig. 1). Flow delivery 
varies between 8 and 100 GPM at open 
discharge. Remember—the greater the 
altitude you have to go, the less volume 
of water you will have at the delivery 
end. And since engine horsepower is 
affected by atmospheric pressure at 
higher elevations, it may also affect the 
volume at the delivery end. The follow- 
ing pump capacities are stated as a 
reference: 


Elevation in feet Percent capacity 
1,000 96 
2,000 92 
3,000 88 
4,000 84 
5,000 80 
6,000 76 
7,000 72 


‘The one main problem associated 
with gas-engine water pumps is noise, 
and generally speaking, the smaller the 
pump the louder they scream. A noise- 
suppression muffler can quiet things 
down a bit (one for the exhaust and one 
for the air intake). Digging a large, deep 
hole and lowering the pump down into 
it can also reduce noise, but be careful 
to make sure the pump does not over- 
heat...and of course there is the old 
"exhaust pipe into the drum of water” 
trick. 


Hand Pumps 

Usually these are small, lightweight 
marine bilge pumps that move a lot of 
water fast (Fig. 2). They are great for 
starting siphons and can possibly elimi- 
nate dragging all those five-gallon buck- 
ets. Their greatest drawback, however, 
is their inability to create much pres- 
sure—3 to 4 PSI is okay before break- 
fast, 4 to 6 PSI (10 feet of head) after 
breakfast, 6 to 8 PSI (15 feet of head) 
and you should be ready for lunch and 
a nap. At open discharge these small 
pumps can move from 10 to 30 GPM, 
but when you start pumping up a hill its 
efficiency drops off radically. 


Battery Pumps 
Twelve-volt battery pumps offer a 
unique opportunity. The major consid- 
eration with them is—the more water 
you move the more energy is drawn 
from your battery. There are 12-volt 
submersible pumps (Fig.3) that can 
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move 26 GPM and develop 20 PSI (40 
feet of head) but it takes a lot of battery 
power to do it. Low-draw (4- to amp} 
pumps (Fig.4) can achieve 100 PSI (200 
feet of head), but can only deliver 1 
GPMat the delivery site 200 feet straight 
up in elevation. New lightweight (17 
Ibs.) and leak-proof 12-volt batteries 
have been introduced and they can 
power a low-draw pump for four or 
five hours—that's roughly 250 gallons 
of water, a real bonanza in some places. 
What will usually fail on the 12-volt sys- 
tem is not the pump, but the motor. 
‘They should not be run under extreme- 
ly warm conditions—of course, the 
submersible pump is water-cooled. 
‘Twelve-volt pumps are neat little items 
and they probably should be utilized 
more than they are. 


HOSE AND PIPE 
When you push water uphill through a 
hose or pipe, pressure is exerted on the 
walls of the pipe, so you will need a 
type of pipe or hose best suited to your 
pressure and volume needs. If you can 
hold the water back with your thumb, 
you have around 5 or 6 PSI. City water 
pressure is usually around 60 to 80 PSI. 
If you exceed 80 PSI things get really 
weird and happen fast and hard. Coup- 
lings may leak or blow out, pumps strain 
or fail, or hoses and pipes may even 
burst. Even going long distances at 80 
PSI you can achieve 300:to 500 PSI in 
surge pressure by shutting off the pump. 
Check-valves installed at various points 
can prevent most surge pressures. If 
you are using black plastic utility pipe, 
don't! Use drip-irrigation hose (Fig. 5). 
It's also black, made of polyethylene 
and is lighter, stronger, more flexible, 
and the fittings fit over the outside of 
the hose (no clamps}. 


WATER STORAGE 
Well, now that you have water coming 
out the end of your hose, what are you 
going to do with it? Better think fast, 
because gravity has a way of sending 
all that water back "downtown" in a 
flash. (If you have plenty of time and 
water you can flood- or sprinkle-irri- 
gate. Both of these methods are a waste 
of effort, money and water. Drip-irriga- 
tion systems are far more efficient, 
especially on hillsides. Utilizing drip 
irrigation, 250 gallons of water could 
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support 80 imaginary plants easily at 3 
gallons per watering.) 

Holding and storing water has been 
an age-old problem for everyone. Fifty- 
five-gallon drums get old real fast; steel 
tanks are hard to handle because they're 
so heavy and also rust out. Over the 
past few years growers have used water 
beds and small swimming pools, but 
neither are very dependable although 
both hold several hundred gallons of 
water. 

There are two holding tanks on the 
market that are reliable and function 
quite well. One is a 75-gallon collapsi- 
ble relay tank made from treated can- 
vas. It mounts on four stakes—quite 
primitive, but it works! These go for 
around $70. The other, made from PVC- 
coated reinforced nylon, is more practi- 
cal but costs considerably more, $300 
to $600, A 275-gallon tank weighs only 
17 Ibs. (Fig. 6) and isabout 6%" wide, 8’ 
long by 16” high when filled. Collapsi- 
ble tanks have been around for 10 years 
and I've never heard of a bursting prob- 
lemyet. They're great for hauling water 
ina pickup or flatbed truck. Sizes range 
from 275 gallons to 1,340 gallons. They 
do demand a flat surface. 


Most of the equipment that I have 
mentioned in this article are industrial 
tools. It is equipment that has been de- 
signed for and marketed to businesses. 
Their profits and safety require de- 
pendability and longevity. Your profits 
and safety also depend on your tools. 
The common law of business prohibits 
paying alittle and getting a lot. Itsimply 
cannot be done. If you deal with the 
lowest bidder you are well advised to 
add something for the risk you're tak- 
ing, so you may as well purchase some- 
thing better in the first place. 
Industrial equipment will always 
cost more than consumer goods. Brand 
reputation is more important to me 
than brand recognition. Industrial sup- 
pliers are listed in the Yellow Pages if 
you want to purchase locally. Another 
reliable source is a small catalog sales 
company: Domestic Water Works, Box 
809-T, Cave Junction, OR 97523. They 
have a 48-page catalog, the cost is two 
bucks and it will be mailed to you im- 
mediately via first class, and, of course, 
enclosed in the proverbial, but no less 
functional, “plain brown wrapper"! O 


_ Rainproof Ballast 
Sun Switch for 
greenhouse use 
A. Brand X 
B. Light Machine 
C. Aqua Culture 
has one of the 
most functional 
reflectors 


THE ULTIMATE GROWING SYSTEM 
FULLY AUTOMATED 


Modular Hydroponic Power unit includes: pump, 


Units, 25'x 10". One _timer, growing and reservoir tray, 

pump and 65 satellite water spigot attachment, plant 

units can run forless food, starterblocks, hydroponic 

than $5.00a month. growing booklet, pH test kit, and 
anid all necessary hardware and 
plumbing 


Satellite unit houses a 
76-gallon reservoir. 


Aqua Culture offers a complete 
plant food, especially formulated 
for hydroponic growing. 


Solar Shuttle (6 track and 5‘ hanging chain) . 
8 or more Solar Shuttles....... 

DayStar lamp (1000-watt metal halide bulb, retlector, ballast 
Sun Switch, an additional 3 


If you paid less you got less! 


Call or write for more information: 


Agua Culture, Ine. 


America’s 1st Name in Indoor Growing Systems 
P.O. Box 26467, Tempe, Arizona 85282 
743.00 (602) 966-6429 


A 
B. 

C. DayStar reflector . 

D. Solar Shuttle, DayStar lamp and 24-hour timer’. 
—E . 
F. 

G. 

H. 


Hydroponic Power Unit . 
Hydroponic Satellite Unit. 
‘Aqua Grow plant food, 25-ib. bag - 
Three Solar Shuttles & DayStar lamp, timers anc 

reg. $2,119.00, now ..... 

1. One Solar Shuttle, DayStar iamp, timers and two hydroponic units, reg. 

$783.00, now... : “6 
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BEING HIGH 
Why do people start smoking marijuana? 

What are the most common effects smoking has on these 
individuals? To what extent does a person's social environment 
influence the type of smoker they become? 
Extrapolated from literally thousands of hours of tape-recorded 
interviews, the answers to these basic questions begin to emerge, 
giving us a clearer picture of the phenomenology of being high. 
by Dr. Norman E. Zinberg 


A. nearly every convention NORML 
has ever held, anywhere in the country, 
the tweedy and intense presence of Dr. 
Norman Zinberg has been conspicuous. 
Political opportunists and “parents power” 
pundits have, consequently, regularly 
anathematized and slandered Zinberg 
before congressional committees as a 
conspicuous “prodrug lobbyist.” Since 
he’s been advising presidential commis- 
sions on drug-abuse issues since before 
most of these parents emerged from their 
own childhoods (those of them who have 
emerged at alll), and enjoys an unchal- 
lengeable tenure at Harvard Medical 
School, and is really in no wise prodrug, 
Zinberg has never bothered to explain 
himself. Even when these New Right drug 
McCarthyists succeed in getting him pub- 
licly blacklisted from public meetings by 
top administration officials (see Highwit- 
ness News, this issue], Norman Zinberg 
simply will not be prodded into explaining 
why he does hang out with all those free- 
the-weed advocates. 

His new book furnishes a clue, at last, 
to why Zinberg has cultivated the com- 
pany of pot people so assiduously over the 
last couple decades. Over that time, he 
explains, he's collected the world's most 
extensive library of taped psychiatric 
interviews with drug users that exists 
anywhere in the world. And it exists in 
some faraway place, too, he explains, 
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well out of jurisdiction of any American 
law-enforcement agency, so that it can’t 
be subpoenaed any time any one of his 
interviewees gets busted. Zinberg and his 
Harvard colleagues in this project have 
amassed, in this way, enough material to 
begin answering a whole lot of important 
questions. 

Why do people do drugs? What is it like 
for them? What are its long-range effects 
on them? Why do some people do drugs 
and then quickly stop, while other people 
go on doing them for years and years? 
Why doesn't everybody in the world do 
drugs all the time? How are different pat- 
terns of drug use related to people's posi- 
tions in their family, to their income, their 
skin color, to the availability of drugs in 
their community or lack thereof? 

Most of all, why is it that most people 
who use drugs fail to suffer from them in 
any way? Apparently, these people learn, 
somehow, to enjoy themselves with dope, 
without harming themselves or anyone 
else. How do they do that? How can other 
people learn to do that? Since drugs are 
indeed with us in our world, and aren't 
likely to go away very soon, Zinberg obvi- 
ously believes it's important for him to 
learn the answers to these questions, so 
that he can teach other people about them. 

Evidently, it's important enough to Zin- 
berg to induce him to hang around with 
pot people at NORML conventions, even. 


This ranks him right up there with Walter 
Reed, who went to Honduras in 1900 to 
find a cure for yellow fever. —Ed. 


eee ec ea were 
sidering illicit drug use. How do people 
begin to use marihuana or the psychedel- 
ics? How do they get the drugs, use them 
and pay for them? What, generally, are 
the effects of use? How do these effects 
impact on the user's psyche, on his close 
relationships, on his capacity to work and 
function socially? And, above all, how does 
he manage—if he does—to use the drug 
reasonably and in a controlled fashion? 

This excérpt and the next approach 
those questions qualitatively by letting the 
users speak for themselves. They consist 
mainly of excerpts from interviews in 
which the interviewers (I) have asked the 
respondents (R) a variety of questions 
about their use of illicit drugs. A few of 
the responses have been edited in order to 
clarify the meaning, and in ail of them 
proper names have been changed. For the 
users of both types of drugs the questions 
focus on the following general topics: (1) 
beginning use (in the case of the psyche- 
delics, the history of early use); (2) effects 
of use; and (3) social sanctions and rituals 
that helped to control use. Unless other- 
wise stated, all excerpts apply to con- 
trolled users. This chapter deals with the 


‘Excerpted from Drug, Set, and Setting: The Basis for Controlled Intoxicant Use, by Norman E. Zinberg, M.D. © Copyright 1984 by Yale University. Published by Yale University Press; 
2.80. 
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“I wasnt really persuaded to smoke, I just watched everybody. 
I saw nobody going mad or anything; they were all laughing...” 


first two topics. 
MARIHUANA 


The following excerpts illustrate the 
types of responses given by our mari- 
huana subjects to interviewers’ ques- 
tions about how they began to use the 
drug, how it affected them generally, 
and specifically how it affected their 
work and personal relationships. 


Beginning Use. One of the many con- 
firmations of the representative nature 
of our analytical sample came from our 
subjects’ descriptions of beginning use. 
‘Twenty-five years after the publication 
of Howard S. Becker's “Becoming a 
Marihuana User’ (1953), these users re- 
affirmed his observations and upheld 
ours. Despite the enormous estimated 
increase in marihuana use since Beck- 
er's day—since then about 57 million 
have used—the beginning users ex- 
pressed great apprehension about this 
first step. They were not immune to the 
general public's concerns about what 
the drug might do to them (that is, the 
possibility of addiction or derangement) 
or unaware of and unconcerned about 
its illicitness, as the following exchange 
reveals: 


I: How did you feel about marihuana 
prior to using it? 

R: I was scared. 

I: In any particular form? 

R: I didn't really know what it was; I 
had just heard everyone talking about 
it, and I had heard that smoke was so 
bad and this and that, and how people 
that have family problems do it. But I 
didn't want anyone to think I was 
shocked, because then they'd think I 
was an old grandmother, and I wasn't. 
But I was really scared for a while. 

I: When did your fears begin diminish- 
ing? 

R: Probably when I smoked myself. 


The beginning user looked fora guide 
toshow him what to doand how todoit 
correctly—and safely. In this search the 
neophyte tended to overestimate great- 
ly his more experienced peers’ under- 
standing of the drug. Most younger 
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users, too, consistently overestimated 
the extent of others’ use. And my staff 
and I found, as Becker had found earlier, 
that most beginning users did not get 
“high" the first time, often to their dis- 
comfiture. 


R: The first time I tried it? It was in my 
sophomore year of high school and a 
friend—oh, no, my brother—gave me 
my first joint. He didn't want to either. 
had to force it out of him. 

': How did you go about that? 

R: Well, I knew that he smoked, andI'd 
wanted to try it, but I didn’t know where 
to look, and I didn't know anything. 
And he didn't want to give it to me be- 
cause then he said it would come back 
that he was the one who turned me on. 
He really didn’t want to give it to me, 
but finally he did. I said that I'd get it 
somewhere else if he didn't give it to 
me, so hejust gave it tome, and Ismoked 
with a friend—well, not even such a 
good friend—I don't even think we got 
off. No, I'm sure we didn't: I remember 
now. But I didn't want to seem com- 
pletely stupid to him, so I just kind of 
acted like I knew what I was talking 
about. 


Usually the first experience did not 
bring much pleasure: 


I: Do you remember enjoying it? 

R: No, I didn't like it. I mean, I don't 
know if I got high or not, but to me it 
didn't taste so hot. 


Nonsmokers often hada particularly 
difficult time: 


I: On how many occasions did you use 
marihuana before you experienced a 
high? 

R: Uh, probably ten or twelve times, 
and felt asif the reason was that I didn't 
really know what the smoking was all 
about. As I said, I have no experience 
with cigarettes, and inhaling was a for- 
eign issue to me. If I did it, it hurt. And 
that's why I didn’t get off—cause I 
didn't know what smoking was about. 


‘Another nonsmoker's patience was 
finally rewarded: 


I: You said that it was about six or seven. 
times before you did get high? 

R: Oh, it was more than that. About 
fifty times. 

I; How come you kept smoking it? 

R: I dunno—i just did. I don't really 
know why I did. 

I: But the first time you actually got the 
high was when you were trying hashish? 
R: Yeah—well, I had smoked hash be- 
fore, but all of a sudden it just hit me. 


It was our impression that the last 
user, in spite of his determination to get 
high, had had considerable unconscious. 
anxiety about the whole process, and 
that his tenacious assault upon his fears 
was characteristic of his personality 
structure and general behavior. Others 
worked through their anxiety in differ- 
ent ways, again in consonance with 
their personality structure and behavior 
in situations other than drug use. One 
cautious and methodical young man 
put it this way: 


R: There were a couple of people in my 
dorm who were using it, and they of- 
fered me some, and I didn't get off on it 
the first few times. 

I: Had they offered it to you before the 
time you accepted? 

R: Not directly. It had been passed 
around in situations where I'd been, 
but I would just let it go by, and it hadn't 
been in any sense forced on me, it was 
just there and then I finally wanted to 
pick it up. Curiosity really. 


‘Another young woman whose every- 
day life was characterized by keeping 
herself within a middle ground, neither 
too loose nor too tight, said, in answer 
to the question, “Can you remember 
the circumstances of your first use?”: 


R: Yeah, very well. I was with some 
friends, and someone came in, a friend 
of the people I was seeing. I didn’t know 
him, and everyone was smoking—I 
knew they smoked, but I was very 
skeptical. was very conservative about 
it, and I still didn't really know what it 
was all about. I still thought that it was 
dangerous, I wasn't really persuaded to 
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HOT STUFF 


High Food—A magnificent new cookbook 
about America’s greatest indigenous cuisine—and its 
most stellar chef. 


leanore Kenned: 


They wait in line for hours on Chartres 
Street in New Orleans at K-Paul's 
Louisiana Kitchen, At this restaurant, 
both the cuisine and the chef rate four 
stars! 

“When the taste changes with every 
bite and the last bite is as good as the 
first, that's Cajun! I'm a Cajun and 
that’s Louisiana cooking,” boasts Paul 
Prudhomme in his collection of Cajun 
and Creole recipes, Chef Paul Prud- 
homme's Louisiana Kitchen, published 
by Wm. Morrow & Co., Inc. His phi- 
losophy of life is as spicy as his cook- 
ing: “I feel that food is a celebration of 
life, it's a universal thing: shared need 
and experiences,” says Chef Paul. 
“But, there's more to it: Watching 
people eat something that they didn't 
believe could be that good, watching 
their eyes and their whole expressions 
change, and even their attitude toward 
the cook change!—that's what keeps 
me cooking! 

"Pepper causes saliva to rise and 
cleanses your mouth. This draws out 
your taste buds and charges them. 
Gives you a sensation that makes you 
know you're eating something.” 
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Code Quantity Price 
1 HIGHTIMES Satin Jacket MJ 
SM MED LG X1G 
x $45.00 = 
2 Short Sleeve Sweatshirt $5 
SM MED LG. 
x $12.00 = $. 
3 Airplane T-Shirt APB 
SM MEDLG XLG 
x$7.00= $ 
4 Centerfold T-Shirt HTC 
SM MED LG X1G 
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5 Baseball Jersey g 
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x $10.00 = $__ 
6 Hicr Times Hat Bc x3 495 = 
7 HIGH Ties Binder 8D 
(holds 12 issues) x$ 9.95 = 
9 Decorative Mirror Mi x $14.00 = 


SUBTOTAL 
Add $1.75 postage & 
handling ($2.50 foreign). 


NX. residents add 
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8 Pill Box PB o__ x $ 5.00 = $__ 
— 

sales tax. = 


TOTAL: 


| Make check or money order payable to HIGH TIMs. Mail to 
| Hic Times Produets, RO. Box 1414 Ansonia Station, New York 
{NY 10023. Please allow 28 days for processing and delivery 
{ Personal checks allow four additional weeks. 
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“TANGIER” 


/ continued from page 60 
think that mad people will succeed 
where intellectuals, unions, Wobblies, 
etc., didn't, I think they will. 

“I don't want to stop talking to you, 
Mr. President. You are my home and 
now youre gone I have no place to stay. 
Id rather have nowhere to stay: all 
America wants somewhere to stay, an 
image stasis. I'd like to say that every- 
thing I do, every way I've seemed to 
feel, however I've seemed to grasp at 
you, are war tactics." 


Through the arches of the Café Zagora I 
can see the white area where the distant 
Atlas mountaintops fade into the white 
sky. Rows of walls rise to rows of walls 
and upwards. 

Genet asks me if I have a passport. 

Why do I need a passport? 

He wants to know if I can travel. 

I explain I got to Tangier illegally. I 
don't think I can travel. 

Genet's going to leave Tangier. He 
wants me to go with him. 

I'm more excited than I've been ina 
long time. "Since I'm dark enough to 
pass for Moroccan," I tell Genet, "can 
you help me get a Moroccan passport?” 


A long line of people are inside the Gov- 
ernment Center building, in rags, with 
faces of the dead. A skeleton runs out of 
a gray office and shouts at all of us. His 
whole attitude is nervous and shaking 
and mean. Genet walks up to him and 
talks to him. When Genet returns to 
me, he says, “We'll have to come back 
here in an hour.” 

An hour later the office is black and 
horrible, more crowded. The skeleton 
official is cursing at the poor people and 
pushing them into lines. Bit by bit the 
poor people go away. I don't know how 
I'm going to get a passport. The skeleton 
government official is still cursing the 
poor people, those shuffling hollow 
rags, even though they're no longer 
here. Genet murmurs to me, “He's a 
pig, a brute, insulting and shoving peo- 
ple around!” 

The skeleton pig is still saying that if 
these people don't give him enough 
money for a passport, he'll lock them 
up. These people are all gone. Finally, 
when the building’s being locked up, 
the skeleton pig tells Genet that I can 
geta passport if [have the proper papers. 

A fine rain is blowing across the sand 
of the street. "That man doesn't want 
papers, he wants a fistful of banknotes, 
doesn't he?" 

I don't answer. We walk for half an 


hour on the boulevard. Then Genet 
buys a few newspapers and some mag- 
azines, and goes back to the hotel. 


Today we got the passport. We found a 
friend who knew a government official 
and we paid. Genet's giving a small 
party in his hotel room. I'm standing 
opposite Genet. 

“Why’re you taking her with you?” a 
famous older male friend of Genet's 
asks him, pointing to me. 

“Oh, she works for me. She's a gar- 
dener." 

I want to laugh in the guy's face be- 
cause Genet doesn't have a house or a 

len. 

“She's your servant.” 

Genet thinks about this. "I didn’t 
mean to mislead you," he says. "I don't 
consider anyone a servant.” 

‘The strange man smiles. I'm accepted 
inthis world. I shake hands with Genet. 

Later on the same man asks Genet 
where we're planning to travel. 

“I don't know. I know I can't go to the 
United States, their government won't 
let me in again, and I can't go to the So- 
viet Union for the same reason.” 


In Journal du Voleur Genet wrote: Movies 
and novels have made Tangier into a 
scary place, a dive where gamblers haggle 
over the secret plans of all the armies in 
the world. From the American coast, 
Tangier seerned to me a fabulous city. It 
was the very symbol of treason. 

Here all the big men I've known, all the 
men who've hurt me because they had no 
feelings or who've offered me affection 
and then stamped on me the minute I 
reached for it, who've swung their mon- 
strous cocks in front of my face and then 
laughed when I begged to touch, traitors 
fascists who need to connive all of you 
live in this fabulous city. I worship you. I 
can't fuck anyone else. It's not your cocks, 
but it’s your dishonesty your need to ma- 
neuver and lie the way most people walk 
down a street that form those entangle- 
ments Icall adventure. Everything else is 
dead. When I'm with one of you I'm alive 
and otherwise I don't give a shit. 

I don't call having some young boy be- 
tween my sheets sex. I rarely let myself go 
for young or nice boys because I know I'll 
get bored. I want the textures of your lives, 
the complexities set up by betrayals and 
danger—I like men who hurt me because 
I don't always see myself, I have my ego- 
tism cut up. I love this: I love to be beaten 
up and hurt and taken on a joyride. This 
sex—what I call sex—guides my life. I 
know this Sex of traitors, deviants, scum 
and schizophrenics exists. They're the 
ones I want. 0 
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/ continued from page 68 
smoke, I just watched everybody. I saw 
nobody going mad or anything; they all 
were laughing and having a good time. 
So I said well, okay. I smoked and I got 
high. I liked the high and I smoked. 


The popularity of marihuana can act 
asa deterrent to beginning use for those 
of an independent spirit who automati- 
cally on personality grounds resist be- 
coming passive followers. This was true 
of more of our subjects than we had an- 
ticipated, particularly those whose re- 
sistance was buttressed by social factors: 


R: I was initiated into drugs, into mari- 
huana, by my brother; I always had a 
sort of negative attitude toward drugs 
when I was in high school. Some of my 
friends smoked grass. And they said, 
“Come on, get involved in it.” They 
werereally “hippie” types [laugh]. When 
Isay that, it's a nonderogatory term; but 
it was pseudo-hippie. That was in 1969 
when the peace movement was very 
active. They were together with a pur- 
ple light bulb and glasses and a poster 
on the wall, and they were really into 
the "drug culture,” sitting around in a 
circle, “right on,’ things like that, so I 
had a negative attitude toward it be- 
cause I just thought it was so plastic. I 
think there was also a certain part of 
my Catholic upbringing that was in- 
volved, with its “Don't do anything.” I 
don't know if that's true or not, but I 
think that definitely influenced me, sol 
just didn't want to get involved in it. 
Then when I finally did, it was in a to- 
tally different situation, and I enjoyed 
it. I got involved with my girlfriend, at 
that time, ina more real sort of situation. 


Although several subjects reported 
minor anxiety attacks when first ex- 
periencing intoxication, these passed 
quickly. The only user who reported a 
serious disaster from his first experi- 
ence presented it as a joke: 


I: How old were you? How didit happen? 
R: [know that when I was in high school 
I smoked pot a couple of times, but I 
don't have any clear recollection of that. 
I didn't get stoned. The first time after 
that I was working in this car dealer- 
ship in Boston, and this guy I used to 
work with said to me one day during 
lunch, “Doyou want togooutand smoke 
a couple of joints on the roof?” And I 
said, "Yeah, sure.” And about three 
days later we did it again, and I lost my 


job because I got so blown away. I was 
‘moving a car from the roof down, they 
hada ramp that you had to drive down. 
Well, I just couldn't control my facul- 
ties. I was bringing this car down from 
the body shop to the waiting customer, 
and I took up two poles on the way 
down, And I completely wiped out the 
passenger side that had just been re- 
placed. Well, the hubcap got down 
slightly before I did flaugh]. I came 
down there and he said, “Pick up your 
check,” and that was that. That was the 
first time, other than the couple of days 
before when I got stoned; there really 
wasn't much to it—you know, the first 
time. 


It was clear to the interviewer that 
this subject was well aware of the dan- 
ger of a drug experience that resulted in 


There was 
no time I ever 
had to need 
a high... It's 
never a need 
or urge that 
I have to 

satisfy.” 


such loss of control. His response also 
bore out the fact that beginning users 
have the most acute difficulties with 
control, particularly when driving. Ex- 
perienced users may have driving prob- 
lems too, but they tend to be of a dif- 
ferent sort, similar to those of alcohol 
users—problems of risk-taking and over- 
estimation of control rather than of lack 
of awareness. 

Most parents have great difficulty 
in sharing their children’s marihuana 
use. Joining in an illicit activity is hard 
enough, but the reversal of the usual 
relationship between the experienced 
parent-teacher and the inexperienced 
child-learner may be extremely com- 
plex, especially because the intoxica- 
tion experience often results in loss of 
control and even helplessness. Here is 
an excellent description of that con- 


founding situation: 


R: My mother smoked marihuana one 
time. I—my brother and I—had three 
joints and we knew she wanted to try it. 
SoI said, "Ma, I got some now; do you 
wanna try it?” And she said, "What?" 
And I said, “Some grass.” And she did 
try it and she hadda do it before her 
husband got home. And he'd have been 
home in about two and a half hours, so 
it took us about fifteen or twenty min- 
utes to smoke, and she said she didn't 
get high. But then she went into her 
room, and when I opened the door to 
see what she was up to, she was read- 
ing a book upside down—not reading at 
all, just pretending to do something so 
she could just be alone and feel what it 
felt like to be stoned on marihuana. 
And then I closed the door because she 
asked me to get out, and then she put 
the TV on, and I heard the TV on, sol 
went back in. I was really interested to 
know how she'd react. So she had been 
watchin’ television for about ten min- 
utes and the picture was all blurred, it 
wasn't even there—so she didnt really 
care to watch television or read. She 
just wanted to laugh and be alone, so I 
did leave her alone after that, and my 
brother and I could hear her, in the 
parlor, laughing. I thought that was 
good. But she never did it with us again. 
I believe she's done it, y'know, after that. 
I mean, with her girlfriends, because I 
know her girlfriends doit. They're older 
women, and they ask me for joints once 
ina while. 


General Effects of Marihuana Use. 
The overwhelming majority of our 
sample reported positive effects from 
marihuana, though few wereasecstatic 
as this user: 


I: Did you enjoy it the first time you 
used it? 

R: I loved it, I loved it, I loved it. 

I: When did you next try it? 

R: Next weekend, [loved it. [have ever 
since. 


All but two of our subjects (and they 
will be described later) insisted that 
they had always been in control of their 
marihuana use. For example: 


R: There was no time I ever had toneed 
a high, or, y'know, just do something 
daily because it had to be done. I'd get 
high if I wanted to, then the next few 
hours I'd light up a joint. You know, it's 
under control. It's never a need or urge 
that I have to satisfy. Yeah, tried speed, 

/ continued on page 77 
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CASE IN POINT 


A Monthly Report on Drugs and the Law 


Written in consultation with Kevin Zeese, NORML Chief Counsel 


EMEMBER Gov. GEORGE WALLACE 

standing in the schoolhouse door, 
fighting a lonely battle for "states' 
rights"?—specifically the right of Ala- 
bama to deny civil rights to her black 
citizens, despite the edicts of Earl War- 
ren's Supreme Court. 

‘That was two decades ago; now every- 
thing's turned inside out. The Nixon- 
Reagan court, under Chief Justice War- 
ren Burger, has slammed on the brakes 
of the Freedom Train and shifted it into 
reverse gear. And even as the U.S. Su- 
preme Court seems bent on gutting the 
Bill of Rights, state justices have been 
cast as guardians of civil liberties. Fred 
Barbash of the Washington Post, report- 
ing on a recent conference of the Na- 
tional Center for State Courts, observed 
that this trend toward liberal indepen- 
dence at the state level has taken on 
“the look of an organized movement.” 
Freedoms of speech and the press, pro- 
hibitions against discrimination on the 
basis of sex or economic status and the 
rights of defendants in criminal cases 
are faring far better in a number of 
states than they are in the federal judi- 
cial system. 

‘This provides a glimmer of hope for 
some of America’s 30 to 60 million po- 
tential drug defendants, specifically 
those who may be charged under state 
statutes. The scapegoating of drugs as 
the fundamental cause for moral decay 
and crime in America has beena crucial 
element of Reagan-era ideology; it elimi- 
nates the need to address certain bother- 
some issues like poverty and the inher- 
ent illusions of the American Dream. 
Conservative appointees on the federal 
bench have embraced this line whole- 
heartedly and have cooperated by be- 
stowing ever greater powers on police, 
so that they may intrude into the pri- 
vate lives of citizens to ferret out drug 
crime. State courts, however, have 
been generally reluctant to follow that 
course. 

In Alaska, the state supreme court 
has retained enough faith in the sancti- 
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STATES’ RIGHTS — TURNED INSIDE OUT 


It's no longer the feds who guard individual rights... by Bob LaBrasca 


ty of the American home to still hold 
that the cultivation of personal-use 
quantities of marijuana in a residence is 
beyond police authority. In most states, 
entrapment—an issue in a great many 
drug cases—is still a viable defense, 
while in the federal courts the doctrine 
of “predisposition” has made ita virtual 
nonissue. And the “exclusionary rule’— 
that favored arrow in the drug law- 
yer's quiver—though still strong in most 
states, seems destined to be weakened 
severely in the federal system within 
the year. 

Patrick Bishop, editor of Criminal 
Law Monthly, sends along a case from, 
of all unlikely places, Mississippi, that 
illustrates the relatively enlightened 
posture of even that state's supreme 
court (and sheds some light on the faith- 
less relationship between narc and 
snitch}; 

One Tony Penick, an informant for 
the federal Drug Enforcement Admin- 
istration, unexpectedly encountered 
his own control agent in the Jackson 
Municipal Airport, the story goes. The 
agent, with little more “probable cause" 
than Penick’s nervousness and the fact 
that he'd just got off a plane from Fort 
Lauderdale, had Penick detained and 
strip-searched, and went through his 
luggage, where he found two pounds of 
marijuana. Penick was. convicted of 
possession by the trial court, but the 
Mississippi Supreme Court reversed, 
because the evidence was seized after 
an illegal arrest. This they did in accor- 
dance with Section 23 of the Mississippi 
Constitution, which is virtually identi- 
cal to the U.S. Constitution's Fourth 
Amendment. 

It is certainly possible that Penick 
would have prevailed even if he had 
been charged in federal court, but the 
high justices of Mississippi made it 
quite clear in their decision that they 
didn’t care a fig what a federal court 
would have done. Firmly, if somewhat 
awkwardly, they wrote: 


stitution are not balloons to be blown 
up or deflated every time, and precisely 
in accord with the interpretation the 
US. Supreme Court, following some 
tortuous trail, is constrained to place 
upon similar words in the U.S. Consti- 
tution.” 

‘And they came out four-square for 
the exclusionary rule: "This Court is 
thoroughly committed to the proposi- 
tion that an illegal arrest renders a 
subsequent search inadmissible.” 

In Mississippi, mind you! 

Encouraging; though Barbash, in his 
report on the state-court conference, 
notes that “relatively few lawyers are 
even familiar with their state constitu- 
tions.” That may be true, but according 
to Alan Silber, Who practices defense 
law in New York and New Jersey, 
"That's changing. Very, very rapidly.” 
Silber has been following the trend to- 
ward greater civilliberties protections 
in state law for several years and has 
addressed NORML-affiliated attorneys 
on that very issue. More and more uni- 
versities, Silber says, are offering courses 
in state constitutional law, and lawyers 
feel compelled to bone up on state pro- 
tections since the winds have shifted 
against defendants’ rights in federal 
courts. He points out, though, that no 
one who gets busted has a choice as to 
where he will be tried; in a case where 
the option exists, prosecutors decide 
whether to file charges in state or federal 
court. A defense attorney ina state case, 
however, can choose to make his argu- 
ments on the basis of state constitution- 
al principles, if the relevant state prece- 
dents are more auspicious than the fed- 
eral ones. 

So, in view of the fact that a great 
many lawyers are just now educating 
themselves about state constitutional 
defenses, might it not be wise for a 
client/defendant to remind his advo- 
cate to examine the protections avail- 
able at the state level? 

“It couldn't hurt," says Alan Silber. “It 
couldn't hurt." 
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/ continued from page 73 

tried acid, never got too involved for 
the reason that it's too exhausting—and 
I just don't like doing things that are 
gonna tie me up and knock me down. 


Most of our subjects were special- 
occasion users. Regardless of their spe- 
cific frequency of use, these subjects in- 
dicated that smoking marihuana was 
associated with certain activities. They 
insisted that the change in perception 
when intoxicated heightened their en- 
joyment of these activities: 


I: Are there any activities that the use of 
marihuana makes easier for you? 

R: Living my life [laugh]. I think that 
most of the things I do that make me 
feel good, I would just as soon do stoned 
as straight. I mean, if I'm in some kind 
of athletic stuff—occasionally I get to- 
gether with some friends and play touch 
football—that's just as much fun or 
more fun stoned. Chess is definitely 
more fun stoned. In fact, that's one of 
the reasons I got into chess. There's a 
puerile element to most games that I 
just don't get off on, or else it's really 
rigid. I'll play hearts sometimes, and I 
enjoy hearts, but it’sa very cerebral sort 
of enterprise, it really is. But chess, 
‘once you know the rules and a couple 
of openings and stuff, chess is largely 
intuitive. And that's what getting stoned 
is about. It's opening the third eye, just 
sort of increasing that capacity, and 
that's why I like to play chess stoned. So 
I guess, in general, things that involve 
intuition are most fun stoned. 


Perhaps the most frequent effect re- 
ported was the increased enjoyment of 
eating, the well-known "munchies" 


I: What do you particularly like about 
marihuana, the marihuana high? 

R: You know, everything is much more 
enjoyable, stuff like that. Eat a hell of a 
Jot more, get the munchies all the time. 
I don't really know. Kills a lot of time. 


Many planned their use around this 
activity: 


I: Do you ever smoke marihuana be- 
fore dinner? 

R: Once ina while. If I'm going out toa 
restaurant and I really want to chow 
down and get my money's worth, I'll 
smoke a couple of “jays” before I go 
out. And that way I know I'm going to 
get my money's worth. 


Another frequent report was that the 
changed perception enhanced users 
enjoyment of sexual activity: 


R: I find that sex is better when I'm 
stoned. 

I: How come? What's the difference? 
R: Well, because I can do more things 
with grass. Ican, well, when I'mstraight 
there's just too much goin’ on, you know, 
in my head. If I wanted to kiss a girl 
while I was straight, there'd be too much 
going on in my head for me toreally get 
into the kiss, whereas with grass I can 
get into the kiss much more easily. Ican 
really feel the kiss, the energy in the 
mouth, and that's all I feel. Like a blend- 
ing of energies. . .more into body feel- 
ings rather than thinking, “Well, am I 
doing this right, will she like this, will I 


"Grass 
breaks down 
your own 
defenses, so that 


you can see 
through the 
defenses of other 


people.” 


like this?” Everything just happens nat- 
urally, and you are only in that experi- 
ence, not in another and not in your 
head. You can even feel what the other 
person is feeling, I mean in her body. 
You can feel with your body when her 
body is close to orgasm and then you 
begin to feel it too. There's something 
like a merging of feelings, body feel- 
ings, and every touch, every move- 
ment, is like magnified a hundred times. 
Touches even on the hands or even toes 
become intense. The only problem is 
that usually after such an intense expe- 
rience I just want to fall asleep. But 
that's okay, too. There's this sense of 
timelessness. Nothing exists but this 
moment. 


This description of enhanced enjoy- 
ment, which was echoed in one form or 


another by most subjects, seemed to 
the interviewers to be accurate. But 
some other reports of pleasurable expe- 
riences seemed to indicate that the 
users were having difficulties. 

For example: "I think I use it in three 
ways. Bea big shot. Next I use it for hid- 
ing myself; if I've got a problem, I cut it 
out right then and there. And the third 
thing is enjoying myself. Going out fora 
ride and smoking marihuana and laugh- 
ing and stuff. You know, you go down 
the corner of Boston Common and run 
awhile, or get high and run track or 
something; that's all it is. That's what I 
do for enjoyment. Something to hide 
away from." In other areas of his life this 
young man showed a tendency to self- 
consciousness that resulted in defen- 
siveness and a fear of exposure. This 
tendency seemed to be enhanced by 
his marihuana use, controlled though 
it was. 

Another example of drug use re- 
ported as pleasurable was even more 
alarming: 


R: It's easier to go to school stoned. It's 
just easier to space out the classes more. 
You're just less conscious of the busy- 
work and the bullshit. You just sit there 
and leave your body there if you want. 
Tused to go to math class at two o'clock, 
my last class, and just fall asleep. I'd 
never done that before, sleep in the 
afternoon or sleep in public or sleep in 
school, and I'd just goin there, fallasleep, 
and when I heard the bell, I'd wake up, 
and instantly I'd be awake. It was as if 
I was in alpha, meditating. Oh, that 
freaked me out, ‘cause I'd sleep through 
the class, but I'd wake up instantly at 
the bell, I mean wide awake, more 
awake than when I came into the class. 
And I'm just able to daydream in that 
class. Draw pictures. And I'm also more 
able to listen to the teacher. If I want to 
tune into the teacher and it's noisy and 
I'm stoned, I become a better receptor. 


The last report seemed alarming not 
just to the research team but to other 
subjectsas well. One user expressed his 
general concern as follows: 


R: I think that [it's dangerous] for peo- 
ple getting involved with drugs, espe- 
cially young people beginning high 
school. I know that when I talk to my 
brother [and his friends}, they tell me 
some pretty incredible things about 
drug abuse in high school. When I went 
to high school I was a fairly serious stu- 
dent, but they say that the majority of 
kids that go to school goto school stoned 
in the morning. That's like being an 
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alcoholic. And I know you cannot go to 
school stoned and learn as much as you 
would have if you weren't. It's just sort 
of a way to avoid the unpleasantness of 
school. But it really is a type of escape. I 
believe that. As far as hard drugs are 
concerned, in high schools it’s just too 
tempting for kids to become involved 
in this totally new experience, ina way, 
and [they] give it more credit than it's 
really worth. You can read so many 
articles about prodrug attitudes—that 
there is truly something beyond the 
physical aspect of it—that these kids 
will try it and it’s great and they really 
get into it. And all of a sudden it'sa new 
way to become socially involved with 
different people, which isn't what those 
kids need. The same thing with grass, I 
guess. All of a sudden there's a key, and 
they're involved in it, and it just can 
take away a lot. 


Only a few of our subjects (41 percent) 
expressed overt difficulties with mari- 
huana use, and most of them tended to 
blame the drug's illicitness rather than 
the drug itself: 


I: Have you ever had any difficulties or 
adverse experiences with marihuana? 
R: Only when I'm high or if I try to 
smoke ina public place like on the street. 
If I'm alone or with friends at some- 
body's house it's okay, but I get really, 
really nervous to be outside with it, 
even when I'm with friends. My friends 
don't seem to mind, but me, every time 
I see a police car or someone looks at 
me funny, I think they know I'm high or 
I'm carrying something and I get really 
paranoid. If I'm high onalcohol, I never 
get those feelings. I can even be stagger- 
ing around a little or talking funny, but I 
never worry aboutit, I just enjoy it. But 
the fact that you're not supposed to pos- 
sess grass or use it makes me afraid that 
someone is going todo something about 
it—like a cop. 


‘The fear of being caught by the police 
falls into the same category: 


R: Yeah, I've gone places with him in 
my car. I'll go some place and there will 
be roachesall over the car. Or I'mafraid 
someone will open the glove compart- 
ment and there will be an ounce of pot 
in there or something. 


In addition, many of our younger 
subjects were afraid of being caught by 
their parents: 

R: I came home one day and I'd just 
done a dope deal or something, and I 
left a few ounces of pot hanging around 
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on the top of my bureau ‘cause I just 
went out to the store to get something 
and I didn't figure he'd be back, and I 
left the door open and he came in and 
saw it..."Oh, what's this?” Well, I said, 
“It's not mine,” ‘cause it wasn't, ‘cause 
Td sold it [laughs]. And he said, “Well, 
what are you doing with it?” and I said, 
“Just holding it for somebody.” “You're 
holding it for somebody?" he said, and I 
said, “Yeah, he'll be here in twenty min- 
utes to pick it up.” And sure enough, in 
twenty minutes they came and picked 
it up—so I solved that one. So after that 
he just said, “Do you use that stuff?” 
and I said, “Well, yeah, I've tried it.” 
"Do you use it a lot?" I said, "No." I 
didn't use it a lot...and I didn't see that 
much wrong with it anyway...and a 
few other times that we've talked about 
it, he told me that he used to smoke. I 
don't know if he used to use it, but he 
smoked it from time to time when he 
was younger. He used to live in Texas 
and I guess there are places where it 
was just growing! So he didn't think it 
was all that horrible. At that point I'm 
sure that the reason he felt that way 
about me using it was because it was an 
illegal drug and it could put me in jail. 
But I know how he feels now: he feels 
that it's a really stupid law. 


The worst effect of marihuana use 
described by four (18 percent) users 
was a highly agitated state, usually 
defined as becoming "paranoid.": 


I: Did you ever have any adverse or un- 
pleasant experiences with marihuana? 
R: Yeah, I've become extremely para- 
noid at times, yeah. I was riding my 
motorcycle. 

I: Did that stop you from using it? 

R: No, I realized it was me, the same 
way as I had bad experiences on MDA. 
Irealized it was me it was coming from, 
not the drug. 


Two reported giving up marihuana 
for a brief time after such experiences. 
However, two other subjects wanted to 
continue use and tried to figure out 
under what conditions they could do 
so without experiencing the feared 
reaction. 


R: I don't know if it’s physiological or 
mental, but I can't do grass a lot and 
enjoy it because it gets me nervous, and 
I dont like being nervous. And it was 
hard for me to admit that. We have a 
group here, and I finally laid iton them, 
one time when I got high and I was 
really, really uptight. I was sitting there 
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/ continued from page 36 
limousine. He could be driving it, he 
could be fixing it, he has all this, one 
side to another. So I don't know: Jackie 
Mason. He's as funny as anyone in 

the world. 

Richard Pryor, Albert Brooks and 
Jackie Mason to me are the three fun- 
niest men on earth. 

HIGH TIMES: Jackie Mason may be 

a hero to you, because he gave Ed 
Sullivan the finger on national TV, 

and asa result was blacklisted from 
the business. 

BELZER: Yeah. I guess on some level 
he was. I didn't think of it that way. 
But he hurt himself. We've both 
recovered from disasters. I did things 
where I was told I was through in 

the business. 

HIGH TiMEs: Well, like what? I mean, 
how did you get this rep? I mean, you 
must have done something. 

BELZER: | was doing a special in 1978 
called "Chevy and Friends," for HBO. 
And Chevy wanted me to be on it and 
to cohost with him and introduce new 
comedians and ba ba bee, ba ba ba. So 
Iwas hanging out with Chevy a lot. 
And it was just towards the end of the 
Zevon tour. The famous 1978 Zevon 
tour that's now a legend. Where he 
took out a .45 and shot a cockroach 

in his bathtub. Another story. 

HIGH TIMES: Those rock stars. 
BELZER: Um. Zany, aren't they? "Go 
ahead, make my day.’ Um, so I was at 
Chevy's house. I was supposed to open 
for Warren Zevon at the Universal 
Amphitheater. One show; it was a big 
job for me then. I think it was $1,000 
for one showy, in those days that was a 
lot of money for me. Today it's a lot 

of money for me. 

Um, and I was at Chevy's house, 
doing that white stuff that you put on 
mirrors— 

HIGH TIMEs: Windex. 

BELZER: And we're doing tons of it, 
and it was getting right around the 
time I was supposed to show up at 
Universal Amphitheater. And I just 
waited a little bit too long. I got a ride 
there. I pulled into the back. And I 
hear, inside the amphitheater, "Rich- 
ard Belzer will not be here tonight. He 
called, he's sick,” you know, something. 
You know, oh, no. 

So I run back to Warren Zevon's 
dressing room and he’s fixing his tie 
and I say, “Warren, I'm here and they 
just said I was sick.” You know, he 
never got mad at me. He was mad at 


me, but he couldn't show it. He just 
shrugged. 

So, after that incident, my agent at 
the time said, “I have gotten calls from 
the whole West Coast office of William 
Morris, promoters all around the 
country. You'll never work again. No 
one will ever book you again. How 
could you not show up and not have a 
good reason? What were you doing? 
Coke with Chevy Chase?” 

Isaid, “No, no, no." You know, I 
made up some lame excuse for some- 
thing about not knowing the way or 
something. But that, to this day, that's 
a famous story in certain circles. I 
found out years later why certain 
agents wouldn't take a call from me. 
As time goes on, I hear what people 
have thought of me over the years and 
some of it amazes me. I mean, how 
people are so terrified of me. 

I mean, to this day, it's just a thing 
that I have to use to my advantage, 
Iguess. 

HIGH Times: But terrified? 

BELZER: Because they see me onstage 
and they think, "Well, this guy, he gets 
me alone in a room or in my office, 
he's gonna fucking bury me. He's 
gonna say, ‘Fuck you’ and ‘Suck my 
cock’ and ‘How's your wife's cunt?’ 
and 'T see the roots on your wife's hair’ 
and ‘I heard you fucked the maid’ and 
‘heard your son's on heroin’ and 
"You're a fucking douche bag and you 
have tax shelters that aren't legal and 
youre fucking your secretary and 
fuck you!" 

And that guy's gonna make a deal 
with me? 

HiGH Times: In the Rolling Stone 
article you talked about going through 
almost a cathartic period with your 
comedy and the black side of your 
soul, you know, living a Lenny Bruce 
scene. You've obviously transcended 
that and gone past that. Is Richard 
Belzer happy? 

BELZER: Yeah, I'm much more serene 
and serious. 

I think my time has come and I'm 
ready for it, I'm not gonna put a bullet 
in my head or stick a needle in my 
arm now, whereas I might have five 
or six years ago. Nota bullet, I would 
have gone out with drugs no matter 
how crazy I was. 

HIGH TIMES: Does the serenity scare 
you—I mean in the same sense it 
seems to have scared Pryor? 

BELZER: It's not the kind of serenity 
where I would be complacent and just 
go stand up onstage and take the 
applause because I am whol am. 

I mean, I'm not a big star, obviously. 


People in the business know who 
Iam and I do have a cult following 
that is kind of going overground now 
because of the Thicke show and be- 
cause of the HBO special, and my 
career has been an accumulative 
series of events rather than this 
meteoric rise. 

‘The thing I feel really good about is 
that I am now ina position to put my 
art where my mouth is and I've always 
felt that I've had an obligation to be 
not just a comedian but to be a jour- 
nalist and to be a poet and to report 
things and educate people, and I know 
that sounds professorial for a comedian. 
to talk like this and I hate when any- 
one does, but I genuinely believe that 
Ido have something to say and that I 
can affect people's lives, even if it's 
just through laughter. 

I feel very proud of the way that I 
handled disagreements with the Thicke 
people—I didn't go berserk and say, 
“Fuck them, fuck them, fuck them,’ 
which I would've a few years ago. But 
Ican't relate to network people with 
their arbitrary artless bullshit, 
parroting what they think the audi- 
ence is gonna like. One thing I've 
learned in this business, nobody 
knows anything. And anybody who 
says or claims they think they know— 
anything—they're full of shit. 

Nobody knows anything because 
the worst elements in the world have 
worked and become big hits, and the 
greatest elements in the world have 
failed and everything in between. So if 
Thave an idea, why isn't it as good as. 
anybody else's idea? I mean, I'm not 
stupid. On the Thicke show I had 
great writers around me; I had intelli- 
gent, supportive producers, I hada 
great director, and if I believed in 
an idea, it was just as valid as some 
schmuck’s. Who knows how he got it— 
what are his fucking qualifications, 
was he on the stage for ten years, no. 
He was drinking martinis in the board- 
room. I've earned the right to say, "I 
don't want to do this this way.” I'm not 
totally incorrigible, and I do relent on 
certain things; it's a very diplomatic 
thing and I've learned to do it. ..to 
survive. For the greater good of my 
work—I mean I want to add that in 
all seriousness. 

HIGH TIMES: Well, were you—essen- 
tially what the Rolling Stone article 
pegged you—a self-destructive genius, 
afraid of success— 

BELzER: No, that's too psychoana- 
lytical for me. I don't know if that's 
true. See, I refused to read for certain 
sitcoms; I was offered certain things 


and I didn't want to do them and they 
said, “Oh, he's afraid.” Not because I 
was afraid, but because I don't want 
to be the dumb fucking neighbor who 
has five gestures and one inflection 
that he does for twenty-six weeks for 
eight years. I don't want to be the guy 
who comes in and goes—and gets the 
recognition applause and does the 
goofy joke and leaves. I mean, fuck 
you. I'm not Lennie and Squiggy, okay. 
It's strange—it always used to be, 
“Richie, Richie, clean it up.” Now 
they're paying me to be dirty. So HBO 
now says, "We want Belzer to be dirty, 
political and intelligent...” That's a 
direct quote. 
HIGH TIMEs: What a crazy world— 
BELzER: And years ago I was like 
plutonium rods. 
HIGH TIMES: So now they want you 
to be dirty. What's the dirtiest joke you 
ever told? Or the sickest? 
BELZER: Here's one Chevy told me: 
A theatrical agent is in his office. A 
guy comes in, says, "I have an act." 
‘The agent says, “Okay, what does the 
act do?” The guy says, "Well, it's a 
family act. It's me and my family. 
First, my son comes out. He pulls 
down his pants and shits on the stage 
Then my wife comes out and she rubs 
her face in it. Then my little daughter 
comes out and takes all her Tampax 
from all her periods and sticks them 
in the shit. Then I jerk off. Then I take 
my whole family and we rub our 
faces in the shit and the come and 
the blood, then I shit in my son's face 
while my daughter puts a dildo on and 
fucks him in the ass, while she's eating 
her mother. Then my wife shits on my 
face and then I kiss my daughter on 
the mouth while my son's fucking my 
wife in the ass. Then my father comes 
out—he's a very old man—he comes 
out and is just barely able to throw up. 
We mix all the stuff together with that 
and we start eating it. Then my 
mother’s mother comes out and my 
father puts a dildo on and fucks her 
in the ass while she's throwing up, 
because of the smell of all the shit 
that's already on the stage. Then we all 
take off all our clothes and roll around 
in all this shit and start throwing up 
because of the smell, how disgusting it 
is, and then we start fucking and suck- 
ing each other and then I fuck my 
wife in the ass while she's blowing my 
son while his sister is fucking her in 
the ass with a dildo while my grand- 
father and grandmother are going 
sixty-nine.” So the agent says, “Oh 
yeah? What do you call the act?” And 
the guy says, "The Aristocrats." 0 
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Growinc Arps 


Marijuana Seeds selected from 
high-quality marijuana from all 
over the world. Durban poison, 
Nigerian, Sumatran, Thai and 
others. 4 for $1. Discount for larger 
‘orders. Order now and send $2 for 
postage and seed catalog. Discre- 
tion assured. THE SEED BANK, 
Postbus 5, 6576 Z.A., OOY, the 
Netherlands. 


MORE FEMALE PLANTS! 
Youre a good grower, but are you 
efficient? Are you wasting your 
time, space and effort? Do you 
want a yield of more than 50% 
females? It's so easy! Incredible 
SENSA-SOAK (seed soak) and/or 
SENSA-SPRAY (foliar spray), both 
‘erful female hormone stimu. 
lators, will unmask and promote 
phenotypic female sex expression, 
regardless of genetic sex. Won't 
change your plants in any way ex- 
cept make more females. Abso- 
lutely SAFE! Extensively tested, 
some cases over 90% females. To 
tally unique! $9.95 EACH. Money- 
back guarantee. FREECATALOG. 
What more could you want? It's 
the high-tech era, get aboard. Start- 
ing our fourth year. PLANTASTIC 
PLANT PRODUCTS, 1442A Wal- 
nut St, Berkeley, CA 94709. Call 
anytime: (800) 227-1617x453, or in 
California: (800) 772-3545x453. 


MUSHROOM GROWING — 
equipment, supplies, materials, 
spawns, cultures, books. Catalog 
$2. GPS, INC., Box 722 HT, Bryn 
Mawr, PA 19010. 


RIPSTOPPER Silent garden 
rip-off alarm. Pocket pager, battery 
powered, super sensitive, water- 
proof. California gardener's favor- 
ite. RURAL ELECTRONIC SE- 
CURITY, Box 232, Myers Flat 
CA 95554, (707) 943-3077. 


NATURE'S ORGANIC FER- 
TILIZER. 100% “Bat Guano.” Top 
growers’ secret to success. 5 Ibs. 
$8, 10 bs. $15. Sendcheck ormoney 
order to: NORTHWEST ORGAN- 
IC FERTILIZER, Box 1626, Wood 
ward, OK 73802. 


PROTECT YOUR PLANTS! 
Perimeter Defense System alerts 
you/scares off intruders. Approx. 
$10tobuild. Complete, easy-to-fol- 
low plans, $4.95. PDS, BO. Box 
251, Spencer, OH 44275. 


All Female Plants: Guaranteed 
cloning technique. For complete 
instructions and materials send: 
$6.95 to: J&R LAB,, PO. Box 5922, 
Winston-Salem, NC 27103, 


Books AND 
PUBLICATIONS 


Lazy Nickels Newsletter—A 
must if you like marijuana, Send 
dollar to EVAN EYERICK, 635 E. 
Santa Anita, Burbank, CA 91501. 
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Reat Estate 


1,400 sq. ft. fallout shelter. 
2/500 sq, ft. Frank Lloyd Wright- 
style home on Sacresof lush desert 
in the Cave Creek-Carefree foot- 
hills 35 miles north of Phoenix/ 
Scottsdale. $415,500. Call (602) 
488.9713. 


115 Acres, total privacy, creeks, 
beautiful views, near Silicon Valley. 
Borderslarge watershedarea, Easy 
terms. $225,000—Contact Cliff, 
Box 326, Morgan Hill, CA 95037 
(408) 395-3122 


MERCHANDISE 


“The Pump"—Revolution in 
smoking. Best waterpipe you'll 
ever smoke. Great for base. Make 
it yourself for under $1. Easy in: 
structions. No one under 18. Send 
$2&SASE to PO. Box162, Lincoln- 
ville, ME 04849, 


OPIUM POPPY SEEDS 
'$3/700, $5/1,500. NW, Box 962(H), 
Orlando, FL 32802-0962. 


Psilocybe Cubensis spore 
prints, $12.50. Easy-to-grow Mush- 
room Kits $35, Immediate delivery. 
PC. BOOK CO., P.O. Box 293, 
Roseville, CA 95661 


HALLUCINOGENIC CACTUS. 
San Pedro cactus seeds and grow: 
ing instructions, $5. 12-inch cut- 
ting, $15. SPECTRA, P.O. Box 
203, Capitola, CA 95010. 


GRASS—Twograms seed—$3. 
HEAD GEAR, PO. Box 1479, Des: 
tin, FL 32541. 


Knose Candy plus most pow: 
erful stimulants available, For 
information write SLS ENTER- 
PRISES, Box 10223, Riviera Beach, 
FL 33404. 


San Pedro Cactus High Quality. 
Send SASE to MR. PEDRO, Box 
4611, Berkeley, CA 94704-0611. 


COLLECTIBLES 


Drug Antiques bought, sold. 
Catalog $1. CAPE ANN AN- 
TIQUES, P.O. Box 3502H, Pea- 
body, MA 01960, (617) 777-3011. 


BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 


ATTN. CAFFEINE DEALERS: 
Unique new product that will fit in 
with present product line. Send $3 
for sample and info. P&L Distrib- 
utors, BO. Box 155, Burnham, 
PA 17009-0155. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


List for 


Smokeshop Mailin; 
9H 45701. 


rent. Box 990, Athens, 


Turn harsh weed into primo 
smoke. Sample $3. Retailers want- 
ed. ENHANCER, Box 1210, Green: 
wood, AZ 72936. 


Night World Escort Service is 
number 1 in Chicago, Ill. 80 ladies, 
20 men available. Specialties, 
bachelor parties, couples, domina: 
tion. Call now (312) 351-0344, 


Bexinp Bars 


I'm looking for a single, intelli- 
‘gent female from 24 on’up, any 
race. I'm 24, black and intelligent, 
Please write to BYRON K. MILLS, 
California Men's Colony, 
C-32019 #6177, P.O. Box 
Luis Obispo, CA 93409-0001. 


28-year-old gets out of prison 
October of 1984 and would like to 
hear from some sincere, together 
ladies. Will answer all letters. J.D. 
‘CAYLOR, B#82006, P.O. Box 689, 
Soledad, CA 93960-069. 


1 am looking for a long and 
beautiful relationship. Im 23 years 
old, 6’ 62” tall, 180 hs. ., slim built 
and love to correspond. I'm incar- 
cerated, very lonely, will answer 
right back. DWAYNE A. SHARPE 
166-504, P.O. Box 69, London, 
OH 4314;0-0069. 


My nameis Eddie. I'ma white 
male, 22 years old with brown 
hair, green eyes, 140 Ibs, and 5'8” 
Would like to hear from white 
female, 20-35, for friendship and 
letters.’ Write and make a friend. 
All letters will be answered imme- 
diately. EDDIE, C-44699, PO. Box 
600, Tracy California Prison 95376. 


White male, fun-loving, sin- 
cere, seeks meaningful friendship 
and intimate companionship. I'm 
single, 28, and want to correspond 
with females 19-37. Alllletters will 
be answered, photos welcomed. 
Tm doing a short 5-year term, and 
know whatI'mmissing. Don't make 
the same mistake—write now, 
ALLAN GESHWIND #045545, 
Rte. 8, BO. Box 200, X4, Daytona 
Beach, FL 32014. 


| The HIGH TIMES Classified Reaches Over 2 Million People Each Month. 
Whether Your Message is for Business or Pleasure, 


| put it in HIGH TIMES for 


RATES 
‘One time ad: $4.00/word 
Discount for conteacts: 
‘Three consecutive ads 
Six consecutive ads 
‘Twelve consecuti 


$3.75/word 
$3.50/word 


ads __$3.25/word 


$125 per column inch 
‘Column width is 1% inches 
Discount for contracts: 
‘Three consecutive ads 

Six consecutive ads 
‘Twelve consecutive ads 


sussinch 
$105/inch 
$95/inch 


MINIMUM AD IS TEN WORDS 
Post Office Box and telephone #'s count 
‘All eds must be typewritten 


‘ADVANCE WITH CHECK OR MONEY ©! 
‘Ad will appear 60 to 90 days after receipt 

‘All ads are accepted at the discretion of the 
No advertisements for chemicals, chemical 


bbe accepted 


‘Mail to: HicH Tims Classified 
17 West 60 Street, New York, NY 10023 


Your street address and phone number 


CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ie 


Al display ads must be delivered camera-ready. 


TO ORDER 


ALL ADVERTISING MUST BE FULLY PAID IN 


formulas, extraction methods or synthesis reports will 
Call for Advertising Acceptability Policy (212-974-1990), 


Maximum Results. 


as two words each. 


IRDER, NO CASH. 


Cost of Ad: 
Publisher. words at 


supply houses, 


Name 


Address 


Please include a sample of your product or catalog with your ad, and, 


per word = Total 


Payment must be enclosed with order. 
(Check or money order only, please.) 


State. Zip. 


Are you a 
S ACE ease! 


DON’T SPACE OUT 


‘and miss out on this chance to become an 
OFFICIAL space case! O:der the authentic 
‘Alen to Panel Earth certificate, wth Your 
name and oficial space case number. You 
also gel the Out of this Worlé 10. caro 
These humorous and unique gis wil only 
be avaiable on this planet fox aiid tie. 
50 Don't Space Out! Order now by sending 
yur name (or a Irend's) and mating 26: 
Gress. with 3 check 0 money orer for just 
$8.95 10 


REL Enterprises © P.O. Box 1554 
Chula Vista, CA 92012 


Wit doesn't say REL. it isn't 


BIG BROTHER KNOWS... 


‘wo So can You's a Neem 


ram cag $200 FRE WT 
Sabet 


CANNON OPT MEV HOEDeBLLEUKLE woz 


Famous International Designer, 
Piggy Malone’s™, presents 
Nomad, an exclusive line of 
snuff wrappers. If not available 
at your local store, tell them you 
are Nomad™ as hell. talk tough. then 

ive them our address (beiow) 

der any 2 economy packs of 
100 — or 1 deluxe proto pipe tor 


$24.95 — and receive 1 free 
Nomad® T-Shirt (send size) 


Economy | (3%" » 3%") — $6, 
Economy Il "Black Label” (4” » 
4°) — $6.50. Send check or 
‘money order to. Piggy Malone's 
PO. Box 10073. Berkeley, CA 
‘94709. Free shipping and catalog! 


Get Your Pussy Off! 
For 2 o2. of the finest catnip 
eaves and tops —send $2 and2 
HAMPS 0: Doo Farm 
460 N.W. 98th Street, 
Okeechobee, 
Floeida 33472 


feck are yourex en] 


PIGGY MALONE"! 


Silk screened in bik on 100% cotton T's. 
‘Asal in tan, It. blue & yellow. SM.LXLG. 
Send 9.50 ea., post paid, ch. or mo. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. Cal. res. ada 6: 
sales tax. Jennings Enterprises, Dept. Ri 
P.O. Box 741, Mill Valley, Calif. 94942 


Nomad® Catalog 
FREE 


(Smoking 


Reach out and corre- 
spond witha prisoner. 
We receive requests daily 
from lonely prisoners who 
need contact with the out- 
side world. We have many 
more than we can print. If 
you would like to write toa 
prisoner, we'll send you a 
list of names and address- 
es. Send SASE to: HIGH 
TIMES Prisoner Outreach, 
17 W.60 St., NYC 10023. 


+ 24Hour Service 

+ Octal Looking 

1 Sealed in Plastic 

= Moneyback Guarantee 
Millions in Use 

1 Use Anywhere - Anytime 

AMERICAN IDENT DEPT 90 
30x 31003, 

INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46231 


‘CARDINAL PUBLISHING CO., DEPT. P54 
Sav twanton s eXSONVILLE F320 


“TOOTER” 


Only 
$4 29 


Send Cash, 
Cert. Check or 
Money Order To: 


INo Purchase Necessary 
Freestyle Novelty Co. 


P.O. Box 2682 
‘oungstown, Ohio 4450: 


FINISHED YOUR BOOK 
on How To... .. Exotica, 
Esoterica, Erotica, etc. 
Empathic Press will help you 
publish — write for brochure: 
yathic, Rm 1411 
Jest 34th Street 
iY WY tooo! 
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LOCKS! 

WHY PAY HIGH 
INFLATED LOCKSMITH 
PRICES? 

For only pennies, you can 
learn how to pick your own 
locks from a master locksmith 
(30 years experience). Pick 
kit and instructions, send only 

$9.95 to: 


LOCKS, P.O. Box 4174 


WITCHCRAFT 


NATURE'S HIGHE 
Govin & Yvonne Frost, world’s foremost 
Witches .now eccept students. 


Box 1502-H,New Bern,NC 28560 


en Basses 
acon treme cet, | Svan eens mt 


Portland, Maine 04102 
Please mention magazine. 


HIGH TIMES HAS WHAT YOU NEED! 


Vintage Issues @ Binders ¢ Clothing 


Look for our ads in this issue 
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1001 THOUGHTS ABOUT DRUGS 


FORTY-FOURTH OF A MONTHLY SERIES 


539 SMOKING AND 
CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE 
The US. Department of Health and Human 
Services (DHHS) 1983 report on the health 
‘consequences of smoking reviews the evi- 
dence associating smoking with coronary 
heart disease (CHD) and other forms of car- 
diovascular disease (CVD). It concludes that 
cigarette smoking is a major cause of CHD 
for both men and women and should be 
considered the most important of the 
known modifiable risk factors for CHD. 
‘The report estimates that up to 30% of 
deaths from CHD can be attributed to ciga- 
rette smoking; approximately the same per- 
centage of cancer deaths have been attrib- 
uted to smoking. However, because there 
are more CHD deaths in the United States 
than cancer deaths (565,000, compared with 
416,000 in 1980), estimates of cigarette 
smoking-related CHD deaths (170,000) are 
higher than estimates of cigarette smoking- 
related cancer deaths (125,000). 
Atherosclerosis, the main underlying pro- 
cess of CVD, is characterized by the accu- 
mulation of lipid in the intima of large elastic 
arteries (aorta) and medium-sized muscular 
arteries (coronary, femoral, carotid, and 
others). Autopsy studies have demonstrated 
a significant positive relationship between 
smoking and atherosclerosis. The evidence 
is most striking for atherosclerosis of the 
aorta, buta significant positive relationship 
exists with lesions of the coronary arteries. 
Coronary Heart Disease 
Prospective mortality studies involving 
over 20 million person years of observation 
reveal that smokers have a 70% greater 
CHD death rate than nonsmokers. Heavy 
smokers (those who smoke two or more 
packs per day) have an almost 200% greater 
CHD mortality rate than nonsmokers. 
Cigarette smoking increases the risk of 
developing CHD, and this effect isindepen- 
dent of the other major risk factors for 
CHD. However, smoking interacts with 
the other major risk factors [elevated serum 
cholesterol and hypertension) to substan- 
tially increase the CHD risk beyond the 
sum of the independent components. Each 
factor contributes about the same order of 
magnitude of risk for CHD. When one fac- 
tor is present, the risk approximately dou- 
bles; with two factors, the risk is fourfold 
greater; and when all three are present, the 
CHD risk is eightfold greater than when 
none of the three factors are present. 
Cigarette smokers experience a twofold 
to fourfold greater risk for sudden cardiac 


death than do nonsmokers. This risk is 
dose-related when measured by the num- 
ber of cigarettes smoked per day. 

A synergistic relationship between oral 
contraceptive use and cigarette smoking 
exists for myocardial infarction. Women 
who use both have a 10-times higher risk 
than women who use neither. 

‘A substantial benefit of smoking cessa- 
tion in reducing the risk of CHD can be de- 
tected within a few years of cessation. Ten 
years after cessation, the CHD risk of an ex- 
smoker approaches that of a person who 
has never smoked. 

Cerebrovascular Disease 

‘An association between smoking and 
cerebrovascular disease has been found in 
numerous prospective mortality studies. 
‘This relationship is stronger in younger age 
groups. The increased risk of cerebrovascu- 

disease from smoking appears to de- 
crease rapidly after cessation. 

The combination of smoking and oral 
contraceptives is associated with marked 
increase of risk in women for one particular 
type of cerebrovascular disease—subarach- 
noid hemorrhage. 

‘Other Forms of Vascular Disease 

‘Smoking is the major modifiable risk fac- 
tor for atherosclerotic peripheral vascular 
disease. Smoking cessation is important in 
the clinical management of patients with 
peripheral vascular disease, as it is with 
other forms of CVD. Mortality due to rup- 
ture of abdominal aortic aneurysms is more 
common among smokers than among non- 
smokers. 

Intervention Studies 

The 1983 DHHS report notes that one of 
the elements supporting the judgment of 
causality in the smoking-CHD relationship 
is the effect of smoking cessation: smokers 
reduce their excess risks when they stop 
smoking. The report describes numerous 
intervention programs and trials in this 
country and abroad, concluding that the ef- 
fectiveness of the interventions increases 
when multiple methods such as individual 
counseling, group sessions, and media cam- 
paigns are appropriately combined with 
proper reinforcement and follow-up. 


Morbidity & Mortality Weekly 
Report, Jan. 6, 1984 


FDA TO INVESTIGATE 
ANY DRUG CLAIMING TO 


MINIMIZE INEBRIATION. 


‘The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 


has declared that fructose or any other sub- 
stance that its makers claim will "minimize 
or prevent inebriation” will be considered a 
new drug. 

As such, it must be reviewed and ap- 
proved by the FDA before it may be mar- 

eted over the counter, Margaret Heckler, 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
said in a recent Federal Register notice. 

“The agency is concerned that such prod- 
ucts may presenta potential health hazard, 
particularly when motorists rely on unsub- 
stantiated claims that the products will pre- 
vent or minimize an inebriated state,” the 
FDA said. 

“Products that claim to prevent or mini- 
mize inebriation could give persons who 
consume alcoholic beverages and then drive 
a motor vehicle a false sense of security, 
convincing them that they are capable of 
driving when, in fact, they are not,” the FDA 
notice said. 


Status Report, 
Sept. 20, 1983 


5. 4 LIFE ENHANCING OR DESTRUCTIVE: 
BEING ‘HIGH’ CAN BE BOTH 

Hamilton—Describing someone as ‘high’ 

names a category of activity, but the exper- 


or anything in-between, says Calgary edu- 
cator Ken Low. 

“An intoxicant is a tool for getting high, 
but so is (Toronto's) CN Tower,” he told the 
annual Institute on Addiction Studies here. 

People like to get high because things 
look different, and they want things to look 
different because “the human mind can 
stand anything but boredom.” 

A person ‘high’ on the CN Tower could 
make a nuisance of himself with irresponsi- 
ble behavior such as dropping things over 
the edge. He could experience mirth from 
the sudden change of perspective, when 
the cars below look like toys. 

He might have an esthetic reaction from 
looking at the scenery, or he might begin 
asking questions and analyzing to get a bet- 
ter understanding of the lay of the land. 

He might “freak out" at how high he is, 
and drop to the floor, screaming, or experi- 
ence fear or minor discomfort. Realizing 
he's only six inches from infinity, he might 
go over the edge. 

Betty Lou Lee, Journal of the 


Addiction Research Institute, 
Toronto, Sept. 1, 1982 


Hicu Times welcomes reader contributions to this clever column. Address correspondence to: 
Dope Lore, HicH Times, 17 West 60th Street, New York, NY 10023. 
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Grow Wild Mushrooms 
Forever With The 
Homestead Mushroomkit 


Seven years ago, the Homestead Book Company 


introduced the first Psilocybe Cubensis Mushroomkit. 


Since then thousands of people have learned the joys of 
cultivating your own mushrooms. 


Each Homestead Mushroomkit includes a lifetime 
supply of fertile spores and two pounds of our rich 
high-yield compost. You also receive supplies, reusable 
tools, and ten pages of instructions from Bob Harris’ book 
Growing Wild Mushrooms. 


dust published, The Mushroom 
Cultivator by Stamets and 
Chilton. A virtual encyclopedia for 
serious mushroom growers, with 
over 400 pages of detailed 
information and photos. 


TOLL-FREE ORDER LINE 800-426-6777 CREDIT 
CARDS ONLY. (except WA, AK, and HI). All others 
please call (206) 782-4532. 


HOMESTEAD BOOK COMPANY 
Serving You Since 1972. 


r------ 


OG Deluxe Psilocybe Cubensis 
Mushroomkit . . . 


© Jumbo Spore Print 
millions more ... $25 
0 THE MUSHROOM CULTIVATOR 
—Highly recommended . 
1) GROWING WILD MUSHROOMS 
.Simple guide 
Oo PSILOCYBE MUSHROOMS & 
ALLIES. . field guide .. . 


$13 


Total Enclosed: 


VISA__ MC__ Expires: 

Card Number: teste 
Signature: == 

Name: 

Address: — 


Washington residents add sales tax. Foreign 
add 20% US Funds. Money Orders pro- 
cessed fastest. Sold in fine stores, too. 


‘HOMESTEAD: 


BOOK:COMPANY 
P.O. Box 31608 Seattle, Wa. 98103 
(206) 782-4532 
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6. Whitelor Pink 20/20 
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EPS. Tablets 


1. White Cross Tablet 119 g,ieln Carat 


(thick 25mg. 1000 @ $10.00 1000 @ $16.00 $19.00 
‘ thin) 100 @ $2.50 100 @ $3.50 100 @ $3.75 
2, Small Pink Heart Tablet 7. Blue 30/30 Tablet 12. Sm. Yellow Capsule 
23mg. 1000 @ $10.00 300mg. 1000 @ $16.00 Bomg. 1000 @ $19.09 
100 @ $2.50 100 @ $3.50 10 @ $3.75 
3. Yellow-Cross Tablet 8. Mag 357 13. Lg. Black capsule 
22.2mg. 1000 @ $10.00 325mg. 1000 @ $19.00 250mg. "1000 @, $19.00 
100 @ $2.50 100 @ $3.75 


Catfeine Tablets Caffeine Capsules 14, Sm. Black came 


4, Lg. pink heart shape tablet 9. Green & Clear Capsule 200mg. 1000 @ $19.00 

225mg. 1000 @ $16.00 275mg. 1000 @ $19.00 100 @ $3.75 
100 @ $3.50 100 @ $3.75 15. Ultra Capsule 

5. GIW Spec's Tablet 10. Blue & Clear Capsule 250mg. 1000 @ $17.50 

225mg. 1000 @ $16.00 200mg. 100 @ $3.25 


1000 @ $19.00 
1 


100 @ $3.50 00 @ $3.75 * This month’s Special 


We will not be under sold - we will match or beat any advertised price! 


All orders are taken and shipped by our qualified staff 
which insures your personal satisfaction not a god-damm computer!! 


All Prices & policies are subject to change without notice 


Product Number 
100 

1000 

Handling 
Shipping 

Free shipping on all prepaid order 


N.E, SUPPLIES 
P.O, Box 03452 Potland, OR 97203, 
For €-0.D. Call (503) 286-8838, 


Tree ahlpping on all 
prepaid orders 


S30 
i Address 


city 


state Lip. 


Persons under medical care should consult thew physicians before taking 
not intended for eepackaging or resale without State icense. Al products contain eph 


Enough people were arrested 
for marijuana last year to empty 
the whole city of Atlanta, Ga. 
Don’t you think it’s time we 
stopped? 


NORML 


(0 YESIL WANT TO HELP. Here's my #25 annual membership 
fee (student, military and low income individuals $15). — 
Send me my free NORML T-shirt (check size below) along Name 


2035 P Street #401, NW, Washington, D.C. 20036 


Zp 


oT 
0 Send me more information. 
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PEANUTS 


/ continued from page 45 


the floor. He landed flat upon his face. 
Tanya screamed a false scream, Stock- 
meyer got to his knees, straightened his 
necktie, looked up at Larry Nelson. 

“Okay, you son of a bitch! Youre 
fired!” 

"What do I care, fat boy? I got two 
years on the contract!" 

“Youll get paid, you prick! But you're 
not managing my ball club!” 

Stockmeyer rose to his feet. 

“Furthermore, I'm suing you for as- 
sault and battery! You'll hear from my 
lawyer!” 

“Tf you were any kind of man, Stock- 
meyer, youd fight back!” 

"T could take you. Ijust don't want to 
dirty my hands on you.” 

“Bullshit!” 

Stockmeyer weaved to the bar exit 
and then was gone. Then Larry looked 
around for the guy who had given him 
the finger. He was gone too. 


T.. phone rang about 10:30 a.m. 
Tanya reached out from the bed and 
picked it up. 

"Yeah?" 

Then she shook Larry Nelson. He 
twisted in the sheets and sat up. 

“What is it?” 

She pulled back the sheet and threw 
the phone upon his genitals. Larry 
reached down and got it. 

"Hello? Oh, Stockmeyer. ..How'd 
you find me? What? Yeah, I under- 
stand. Well, okay then, but remember, I 
run the fucking thing, right? All right, 
then. You're on. Goodbye.” 

Larry reached across Tanya and hung 
the phone up. 

"What was it?” 

“He wants me back." 

“You going?" 

“Yeah, I need the action." 

Larry climbed out of bed and went to 
the bathroom, pissed. Then he washed 
his hands and face, threw some water 
on his hair, brushed it back with his 
hands. He walked out of the bathroom. 
He was naked. He just stood there in 
the room. 

“Boy,” Tanya said from the bed, "you 
were really lousy last night—" 

“Never mind that," he said. “We got 
any coke left?” 

“No, nothing—you got a nose like an 
elephant.” 

"Shit," said Larry. 

He reached down and scratched his 
balls. 0 


Copyright 1984 by Charles Buhowsht 
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How To Grow 
Marijuana Indoors 
—Under Lights 
bya Stevens 

Grow marijuana all year 
Tong under lights withthe 
help ofthis photiled 
book. Simple instructions, 
from germinating seeds to 
the prose lighting hep 
the home grower haves 
Successful crop. HTB/41 
$595 


Cocaine, the Mystique and the Reality 
bby Joe! L,Philips and Ronald! D. Wynne, Ph.D. 

The most comprehensive book ever published on 
every aspectot cocaine, including the results of over 
100 interviews with users, dealers, smugglers and law 
enforcement officials. HTB/20 $3.95 


Cannabis Alchemy: The Art 

of Modern Hashmaking Deluxe Edition 
by David Hoyle 

Turn that moldy old bag of clitchweed into some hitest 
hashish by imply following the method outlined tn this 
book, Written specifically fo the layman, with 
diagrams. HTB/13 $5.95, 


Book of the Month 

The Sinsemilla Technique 

by kayo 

Wrtén forthe curious as well asthe experienced, tis 
technique tels how fewer plants in smaller pots can 
Yield more cannabis of higher quality. The book. 
Includes photographs and illustrations. HTB/30 $12.95 


The Mushroom 
Cultivator 
and lest Chiton 


practical guide to growing 
‘mushrooms at home. 
Excellent illustrations, and 
how to obtain the needed 
equipment and supplies. 
Step by step directions for 
every procedure for 
rowing the mushrooms of 
Your choice. 415 pgs. 
H1A/97 $19.95, 


Mail to: HiGH Times Bookstore, Box 1414, 
Ansonia Station, New York, NY 10023. 


Cultivator’s Handbook of Marijuana 

by Bill Drake 

‘The most up-to-date information forthe outdoor and 
indoor marijuana cultivator, with over 100 photo- 
‘graphs, drawings, chats, maps and 3 special section on 
psychoactive tobacco. HTB/25 $10.95 


Licit& tlict Drugs 
by Edward M. Brecher 

The Consumers Union Report on narcotics, stimulants, 
depressants, inhalants, hallucinogens and mariiuana— 
including cafeine, nicotine and alcohol. MTBVA4 58.95 


The Primo Plant 

by Mountain Gil 

Complete instructions for growing fine, organic 
sinsemilla matjuana, the seedless variety prized by 
Connoisseurs for its exquisite high. HTB/23 $4.50 


Indoor Marijuana Horticulture 
intl race 

‘simple, yet complete, written and pictorial descrip- 
tion of basic gardening techniques used to grow the 
largest quantity of dynamite marijuana indoors. 
HTB/42 $8.95, 


The Art and Science 

‘of Cooking with Cannabis 

by Adam Gottlieb 

More than just another collection of marijuana recipes, 
this book teaches the reader the nature of cannabis, 
how it combines with other foods and how itis best. 
assimitated by the digestive tract. A must for anyone 
Setious about cooking with grass. HTB/T4 $3.95 


Pipe Dreams 

by Don Rave 

‘An inside look a the pleasures and hazards of freebase 
cocaine, HTBIN9 $12.00, 


How to Build a 

Bigger and Better Hydroponic Garden 
by Ed Sherman 

How to make super garden tha will grow anything, 
anywhere rom scrap material, HTB/a7 $493 


Hydro-story 

by Charles &. Sherman and Hap Brenizer 

How to grow the easy way, se big yields from Ite 
‘gardens in your backyard, patio, apartment, etc 
HTA/36 $4.95, 


How To Identify and 
Grow Psilocybin. 
Mushrooms 

by Jule Stevens 

and Rich Gee 

This book tells how to 
Identily psilocybin as well, 
ashow to grow them in 
Your own home. Color 
Photographs make for an 
feasy-tosollow and 
Informative book, HTB/38 
$6.95 


Growing for Growth 

Grow the most luxurious cannabis known to 
‘man--learn the science of an Herbal Oasis. This latest 
In technology can reap you a 33:34: crop monly a 
S:sqnft area, Great for apartment dwellers From seed 
tomature plants 45 days. HTB/32 $7.95 


Snow Blind 

by Rober Sabbag 

‘Anall-out, nonstop, mind-jolting journey theough the 
‘daezling high-altitude world of am international 
cocaine smuggler. HTB/IB $3.50, 


Mama Coca 

by Antoni! 

Awell documented presentation of how wholesale 
dope movers and narcotics officials actively collaborate 
inthe international drug trade. HTB/21 $8.95 


Narcotic Plants 
by Wiliam Emboden 
Atha koa 
poses 


world’s plants that 
Geries. With an extensive 
pete 


Indoor Marijuana 
Cultivation 

by Murphy Stevens 
Simple directions and 
accompanying photo 
anhs make ths book 
{nformative and easy t0 
follow Learn the best 
methods of growing mar 
ifuana indoors with ight 
trrsao3s95 


Please send me the books | have checked off. 
1am enclosing Dicheck Cimoney order 


Subtotal $. 
Sales tax NYS residents § 
‘Add $1.75 shipping for each book $. 


Grand Total $- 


State. Zip. 


HTB/13. .Cannabis Alchemy... . $5.95 

HTB/14. . Cooking with Cannabis. . Seager $395 
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HTB/32. . Growing for Growth .... $795 Name 

HTB/36. . Hydro-Story Hee etieree se $495 

HTB/37.. The Mushroom Cultivator... $19.95 Address 

HTB/38. . Identify & Grow Psilocybin.. -. $6.95 

HTB/40. . Indoor Marijuana Cultivation - $3.95 City 

HTB/41. Grow Marijuana Indoors/Lights $5.95 

HTB/42. . Indoor Marijuana Horticulture. $8.95 

HTB/44. . Licit & Illicit Drugs. . $8.95 


es subject to change without notification. 
Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. New York residents please add applicable sales tax. 


‘Alaska, Hawaii, Canada & Foreign add $2.50 per book for postage and handling, 


SOUNDS 


W... I was 15 I lived in one of 


those big brick houses in a Brooklyn 
Jewish neighborhood. I had a group of 
friends and we all did the same things. 
‘We called each other by our last names, 
played sewer-to-sewer football, dressed 
in T-shirts and dungarees and hung 
around on Saturday nights eating take- 
‘out Chinese from King Ho. But mostly 
‘we waited—waited to drive...waited 
to get the courage up to ask the girls 
‘out... waited for the parents to leave so 
we could hit the liquor cabinet... . wait- 
ed for something to do—waited to get old 
enough so our lives could get started. 


Jeff Rosen is manager at a prominent New York 
ity music publishing firm. He also works as a pro- 
fessional musician, producer and songwriter. 
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Around that time I bought my first 
blues album. It was called Live Wire 
Blues by Albert King. It floored me. 
Literally. I would lie down on the green 
wall-to-wall carpeting in our living 
room and place my head right between 
the two detachable speakers from our 
Zenith Sound Center, and listen full 
blast to those burning, twisting notes 
from King's guitar. The music touched 
off something in me, something very 


MY MUDDY 


What do a middle-class Jewish kid from Brooklyn 
and a middle-age black ex-farm worker from the Mississippi 
Delta have in common? Just a feeling called “the blues.” 
A tribute to Muddy Waters. 


sad but at the same time liberating and 
exultant. I became a blues proselytizer. 
I tried desperately to get my friends to 
listen. but it was no go. ‘They simply 
could not make that very small leap 
from Hendrix, the Beatles and the Doors 
to Albert, and B.B. and Muddy Waters. 

Istill haven't found out why the blues 
had such a profound effect on me, but I 
now know that it changed my life. It 
broke the pattern that locked me into 


Brooklyn adolescence, providing my 
first real inkling of the violent, powerful 
and brutal world outside of my sheltered 
borough. I remember lying sleeplessly 
in bed on summer nights, listening to 
the sound of the blues on the radio min- 
gle with the traffic noises through the 
open window, until I felt I was swirling 
in time and space. Those voices from 
the '30s sounded so true and real they 
almost brought me to tears. 

I began picking out the blues on the 
piano, mimicking Albert King's solo 
lines. At first I was frustrated by what 
seemed to be the pianos limitations, 
but eventually I stumbled upon the 
discordant, hammer-fisted approach 
almost all pianists use to make the 
European scale conform to the sliding 
pitches needed for the blues. I'd sit at 
the piano in our living room, howling 


about my home in the Delta, while a 
few feet away my bar-mitzvah picture 
stood on the coffee table. But I never 
felt the incongruity. 

I began playing the harmonica, al- 
ways carrying it with me, ready at a 
moment's notice to brandish my identi- 
ty asa bluesman. Sure, I was wrapped 
up in the mythology of the blues. How 
could I not be? The blues world of hard 
luck and hard drinkin’ and fast times 
and long-legged mamas reached its 
musty arms around me and grabbed 
me (this tall, thin, half-mustached Jew- 
ish boy) to its pulsating bosom. Bui, de- 
spite all its romantic allure, there was 
something about the music that always 


cut me to the bone. 

Years later in college I began to drift 
away from the blues and got into jazz. 
Dazzled by anything so hard to under- 
stand, I was thrilled by the incompre- 
hensible cascade of notes that jazz 
seemed to be. Eventually, as jazz be- 
came more familiar to me, I found that 
the players I dug most were those who 
used the blues-feel in their playing— 
musicians like Lester Young and Gene 
Ammons who were able, like the great 
bluesmen, to perform that magical 
alchemy that can transform a single 
note into a rainbow of emotion. Now, 
15 years after buying Live Wire Blues 
Power, I'm back home with the blues. 
The man that called me home was the 
legendary king of the Chicago blues 
sound, Muddy Waters. 


hen Muddy Waters died last 
year I went out and bought two albums 
reissued on French Chess: Muddy Wa- 
ters—Folk Singer and a double record 
set titled, Muddy Waters—The Chicago 
Years. | think I've played them at least 
‘once a week since then. Every time I 
listen to the recordings I am astounded 
by their perfection. Not perfection in 
the European classical sense of exact 
fingerings and perfect technique, but 
perfection in the human sense. Those 
are the most expressive recordings I 
have ever heard. 

Muddy was born McKinley Morgan- 
field in Rolling Fork, located in the Mis- 
sissippi Delta, on April 4, 1915. He was 
raised by his grandmother in Clarks- 
dale, Mississippi. He began playing 
harmonica at age 13, and guitar by 17. 
Before long he was able to supplement 
his income from farm work by playing 
“all around our little town—Saturday- 
night suppers and Sunday-afternoon 
get-togethers, even played for white get- 


Jeff Rosen 


togethers, picnics and such." In 1941 he 
was first recorded by folk collector 
Alan Lomax, who was down South 
gathering music for the Library of Con- 
gress. In 1943 he joined the black exo- 
dus from the rural South and moved to 
Chicago. By the end of the decade he 
was a rhythm and blues star. 

Muddy Waters—Folk Singer was re- 
corded in 1963 in an effort to capitalize 
on the folk craze of the early '60s. The 
idea was to record Muddy with a small 
combo playing only acoustic instru- 
ments so that their music could be con- 
sidered "legitimate" folk performances. 
Although the idea that Muddy would 
have to legitimize his folk status is 
laughable, the concept of this album 
works beautifully. This record, more 
than any other I've heard, seems to cap- 
ture the rural-blues sound of the Missis- 
sippi Delta. 

T have listened to, and loved, the re- 
cordings of the early bluesmen like 
Charlie Patton and Robert Johnson, but 
to be perfectly honest, there always 
seemed to be something missing, some- 
thing that keeps them from reaching 
the transcendent qualities I've experi- 
enced from later blues recordings. Lis- 
tening to Folk Singer makes it clear just 
how much the blues recordings of the 
'30s suffered from the poor recording 
capabilities of that era. Being able to hear 
every nuance of Muddy’s voice on Folk 
Singer makes me wonder just how pow- 
erful Robert Johnson's records might 
have sounded if they had been recorded 
under better circumstances. Though 
there are hundreds of great blues records 
from the Delta, their power is almost 
always diluted by the crude recording 
techniques of the '30s. Muddy Waters 
was one of the Mississippi originals 
who lived long enough to be able to re- 
cord acoustically during the modem era. 

‘The songs on Folk Singer sound like 
they were cut one hot afternoon on a 
back porch overlooking the cottonfields. 
‘They're played with the kind of relaxed, 
unhurried attitude of a musician who 
knows he's going to fill up a whole after- 
noon just by playing and singing. The 
best blues contains the same battle of 
tension and release that lovemaking 
does. Like an expert lover, an expert 
bluesman knows how to take his time. 
On Folk Singer Muddy is all restraint, 
making even the slightest use of force 
seem like an earthshaking climax. He 
whispers and coos the blues, singing 
almost entirely to himself. The accom- 
paniment is sparse: Buddy Guy playing 
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“A refreshing approach to the 
correction of stereotyped 
notions about drugs and drug 
users.” —Lester Grinspoon, 
M.D., author of Marihuana 
Reconsidered 
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single-note leads, Willie Dixon rolling 
the bass and Clifton James slapping the 
brushes on a single snare to provide the 
backbeat. Muddy fills the spaces in 
with unearthly groans and hums, ac- 
centing his vocals with stinging slide- 
guitar work miked so closely that we 
can hear the metallic slither of the slide 
cutting across the strings. Even though 
these songs were recorded 20 years 
after Muddy left for Chicago, they are 
an ultimate rendering of what Muddy 
would call “deep blues.” 

Muddy Waters—The Chicago Years is 
a reissue of the sides that Muddy re- 
corded for Leonard Chess from 1948- 
1964. During those years, Muddy, ac- 
companied by Chicago blues greats like 
harmonica player Little Walter and gui- 
tarist Jimmy Rogers, revolutionized the 
sound of the blues, laying down the 
foundation upon which rock ‘n' roll 
would be built. When Muddy arrived 
in Chicago he was playing blues in the 
Delta acoustic style. But he soon realized 
that by amplifying his guitar he could 
rock a big Saturday-night party, or a 
south-side nightclub much more easily. 
He added other amplified instruments, 
Little Walter playing hornlike lines on 
the harp and Jimmy Rogers playing 
boogie patterns on the guitar, until he 
arrived at the driving, cranked-up blues 
heard on songs like “I'm Ready” and 
"Walkin’ Through the Park.” As Muddy 
put it: "We went to putting time to our 
lowdown Mississippi blues. We put a 
pretty good group together because we 
learned beat, learned what the people's 
movin’ off of. Even it's the blues we still 
had to drive behind it." 

That beat is what changed Muddy’s 
blues so profoundly. Once the band 
starts up it's like a steamroller, crushing 
everything in its path with unrelenting 
propulsion. And that propulsion, cou- 
pled with Muddy’s perfect singing, 
slashing slide work and old-time Delta- 
blues sensibilities is what makes these 
recordings so fabulous. "She's Alright” 
isa perfect example. Without thedrum- 
work and the amplified instruments, 
this could easily be a classic Delta-blues 
performance using the old rural-blues 
technique of playing the slide guitar in 
unison with the vocal melody. But the 
drumming and amplification transform 
these Delta elements into a new type of 
blues sound. A sound that would come 
to be called “Chicago blues.” 

Muddy Waters is credited as a major 
influence by many rock performers. 
The Rolling Stones took their name 
from one of his early hits. Eric Clapton 
and Jeff Beck have made no secret of 
their debt to Muddy. The Chicago blues 


sound he created was so close to being 
rock ‘n’ roll that it's hard to tell where 
one begins and the other leaves off. 
Muddy Waters created a sound that 
borrowed from the rural blues of Mis- 
sissippi roots, Louis Jordan's swing- 
styled jump blues and the more sophis- 
ticated crooner blues of the R&B chart 
toppers. The raw, energetic-beat-ori- 
ented music he created constitutes the 
real beginnings of rock ‘n’ roll. 

I find Muddy’s blues in many ways 
more satisfying than the music it 
spawned. Early rock ‘n’ roll is an explo- 
sion of adolescent joy, an outpouring of 
I-don't-give-a-shit-let’s-party attitudes. 
But the Chicago blues, to me, feels more 
elemental, more basic—ultimately, more 
human than rock ‘n’ roll. It can have the 
same burst of release, but can also take 
its time and express deeper and more 
subtle emotions. Emotions that run so 
deep they seem to take on mystical 
powers. There's something in the way 
that Muddy humsa note, shoutsa phrase 
or plays a lick on the slide guitar that 
connects with an unconscious part of 
me. He has unraveled some chromo- 
somal link that allows him to tap direct- 
ly into the listener’s emotions. How else 
could he sing that same phrase, play that 
same goddamn note in every song and 
have it move me each time? 

Thanks to Muddy, my addiction to 
the blues is back and once again I'm try- 
ing to attract converts. Now listen up, 
soI don't have to stop you on the streets 
and hand youa pamphlet—both of these 
records are available as imports. If you 
don't live in a major city they can be 
hard to find. My suggestion is to write 
to Down Home Music, Inc., 10341 San 
Pablo Ave., El Cerrito, CA 94530. They 
are the biggest blues, early rock ‘n’ roil 
and folk mail-order company and most 
likely will have these albums in stock. 
If you're interested in reading more 
about the blues, pick up Deep Blues by 
Robert Palmer. He traces the develop- 
ment of the blues from the Delta to Chi- 
cago, using the words of the bluesmen 
themselves whenever possible. 

When Muddy died last year there 
were no presidential declarations, no 
memorial-stamp issued, no five-minute 
capsule from Dan Rather on the seven- 
o'clock news. There were just obits in 
the music papers and a few words on 
the local stations, and Muddy Waters 
quietly became part of the American 
music heritage. But luckily for us, the 
recordings he made are still available. 
Hopefully, more people will search out 
those records and Muddy will take his 
rightful place as one of the seminal fig- 
ures in American popular music. () 
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VIDEO 


Pot Shots 


Pot Shots is the title of an hour-long video filmed 
in the hills of Northern California. The best dope 
farmers in the region pooled their horticultural 
secrets, creating a how-to growers’ video that 
virtually guarantees a successful harvest. While 
the look of the film may have profited from the 
hand of an honest-to-goodness filmmaker (or at 
least someone whose taste in soundtracks runs 

to other than honking geese], it remains a mine of 
valuable information. For a copy of Pot Shots send 
$59 plus $2 postage to: Last Gasp, 2180 Bryant, 
San Francisco, CA 94110. Specify VHS or Betamax. 


Five to seven pounds of buds per plant is 
not an uncommon yield. 


Resin beads, such as these upon a stamen, ensure a 
potent smoke. 
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Properly pruned 
plants can spread 
up to eight feet 
wide. 


Plants should be started in coffee cans and brought outside 
after 12 weeks, 
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/ continued from page 78 


and I was almost at the point of I don't 
know what. . .I was getting really upset 
at telling them this ‘cause I had never 
told them that I get paranoid... I find 
it's much easier to control hallucino- 
gens than it is to control grass. Grass is 
almost always guaranteed to get me 
uptight. If it got where I enjoyed it, I 
would do it as much as I felt like doing 
it. ‘Cause I see where people have itasa 
very large part of their lives, but yet it 
doesn't rule them; people I know who 
are therapists, they'll get high exces- 
sively, but yet still are doing viable 
things and enjoying it.I feel sort of bad 
that I can't do it that much, but I just 
have to live with it. But I would say that 
if Icould get things straight, I'd probab- 
ly smokea little bit more. Itis enjoyable 
when you do enjoy it. I've really dug it 
at times. 


In a sense, such subjects use this 
reaction as a further mechanism, albeit 
a shaky and dangerous one, to promote 
control. 


Effect of Use on Work and Relation- 
ships. With the marked exception of 
the young man who lost his job in the 
garage, as well as of some students 
whose schoolwork was affected, our 
subjects denied that marihuana had 
had any definite influence on their 
work life. They also did not feel that it 
had influenced their relationships with 
people negatively. (This response was 
in sharp contrast to that of our opiate- 
using subjects.) The most common ef- 
fect reported was a bonding of friend- 
ships. Subjects contended that the ex- 
perience of using together enhanced a 
feeling of closeness and solidarity: 


R: We all worked together in this drug- 
counseling place. And, of course, be- 
cause of our jobs we weren't supposed 
touse drugs, but of course we did. Soft 
drugs. We were all really different 
types and I think there would have been 
a lot more abrasiveness in our work 
together if we hadn't had this experi- 
ence of coming together and getting 
stoned together. We even used to do it 
after hours in the counseling office! But 
it's like, well, grass breaks down your 
own defenses, so you can see through 
the defenses of other people. You can 
see, well, something like the core of 
their being, So that if Jim talks too much 
to people on the hotline or if Alice grabs 


/ continued on page 96 
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VISIONS 


The weird pleasure the Germans take in 
evoking horror can perhaps be ascribed 
to the excessive and very Germanic desire 
to submit to discipline, together with a 
certain proneness to sadism. 

—Lotte Eisner (The Haunted Screen) 


Worwaty within minutes of the open- 
ing credits of Robert Van Ackeren’s 
Woman in Flames, and with no psycho- 
logical “explanation,” Van Ackeren 
shows us a piquantly sexy, really rav- 
ishing young housewife (the bored bride 
ofa self-absorbed academic) leaving her 
husband, moving in with a girlfriend, 
becoming a whore, screwing her first 
trick, falling in love with a bisexual gig- 
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SEX ON ICE 


Woman in Flames explores the warped 
love affair of a professional dominatrix and a bisexual gigolo; 
it is a coldhearted, comic autopsy of "liberated" sexuality. 


olo and setting up housekeeping with 
him. All of this happens so swiftly, and 
with so little fuss or obvious directorial 
emphasis, that there is barely time or 
room to react at all, much less protest. 

Indeed, the audience I saw it with— 
dominated by one of those wisecrack- 
ing, rowdy bunches who apparently 
think most movies are fodder for their 
“witticisms” and who bellow over the 
credits, lob around popcorn bags and 
laugh scornfully at anyone who asks 
them to quiet down—seemed literally 
stunned into silence after 10 minutes. I 
didn't hear a peep out of them from 
then on. And with the movie's later 
head-on views of the housewife’s blos- 
soming career as a dominatrix, includ- 
ing one graphic nipple-clamping se- 
quence that had me squirming, I suspect 
these swingers may have been a little, 
perhaps, shocked. 

Woman in Flames, in fact, isa shocker, 
though it’s not pornographic, or, in any 
sense of the word, exploitative. It's a 
shocker simply because its gaze is so 
steady and its blood so apparently cold— 
and because what that gaze is fixed on 
(the sexual kinks and culs-de-sac of the 
German middle class) is such a flabber- 
gasting mélange of the banal, the warped 
and the excruciating. 

The idea behind Woman in Flames 
(one of a number of ideas, actually, 
since Van Ackeren is clearly a director 
who values intellect above emotion) is 
that the psychotic, possessive and pa- 
triarchal notions behind many bour- 
geois marriages can infiltrate even the 
most determinedly anticonventional or 
"amoral" heterosexual unions as well— 
that society can enchain its “rebels” and 
profligates as securcly as its slaves. 

Eva (Gudrun Landgrebe) and Chris 
(Mathieu Carriere) are both whores. 


‘They live together, screwing (or, in Eva's 
case, whipping and torturing) their cli- 
ents on different floors of a split-level 
apartment. By certain notions, ones 
that seem increasingly absurd as the 
story gathers momentum, they are sex- 
ually and emotionally “liberated.” Chris, 
supposedly, knows Eva's métier and 
accepts it. He is not her pimp but her 
fellow prostitute; and he is the more 
experienced whore, with years of or- 
gasms under his belt. Yet by the film's 
climax, he ispursuinga ridiculousdream 
of bourgeois respectability (buying a 
sterile, swank restaurant with their 
combined earnings, and through the 
kindly offices of his oldest john), and he 
is also ready to kill Eva for "betraying" 
him with other men. (It's one of the 
movie's many ironies that he is jealous 
of Eva's clients—sad masochists who 
degrade and debase themselves, grovel- 
ing at her feet and receiving almost 
nothing in return.) 

So much for sexual rebellion. Somuch 
for hip androgyny. And so much, ap- 
parently, for German-worker entrepre- 
neurship. 

Van Ackeren hasan extremely mean, 
extremely acute sense of humor. This is 
a film about sex in which never, for a 
moment, do we feel even a tremor of 
passion. Nor are we ever really shown 
any. Even when Eva is “in flames" the 
story seems mantled with ice, its soul 
frosted over. Van Ackeren is so objec- 
tive in vivisecting this particular sexual 
netherworld—the bondage-and-disci- 
pline masochists who crave Eva, the 
gaudy gay bars where Chris plies his 
trade—that you get the laughs squeezed 
out of you; you react with either aston- 
ishment or hilarity. 

It's a lucid, black, dispassionate sort 
of humor—so empty of any apparent 


Chris ( Carriere) and Eva ( Landgrebe) relax between customers. 


sentiment or moralizing that it strips 
your nerves and leaves your mind bris- 
tling. In contrast to one insipid, recent 
American movie, Angel, supposedly 
“about” teenage prostitution in Los An- 
geles, Woman in Flames spares no one 
and sentimentalizes nothing—not even, 
interestingly, the camaraderie of those 
female whores, whoare, aftera fashion, 
the movie's “heroines.” 

Van Ackeren himself is sometimes 
described as “the young Rainer Werner 
Fassbinder,’ which is ironic, as they 
both started their careers in the late 
‘60s, and Van Ackeren, at 38, is now 
two years older than Fassbinder was 
when he died. But he is young in the 
sense that his work has been virtually 
unknown in America until recently. 

Like his colleagues in the German 
new wave—Herzog, Fassbinder, Wen- 
ders, Schlondorff, Von Trotta, Kluge, 
Straub, Peter Handke—Van Ackeren 
shares a radical or antiestablishment 
political sensibility, a keen aestheticism 
and sense of film tradition, a taste for 
the bizarre, and that prototypically 
German flair for biting, bald, murder- 
ously blunt direct statement. Actually, 
he resembles the protean Fassbinder— 
whose rhapsodic, self-pitying, madly 
fertile style is little evident in the magis- 
terially controlled Woman in Flames— 
only in his violent distaste for the Ger- 
man bourgeoisie and in his attraction to 
melodrama; and also, perhaps, in his 
sarcastic humor. 

Woman in Flames is one of those films 
where every square inch of screen. 
space seems to have been mapped out 
in advance, every gesture meticulously 
planned, every modulation shaded and 
reshaded. It's as calculated, in a way, as 
an issue of Penthouse—with pubic hair 
as delicately brushed as the grass on an 
‘Andrew Wyeth canvas. 


Almost nothing seems to have been 
left to chance; and anyone for whom 
the highest pleasure in movies is the 
illusion of the spontaneous (Jack Nichol- 
son'sacting, Arthur Penn's violence, the 
ensemble in Kurys' Entre Nous) is likely 
to be unsettled or even rattled. The 
thesis of Woman in Flames—life is a 
trap, sexuality has become mechanized, 
conventions enslave even the conven- 
tional—is pointed up hauntingly by this 
mechanistic, jigsaw, Hitchcockian sort 
of construction. But it still unnerves 
you, keeps smacking you off balance. 

So, of course, does the sexuality. In 
fact, the reason for the film's huge suc- 
cess in West Germany (a surprising suc- 
cess, considering Van Ackeren‘s radical 
reputation) is the sex—graphic, pitiless- 
ly portrayed—and the sexually appeal- 
ing costars: Gudrun Landgrebe, with 
her innocent eyes, luscious body, and 
the cold deliberate twist of her mouth 
(Leslie Caron crossed with Marlene 
Dietrich); and the effete, preoccupied 
Carriere (who has a great moment, as, 
looking bored, he dabs Vaseline on his 
shaft while a client writhes in bed). 
Landgrebe, in fact, is the focal point 
of many of the movie's ads and reviews 
{as silly as ascribing 10's success to Bo 
Derek). 

All of this reminds you once more 
how often sex has been the "open sesa- 
me” in the United States for artistic or 
“difficult” foreign filmmakers. In the 
Realm of the Senses, Last Tango in Paris 
and Belle de Jour (which probably left a 
searing mark on Van Ackeren and Wo- 
man in Flames), these were the movies 
that marshaled vast Americanaudiences 
for the “avant-garde” of radical film- 
makers Oshima, Bertolucci and Bunuel. 
It's difficult to remember a major foreign 
filmmaker, from Truffaut and Rohmer 
to Antonioni and Visconti, who hasn't 


had their biggest U.S. success sold, 
somehow, as a sex film; even Ingmar 
Bergman was first marketed on these 
shoresas a lusty Swedish pornographer 
and erotic comedian, for Smiles of a 
Summer Night, the grotesquely retitled 
Naked Night and, even later, The Si- 
lence. It was La Dolce Vita, and not La 
Strada, that made Fellini into “Fellini 
and Akira Kurosawa himself has this 
disarmingly cynical explanation for 
why it was Rashomon that spectacular- 
ly broke open the world market for the 
previously obscure Japanese film in- 
dustry: “Well, you see, it's about this 
rape..." (Interestingly, the only major 
consistent exceptions to the sex-foreign- 
art-film connection are movies about 
war, from Grand Illusion and Open City 
to Das Boot.) 

In West Germany, where the all-time 
domestic box-office champion was 
Christiane F (a tale of a 13-year-old dri 
ing into prostitution and heroin addi 
tion}, and where a Babylonian, Weimar 
Era-style decadence seems to perme- 
ate every cranny of the cultural life, 
Van Ackeren's cold but steamy study 
of marriage and whoredom probably 
stung audiences even harder, pierced 
right down to the quick. Woman in 
Flames is an excellent, coldhearted, 
cruelly carnal comedy. It's not, perhaps, 
an unblemished, “realistic” study of 
prostitution or bourgeois marriage, or 
even of German society in microcosm. 
It is not even all that psychologically 
plausible. But there are, of course, many 
different roads to The Truth. According 
to Van Ackeren himself: "I find all films 
hopeless that merely set out to imitate 
reality, that pay lip service to authentic- 
ity by imitating: the familiar confusion 
of realism and naturalism. Realism hasto 
do with truth, and one does not achieve 
it merely by describing surfaces.” 

Here, in a way, he has gone past the 
often appalling, odorous, magnetically 
sleazy surface—the kinks, the whips, 
studs, leather, Vaseline, torture-screws, 
and the odor of sexual salts and juice in 
chilly, overdesigned flats—and stripped 
it away, burned it off. Beneath the cou- 
plings and the fucks we see the naked 
face, the primal need—brutally twisted, 
shallowly served, corrupted by money, 
impaled on a knife point of false desire 
and roasted on the spit of social prosti- 
tution and greed. Behind these blank, 
sterile walls, the cries of coital joy and 
the howls of pain become entangled, 
indistinguishable. Nowonder thatau 
ence of unruly wise-asses fell silent. 0 
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all the phone calls before anyone else 
can get a chance to, well, you don't get 
so angry at them because you know 
you've had these times when you were 
high and relaxed together. Andaall those 
annoying personal habits either weren't 
there or just didn't bother you as much. 


R: It's like you can develop a real sense 
of trust with people you get stoned 
with. Everybody gets a little whacked 
out, things are really funny that usually 
aren't, people's associations get really 
loose, but if youre high, too, you can 
understand them, I think that you need 
the same sort of trust to get really high 
with people that they say you need for 
an LSD trip. And if you get a little 
anxious or paranoid, there's always 
someone there to say something funny 
or tell you it’s okay. I mean, it's the kind 
of experience that whatever you say or 
do is okay. I don't find that to be true in 
other situations. I feel closer to people 
I've gotten stoned with than to people I 
havent. 


Users often claimed that the drug 
itself produced this closeness. The re- 
search team, however, believed that it 
resulted from the sharing of an illicit 
and pleasurable experience, which 
gave the sense of being on the inside of 
something special and naughty that 
was not shared by the straight world: 


R: I remember we used to feel really 
superior to people who weren't high or 
who had never smoked. We felt we 
understood things that they didn't. 
Well, it was a sort of religious trip we 
were into and we felt that when we 
were stoned we were close to God or 
the life source or whatever you want to 
call it, and people who were pot virgins 
never experienced that. Well, maybe 
they did; I mean, you read all these 
things about Indian yogis and whatnots 
who are high all the time. But we felt 
we got a glimpse of that experience 
when we were high and we could 
return to it whenever we wanted to, by 
smoking. No struggles, you know. No 
renunciation, no chanting, just light up 
a “jay”! 


Marihuana use certainly provided a 
special topic of conversation. It made 
the user feel like a member of a club. 


R: I talked about drug use a lot with 
some friends, maybe because most of 


them get high, you know, that's why. If 
I hung around with friends who didn't 
take drugs, I wouldn't talk about it, but 
most of the people I know do use drugs. 


On the other hand, marihuana use 
was not approved by all groups. Many 
of our subjects reported estrangement 
from old friends who did not use, be- 
cause the users feared criticism and 
disapproval: 


R: I began using with new friends be- 
cause none of my other friends would 
want to smoke. 

I: Did you ever ask your friends if they 
wanted to try? 

R: No, not really, because I knew what 
they'd answer. I don't think I wanted so 
many of them to know. 

I: Why? 

R: Because they'd probably be disap- 
pointed in me. 

I: You mean, be disappointed that youd 
be different or changed? 

R: Notso much that I'd be different, but 
Id be taking drugs, and they'd say, 
"You don't need that, you can be happy 
without it.” 


‘Another issue mentioned by at least 
23 percent of our subjects was dealing 
(selling drugs). Most experienced users 
deal at one time or another. Usually this 
is not for profit (although many try to 
geta free ounce or so for themselves out 
of it) but for convenience and solidarity. 
If someone can make a good buy in the 
world of marihuana users, he is expect- 
ed to let his friends in on the transac- 
tion. He thus becomes a dealer. Being a 
dealer, he can also make new acquain- 
tances and develop a certain prestige: 


I: You would just deal marihuana with 
your friends? 

R: Yeah. Occasionally I'd deal toan out- 
side person, but mainly with friends. It 
was exciting. 

I: Dealing for profit, or dealing to cover 
costs, or— 

Dealing for kicks, I mean, for the 
excitement, and the macho, and the 
ego. I was the dealer and my name was 
known nationally. [was so proud when 
I met some girl for the first time and 
became really close, and after a while 
she said, "I've heard of you," and that 
was really an ego thing. 0 
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